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questioned .relative toîbe’Thoümi were questioned reb 
their knowledge of the sublime doctrines ol 
the Holy Scriptures, and their ready ami 
accurate answers proved their - interest in 
spiritual things and the care and pious la­
bors of the Teachers.

Many of the children had voluntarily 
learned pieces to recite on the occasion, 
which were repeated in a very satisfactory 
manner.

Uur fervent prayers ascend to the Throne 
of Grace in behalf of our Sabbath School 
teachers and scholars, that they may ever 
he the objects of the special blessing of the 
Head ol the Church ; and, that after occu­
pying their several places in the Church 
Militant, they may eventually form a part 
of the Church triumphant in glory everlast­
ing.
VISIT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONFE­

RENCE.
According to announcement, we were fa- 

vored with a visit from the Rev. Dr. 
Richet, the President, on Sunday, Sept. 
the 14tb, who preached in the morning an 
eloquent and highly instructive sermon : af­
ter which, the Sacrament of the Lord’s Sup­
per was administered to the members of 
Society. The Lord of the Sabbath was 
eminently present, and the service proved a 
time of spiritual refreshing, from the pre­
sence of God.

On Tuesday evening the President again 
preached, and at the close of the discourse, 
addressed the members and office-bearers of 
the Church, relative to our new position, as 
a distinct but affiliated Conference ; show- 
ing the necessity of the co-operation of all, 
so that the work of God may rapidly and 
vigorously prosper and extend. We are 
hoping that throughout the entire connexion, 
there may be increasing evidences of the Di­
vine smile and blessing in the establishment 
of believers in the faith of the Gospel, and 
the bringing into the fold of Christ, those 
who are yet strangers to the blessedness of 
pure and undefiled religion.

Yours, See., T. Harris.
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UM„ro he died, as hi» mother wa» sitting l-y 
Ills bedside, he i -overrd Ins skeleton arm 
and remarked to her thaï the worms would 
have but little to least upon in his case ; 
•• bnl mother," said he, “ Christ hath re­
deemed my soul, and I shall soon ‘depart to 
he with Christ, which is far better’—prepare 
to meet me in heaven. On the occasion of 
my last visit to him, a day or little more 
before he died, he seemed apprehensive it 
would be the last time we should see each 
other on earth, and very feelingly thanked 
me for my visits, counsels and prayers.— 
After coinmending him to God in prayer, to 
which he responded with all his might, he 
asked me to sing a hymn, when he clasped 
his hands and exclaimed,“Glory be to God, 
all is well ! all is well ! He at length 
sweetly fell asleep in Jesus, without a strug­
gle or a groan. His remains were com­
mitted to the silent grave on Monday the 
15th, and on the Sabbath following the 
event was improved by the writer of this, in 
a sermon on 1 Thess. iv., 13, 14, to a large 
and deeply attentive congregation.

Elias Brettle.
Burin, N.F., Sept. 22, 1856.
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Petite Riviere.
The Financial District Meeting for the 

Halifax District was held according to ap­
pointment in the Wesleyan Church at Petite 
Riviere on Wednesday, the 24th ult. The 
members of the District, with a few excep­
tions, were present, and the various matters 
belonging legitimately to this meeting were 
discussed and arranged in a very harmon­
ious and satisfactory manner. We have, 
however, to regret that our worthy lay 
brethren, the Circuit Stewards of the seve­
ral Circuits,/either through misapprehension 
of this requirement of our new Organisation, 
or in consequence of unavoidable hinderancte, 
were not with us on the occcasion, but trust 
the day is not far distant when our economy 
in this and every other respect shall be fully 
realised.

In the evening the Rev. Wm. Tweedy 
preached to a devout and attentive congre­
gation. At the request of our esteemed 
Chairman, the following day was devoted 
exclusively to religious services, in the fol 
lowing order, viz :

At 11 a.m., the Rev. Mr. Payson preached, 
and the Rev. H. Pope senr. exhorted.

At 3 p.m., the Rev. Mr. Harris preached, 
and the Rev. Mr. Bent exhorted.

At 7 p.m., the Rev. Mr. McNutt (Chair- 
man of the District) preached, and the Rev. 
Messrs. Payson and Pope senr. exhorted.

The sermons and exhortations ivere high­
ly evangelical and impressive, and a blessed 
and hallowing influence pervaded the con­
gregations. It afforded extreme gratifica­
tion to a large number of our friends here 
to be favored with a visit from the Rev. H. 
Pope senr., whom they affectionately esteem 
as their spiritual father ; and many were the 
pleasing and profitable memories which were 
revived by the presence and addresses of 
one who several years since was the Divine­
ly honored instrument in their conversion to 
God and fellowship with His Church.

The brethren beheld with much satisfac­
tion the influential position occupied by our 
beloved Methodism in this community, and 
the large congregations on this as on other 
occasions suggested the desirableness and 
necessity of the erection ere long of a more 
commodious sanctuary.

To the Wesleyans of Petite Riviere we 
would say, May the blessing of the Lord 
God of Israel rest upon you ! May He 
enlarge your borders and increase you as a 
Hock !

Petite Riviere, Oct. 3, 185G.

The concluding lecture of the series deliver­
ed in this city by G. M. Woktabkt, the Syrian, 
is found upon our fourth page to-day. We have 

was reprinted these lectures under the impression 
that everywhere within the bounds of our circu­
lation an ardent interest would be felt iu the 
lubject, and that this would be in no slight de­
gree augmented by the eloquent lecturer’s treat­
ment of it. Syria is a land whose memories 
are embalmed in the heart of the Christian 
as well as treasured in the mind of the scholar. 
No country rivals it in the union of recollections 
classical and solemn which the study of its an­
nals recals. It is therefore at once edifying and 
entertaining to bear from the lips of an intelli­
gent native of that favored country such facts 
and reflections as composed the addresses of Mr. 
Wortabet. Two emphatic utterances will be 
found to occupy a prominent place in these pro­
ductions which the reader will do well not to 
pass hastily over with a mere unquestioning as­
sent to their truth, bnt to pause upon and pon­
der seriously :—the one pronounces that it is to 
the Bible that England owes her superiority, the 
other proclaims the Bible as the only gainer in 
the late sanguinary war in the East. The for­
mer proposition is clear beyond dispute—the 
latter we deem to be al» inconteatible.

It is now a generally admitted, as it is a well 
evidenced fact, that the only party to the war 
which retained at its close her energy unimpair­
ed waa Britain. Britain more than retained it— 
her muscles were just beginning to exhibit their 
latent vigor ; and another campaign would in all 
probability have manifested to the world the in­
herent and decided superiority of England. 
While other nations lost or lessened their pres­
tige England loomed in growing might ; and 
this imparted an influence in determining the 
results of the war which she used as she was 
bound to use her opportunity for the cause of 
the Bible. The rays of light which beam from 
its sacred page have illumined her own path to 
that proud height of natural liberty and security 
whence she now looks down upon the anarchic 
kingdoms of the Continent : and she is moved to 
dispel by the same means at every opportunity 
the darkness civil and religious that rests upon 
nations where the scriptures are not free.

The late war in the East constitutes another 
link in the historic chain of evidence to the 
sertion that the chief and most desolating wars 
ot Europe have had their root in religious tyran 
ny, and have been conspicuously judicial punish 
ments from Heaven for the suppression or dis­
honoring of the Scriptures : it is encouraging to 
regard it as a precursor of their wider spread, 
and more rapid diflusion.

(FOR THK PRO VIMCIA l- WESLEYAN. )

Obituary Notice.
. Died, at Whale Cove, in the Burin Cir- 

cml, N.F.,on the 13tlVpf September, aged 
39, Samue^mwaeTTfie eldest son of Sir. 
and Mrs. Pitman of that place. Our de­
ceased friend from his youth was of an 
amiable disposition ; a lovely example of 
filial aflfection and obedience ; moral in his 
character end deportment ; but was not al­
together persuaded to be a Christian until 
about a year since. It pleased God early 
in the year 1856 to afflict him, and after a 
little time it became evident from his gra­
dually decreasing strength, wasting flesh, 
and hollow cough, that consumption had 
laid its resistless hand upon him and mark­
ed him out as one of its many victims.; Of 
this he soon seemed to be aware. The visits 
of his minister and pastor were, through 
Divine mercy, blessed to him. He was con­
vinced of sin, and led to see his lost xànd 
eternally undone state without Christ. He 
began earnestly to call upon the name of 
the Lord, and to listen with eagerness to the 
Gospel message, proclaiming Christ as the 
Baviour of sinners, and salvation from sin 
through faith in His blood and righteousness. 
He was enabled to comply with the gracious 
invitation, “Come unto me all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.’’ He sought unto Him with all his 
heart, and found his rest to be glorious ; 
and believing with his heart unto righteous 
ness he was not ashamed to make confes­
sion unto salvation. “Being justified by 
faith, and having peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have 
access unt0 thig grace,” wherein it is our 
privilege to stand, so he was enabled through
mnât’i l11™8 grace 10 “hold f“* lhe begin- 
» g of hu confidence, steadfast unto the

many thousands have been turned aside to 
vain jangling, not knowing what they speak, 
or whereof they affirm. We fear that few 
have found a Christian fold, or supplied the 
loss of their former pasturage ; and wc 
grieve over their defection. The history of 
our church-troubles would furnish a striking 
comment OB*'the providential and spiritual 
government of Christ in reference to those 
who, by word and action, declare that they 
would gladly blot out the church of their 
spiritual birth from under the face of hea­
ven.’’ Of the j/resent circumstances ol Me­
thodism and its apparent prosperity, the 
Conference remarks, in its first Address to 
the young Connexion of British Eastern 
America :—“ The past year has been one 
of increase and returning prosperity to our­
selves. Whether we look at our financial 
or our spiritual condition, at the state ol our 
finds or the outpourings ofx the Spirit with 
which we have been favored, we see reason 
to • thank God and take /courage." The 
withering consequences ot strife are now 
so clearly apparent to our people, that we 
may reasonably hope for a period of repose ; 
and the consentaneous voice of all experi­
ence confirms the attestation, that where- 
ever Melhodism is allowed the free exercise 
of its powers, it is aggressive, expansive, and 
mighty."

For a year of increase and prosperity, we 
are sure that every truly Christian mind 
will unite with the Conference in grateful 
thanksgivings. It is an increase in which 
both the trunkjand all the spreading branches 
of our Connexion share ; and a prosperity in 
which all the departments of Methodism 
partake. The table published in the “ Mi­
nutes," and transferred to one of our pages, 
shows the present number of Members iri 
the Wesleyan Connection. We have been 
wont to anaylze the tables of preceding 
years which were as fai:hfully published in 
times of reproach as in th se of congratula­
tion, anil it seems therefore not only excus- 
snble but right to enlarge a little on the 
comparison which the present statistics offer 
with those of the preceding twelvemonth. 
We need to remind non-Wesleyan readers 
only, that the following numbers represent 
those alone who are recognized members of 
our Societies, that all our communicants 
are not included, and that the bulk of our 
Coogregations is left entirely out of the ac­
count. The fact is, that the numbers of 
Methodism were never taken with the 
thought of ostentation, but for practical and 
necessary objects, which, not referring to 
the Congregations at large, have hiterto em­
braced only those persons who “ meet in 
class." There cannot, however, be a doubt 
that several valuable purposes would be 
served by a further and more general énu­
mération.

A comparison of the numerical statistics 
of 1855 and 1856 show an increase 
throughout the entire Connexion. In Eng­
land and Scotland, we had, last year, 260,- 
S58 Class Members, with 12,620 “ on trial 
918 Ministers in full work, not reckon.ng 
Supernumeraries, and 63 young Preachers 
on probation :—this year, we have, 263,- 
835 Members, increase 2,977 ; 17,839 on 
trial, increase, 5,219; 931 Ministers, in­
crease 13 ; but only 55 Preachers on proba­
tion, which indicates that more laborers 
will be wanted. In Ireland, the number in 
Society is 18,952 ; the increase of Members, 
notwithstanding emigration, being 203, and 
of Ministers, 7. On the Foreign Missions 
under the immediate direction ot the British 
Conference, the number of Members is 65, 
261, increase 1,654 ; of Ministers, 271, in­
crease no less than 56. The French Con­
ference reports on increase of 80 Members, 
and 8 Pastors. The Canada Conference 
has this year 39,915 Members, increase 
2,030 ; and 207 Ministers, increase 5: and 
it bas received 85 Preachers on probation, 
which is 25 more than last year. The 
youngest of our Colonial Conferences is that 
of British Eastern America, of which the 
late Dr. Beecham was the first President. 
Here, and here alone, there is, from causes 
that will be only temporary, a decrease, 
which amounts to 281, but is more than 
counterbalanced by the report of above 600 
on trial—the Address of that Conference 
says 631, the table in the “ Minutes" says 
661 ; the Members are 12,855. In the very 
interesting Australasian Connexion, the 
number of Members is 21,168, increase 
1,271 ; Members on trial, 1,324 (this is less 
than last year ;) Ministers, 82, increase 4 ; 
and Preachers on probation 42, increase 11.

Collecting the foregoing particulars into 
totals, it will be found that the statistics of 
the entire Connexion, in the United King­
dom, the Colonies, and the Mission Stations, 
including the four affiliated Conferences, 
stand as follows :—

Our reader» will not fail, we trust, carefully 
and prayerfully (o peruse the Pastoral Address 
of the British Conference to the members of the 
Societies under its care. It is given on our first 
page.

The address it will be observed opens with a 
congratulatory note. Amid the upheaving» which 
characterize the present day “ the harmony ot 
doctrinal confession among Wesleyan churches 
thronghout the world" is deserving ol the pro­
minent record it receives, while praise to God 
for bis favor towards us as a people, thus mani­
fested, is the suitable expression of those feelings 
by which we should be animated in the content 
plation of our happy position.

Little however does it avail tliat we be sound 
in doctrine if we be careless in conversation. 
We are summoned not only to bold fast the form 
of round words which we have been taught but 
to the exemplification of all those Christian 
graces which are the truite of the Spirit, and to 
take heed tô those means by which alone they 
can be retained,—constant watchfulness and 
prayer. On these points it will be well that we 
take heed to the salutary admonitions of this 
Address.

Minutes of the British Confe 
rence,

The “ Minutes" of the British Conference 
will be a volume of great interest to every 
Methodist, embracing, as it does, with other 
matter, the Resolutions of the “ Prépara 
tory Committees’’of Ministers and Laymen, 
whose recommendations the Conference 
almost invariably confirms, the Pastoral to 
the Methodist Societies, and the yearly Ad­
dresses which are interchanged between the 
British Conference and the several Confe­
rences, of Ireland, France, Australia, Can­
ada, and now for the first time, British 
Eastern America. “ Such a compendium 
of the home and foreign progress of Metho­
dism," as the Watchman observes, “ is not 
only convenient, but absolutely indispensa­
ble to those of us who desire to form an 
intelligent opinion on the interests of our 
own community."

A copy of the “ Minutes for the present 
year has not yet fallen into our hand : our 
English cotemporary furnishes us with the 
following statements :—

With regard to the past, the Conference 
is most explicit in its reply to the Address of 
the Australian brethren, to whom it says :— 
“ You will share in our comfort that our 
day of Connexional trial is passing away. 
It has been severe ; for it has not come from 
the world, but from men of perverse minda 
•Bong ourselves. We Bourn to think how

YEAR.

1856
1855
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415,230

23,032
20,637

IN CREA»* . . . 7,934 2,395

YEAR. MINISTERS.
1856. 1,692
1855. 1,616

I>0. ON TRIAL. laUPERN MRVti.
279 292
231 1 288

INCREASE . 76 4» |

In looking at the increased membership 
of the year, we perceive that, ol the incease 
of 7,934, there have been added to the Soci­
eties and Missions in immediate connection 
with the British Conference, 4,834 mem­
bers ; and 3,100 to the affiliated Conferences. 
Such an extension of Methodism is not large 
enough to satisfy us as the result of a year’s 
labor. Upwards of four hundred thousand 
Members of a Church like ours, is a mighty 
army ; and if we had all improved our op­
portunities, we should Live been honored 
with corresponding accessions. What has 
been vouchsafed to us is, however, a token 
roost precious, because it comes directly from 
Him whom we serve, and whose cause alone 
we desire to promote. May the spiritual 
harvest of the year upon which we have just 
entered be abundantly more plenteous.

Christianity in the East.
On this subject the Rev. Dr. Blackwood 

made some interesting statements at the 
Conference of the Evangelical Alliance. 
Hie object he said, was to throw out some 
practical suggestions for teaching Christi­
anity to the soldiers of the British army and 
to the people of Turkey. He had arrived 
at the conclusion that this Alliance had now 
felt its way, and was still feeling its way to 
a greater extent, so that they were now in a 
position to take practical steps for minister­
ing to the spiritual destitution of their fellow 
men. He had gone to the East as a mili­
tary chaplain, and if he had not obtained 
that appointment his usefulness in the field 
which he wished to occupy would have been 
greatly impaired. No picture could reveal 
the intense sufferings which took place in 
the army hospitals in the East, in which 
thousands of men were dying daily without 
any spiritual instruction. In the great hos­
pital of Scutari, to which he was attached, 
there were 3,000 men confined by sickness, 
none of whom they might ever expect 
to see again. In the long corridors they 
had bat little space to minister to the suffer­
ing and dying. At one time he had from 
800 to 1000 men under his care, none of 
whom had the most remote expectation of 
ever recovering their health. While this 
awful destitution prevailed, and dangers 
occurred in these hospitals which were as 
great as in the trenches, appeals to England 
to get men to go out were in vain, Eventu­
ally some did go out. When walking, in 
the morning, through one of tin wards on a

winter day, he found forty new patients 
brought into a half-finished corridor. He 
went around them all, and ascertained to 
what denomination they belonged, to all of 
whom he either gave a Testament or a tract, 
and prayed with them. He returned in the 
morning and found that out of thirty-nine, 
twenty had passed into eternity. There was 
an immense amount of spiritual destitution 
in the army. The only instruction they re­
ceived—at least those that could be spared on 
the Sunday morning at parade—was while 
they were standing on their feet. The whole 
means for supplying spiritual instruction to 
the British soldier were mos; deplorably de­
fective. He had nothing to say against the 
chaplains ci The army, but the whole system 
of their appointment wa« defective Among 
the solniers and officers there were many 
men of God, more particularly among the 
arlillery annd engineers—men whose hearts 
were burning wilh love to add anything they 
could iu the spiritual condition of their fel­
low soldiers. He went out on lhe under­
standing that he was to minister to none but 
those of the Protestant faith. The Presby­
terians, who came out later iu the war, found 
great difficulty in finding but a stray Pres­
byterian here and there ; but he was not so 
much tied down, for he ministered to all ex- 
cept Roman Catholics, yet even for those he 
had always a kindly word or a shake of the 
hand. He had frequenily been asked by a 
Roman Catholic priest, if he found a Pro- 
lestant in bis ward, to go in and minister to 
him ; indeed, Roman Catholic priests often 
went out to seek for him to go in and pray 
with Protestants. Captain Hedley Vicars, 
who had falleu in a Russian sortie, was much 
asked after by soldiers in hospital. “ Goinc 
thro’ of my wards, I was accosted by some 
one who asked if it was true he had fallen.
I found that there was something peculiar in 
the interest which these men took in asking 
after him, and on inquiry I found the reason 
It was this : he bad been in the habit of cal­
ling them together by night and day, in tents 
or in the trenches, wherever he could, and 
causing them to unite together in prayer, 
often in the very face of the enemy ; and 
taking every oocasion to distibnte tracts 
among them, whether Protestants or Roman 
Catholics. And I saw the tears streaming 
down their cheeks, wbile some of them told 
me that the first view of Divine truth, the 
first impression they ret jived from religious 
teaching, was what they had received' from 
the lips of that man of God. This I com­
municated home, and I received from Lady 
Raleigh, the sister of Captain Vicars, letters 
which she requested that I would deliver to 
every mai: of the 97lL with whom I might 
come in contact. 1 sea. jhed them out, and 
on delivering the letters, took occasion to 
speak with each of them on the subject. 1 
did not meet wilh one single individual of 
that regiment—and I met with Roman Ca­
tholics as well as Protestants—who did not 
speak in the most grateful and affectionate 
terms of Hedley Vicars, and that on the very 
ground of hi* spiritual ministrations to them, 
and the kindness and constancy with which 
he had always sought to bring before them 
the truths of the glorious Gospel of tl.e 
grace of God.” General orders from head­
quarters prohibited the chaplains from em­
ploying any clergymen but those sanctioned 
by the War Department. Now, he thought 
the council of (he Evangelical Alliai.ee 
should seek out men of God who were in 
possession of Christian love, so that.where- 
ever they might be cast, there would always 
be a little nucleus of Evangelical soldiers 
ready to call together their friends. His 
next proposition was to form a military alli­
ance for this object. He was not sure whe­
ther this was so practicable as the first sug­
gestion, but this he knew, that there were 
many soldiers who would willingly join with 
them. There might, indeed, be a specific 
alliance formed for this very purpose. If it 
was harrowing to the feelings to see men 
laid low on a bed of sickness, with their limbs 
rotting from them, how much more so was ii 
lo witness the spiritual and moral destitu­
tion which prevailed among the soldiers’ 
wives who had accompanied their husbands 
from ibis nation ? In the march from Bul­
garia lo Varna they w ;ve left destitute and 
helpless, and under those trials they had 
first taken to drink ; ar.it ukimately their 
moral character gave way altogether. So 
full were the hands of Miss Nightingale that 
she could pay no attention to these women ; 
and he, with others, took them under his 
notice. In one room be found fifty-seven 
women lying among men and children, with 
but scanty clothing to cover them, and 
nothing to separate one sex from the other, 
unless it might be a rug hung upon a line, 
which was only an apology lor a separation. 
He brought these facte before the meeting 
as he hoped to enlist the sympathies of the 
ladies in the amelioration of the soldier, by 
ameliorating the condition of the soldier’s 
wife. The best soldier they had was the 
married soldier. Colonel Lefroy had said 
that no amelioration could be extended to 
the soldier’s wife on account of the expense 
necessary for barrack-accommodation ; but 
be had told them that the British people 
would not shrink from providing for the 
comfort of the soldiers’ wives, and he thought 
the ladies of that alliance might do much 
good in this matter by forming themselves 
into small committees for the advancement 
of the cause. The reverend doctor then 
referred to the Alliance in the East. He 
said that wherever he found really Christian 
men he never found any difficulty in form­
ing an Evangelical Alliance, so that it was 
quite easy for them to form an alliance in 
Constantinople for the protection of Protes­
tants in Turkey. The Mohammedan reli­
gion was the religion of (be country, but 
other Churches were tolerated, subject to 
the control of the Porte and its Minister. 
He explained the position of Christianity in 
Turkey. They were awaie that nominally 
—at least on paper—every person in 
Turkey could follow what system of reli­
gion he thought right, and they thought that 
was also applicable to native-born Mussul­
mans ; but they were not to believe that this 
state bf matters would be carried out in its 
entirety. After alluding to the deputation 
which had proceeded to Turkey—among 
which he found a number for the presenta­
tion of a request to the Sultan that religious 
freedom should be accorded to every man in 
Turkey, and also to Mohammedans, should 
they become Christians, which led to the 
publication of a firman announcing this free­
dom of religion—he referred to the hard­
ship which the Protestants of Turkey endur­
ed. Much suffering had been undergone 
by the Protestants in Broussa and Smyrna. 
What he had to suggest was, that the coun­
cil should take into their consideration two 
things—viz., to appoint and pay a correspon­
dent at Constantinople to remit to London 
all the details of the sufferings which exist, 
and. make that liberty real which existed 
now only on paper ; and also to enable these 
parties to pay deputations to the Sultan, to 
represent their cases, which were mainly oc­
casioned by the chicanery of the infamous 
and ungodly ministers of the Porte. He re­
ferred to the bad condition of the Turkish 
Scriptures, and urged that an effort be made 
to provide them with a genuine copy of the 
Bible. The present translation was not 
worth re-printing. If they got a good trans­
lation, he trusted that, under God, the print­
ing would be carried out. He suggested 
that the Council, should take cognizance of 
this work, and appoint a committee to con­
fier with the British and Foreign Bible So­

ciety. As he had received books and tracts 
in every language from England, from pri­
vate families and societies, which he had 
distributed in Turkey, to whom he had never 
been in a position to write a word of thanks, 
he riew took the liberty of doing so. The 
reverend doctor proceeded to remark on the 
subject of missions, and said that the more 
missions were extended at home the greater 
would bo the reflex from abroad. He 
thought that the Alliance should take some 
steps to reach the Bulgarians and Moham­
medans. He saw no obstacle to it himself, 
and he hoped the council would take the 
matter into their serious consideration. He 
concluded bis address by stating that it was 
a proper consideration for them, in the ex­
ercise of that forbearance and brotherly love 
which ought to animate Christians, not to 
interfere in missionary fields previously oc­
cupied by other missionaries.

Episcopal Appointments.
Again the High Church sect have received a 

“ heavy blow snd great discouragement" in the 
appointment of a clergyman ot the Evangelical 
party in the Establishment to the bishopric of Gra­
ham’s Town. The post itself is not as important as 
a bishopric at home, but the appointment lo it of 
the Rev. Henry Cotterill, despite the utmost ef­
forts of the I'useyites to hav, one of their own 
school selected, is understood to indicate the de­
termination ol government to persevere in its 
former course, and appoint Evangelical clergy­
men to the vacant bishoprics at home. Mr. Cot­
terill has been lor some years Principal of Brigh­
ton College, and took high honors at the Cam- 
bridge University. Besides being an excellent 
man and a sound and able theologian, he is de­
scribed as baring been for some years engaged 
in mission work when holding a chaplaincy in 
the Madras Presidency. It is believed that Lord 
Palmerston has fully mhde up his mind respect­
ing the successors to the vacant English bishop­
rics, and has selected two Evangelical clergymen 
for them, but that, knowing the torrent ol indig­
nation which the announcement is certain to pro­
voke on the part of High Churchmen, even he, 
proverbially audacious though he is, hesitates 
and shrinks at die prospect of the storm ; or ra­
ther restmb! -, a timid se immer who has made 
up bis mind to have a bath, yet lingers long upon 
the oank, fearful to plunge into the stream. In 
both cases, however, the longer we tremble and 
shiver on the brink, the greater is the shock at 
last.—Eng. Correspondent.

-------------------------------  0

The Kingdom of Australia.
The following item ol news is from the En­

glish Correspondence of the N. Y. Christian 
Advocate jr Journal :—“ Some good people here 
will have it that the Queen and Prince Albert 
are alresdy calculating on the early indépen­
dance of our settlements at the antipodes, and 
taking steps to secure at least the probability of 
the accession of Prince Alfred, their second son, 
to the throne of the Anglo-Saxon kingdom (that 
is to be) in the Southern hemisphere. The 
only solid fact ol which 1 am aware, as the foun­
dation for such a rumor, is that Pi iuce Albert is 
believed to have become the purchaser of an ex- 
tensive tract of land in one of our Australian 
colonies. Supposing the prince to have been 
the real purchaser of the land in question, the 
fact m.gut be sufficiently explained by reference 
to his to,al highness’s passion for agricultural 
and cattle-breeding pursuits. But people will 
have it that his prescient mind foresees the over­
throw of most of the thrones of continental 
Europe, and the election of republican institu 
lions in their stead ; and that, satisfied with the 
prospects of his eldest son, the Prince ol Wales, 
as heir apparent to the British crown, he 
L desirous to secure a good location for the 
s. :ond as ruler of the kingdom of Australia.— 
With this view, it is said, Prince Alfred is to go 
out, when qualified by age, a» governor of one 
ol our Australian colonies, with (he doable pres, 
tige of royal birth and extensive local posses- 
sions, the recent purchase being but the first 
step toward the .alter qualification ; and that, 
when the period shall have come tor the recog­
nition of the independence ol Australia, and 
the union of the several colonies into one great 
state, the local services the prince will have ren­
dered, and the popularity he will have ac­
quired, may be expected to influence the new 
slate in his favor in its choice, either for the per­
petual President ol the Australian Republic, or 
the founder of a line of royal rulers of the 
kingdom of Australia. When you shall have 
read this you will know as much of the matter 
as 1 do, or as any other person here does ; so I 
make no comment upon it, but give it as the 
latest gossip of the day."

Great Britain and her Colonies-
The Anglo Saxon noticing the prorogation of 

the British Parliament says, Her Majesty thanks 
Parliament for ils Mirerai voles, and the country 
for the effort it made to bring the Russian war 
to a satisfactory conclurion ; and she gracefully 
a id pointedly alludes to the proofs of loyalty and 
public spirit which was manifested In her Indian 
possessions, and the various colonial possessions 
during the great and trying contest. Contribu­
tions to the Patriotic Fund were made, we be­
lieve, in all places wherever the British flag float, 
ed, and in Canada a large sum was voted by the 
Legislature, independent ot the numerous sub­
scriptions so liberally made up iu almost every 
town and village. Canada also proffered regi­
ments, and it would have been by no means 
difficult to bave raised an army of 10,000 men in 
the North American Provinces, had the contin­
uance of the war and the exigencies of the nation 
required them. And this too, without taking a 
single man from the United States. In all future 
wars—though we by no means desire to see them 
—England tray rely on contributions ot men 
and money from her colonics. A North Ameri­
can Legion of volunteers can be raised at any 
time—compoeed of men loyal and patriotic ; 
proud of their name, descent, ami ol the glerious 
empire of which they form a part. In no part 
of Her Majesty’s dominions could a more gallant 
and intelligent little army be raised in a few 
months than in the Provinces north ol us. Here 
then, is a new source of power to England, and 
Europe will some day be surprised to find what 
resources England may draw from America 
resources which will not be obtained by tyran­
nical conscription» or forced contributions, but 
offered by the free will of the people. If Eng­
land in any future emergency should require 
eight or ten regiments she has only to say the 
word and they will be ready if she, as she cer­
tainly would, put them on the footing of her own 
regiments of the line, giving a fair proportion of 
the commissions to native colonists.

And, here, we may digram for a moment—on 
the policy of the mother country taking natives 
ol the colonies into her various departments of 
public service, and thus more fully identifying 
them with herself. They are generally active 
and intelligent people, capable of acting in any 
capacity. They are, from being raised in a new 
country, where the axe and the rifle are the two 
great implements of civilization, expert with fire 
arms ; acute, active, and ready in case of sudden 
danger, and at the same time cool and collected. 
The trials and dangers of forest life gives them 
these great requisites for military service. The 
war ot 1811 furnished splendid examples of this, 
and in an pen* mors so than Sir Allan McXab.

In the lste war with Russia, General Williams is 
a bright example ol Colonial talent and military 
genius, and the rewards and honors that have 
been showered upon him must stimulute the am­
bition of every Colonist.

Nor is it military talent alone tbst we ascribe 
to them, lor they have shown them Ives equal 
to any emergency when properly put to the test, 
be it in war or peace, in public or private life.

ueral .V i Ilia ins, by his public despatches and 
his speeches, shows himself to be a man ol gen­
eral ability ; and in Colonial political lile many 
great examples of administrative and legislative 
talent have appeared, and exist at the present 
moment. It is our opinion and the opinion of 
others far more capable of judging than we are, 
that England would gain by incorporating Colo­
nists of ability in all the branches ot public ser­
vice. This idea is uot new ; it has been often 
contemplated by the Imperial Government, and 
reiterated and pressed home to be adopted. The 
improvements in navigation, and the power of 
steam, have brought England close to her Colo 
nies, and she can readily avail herself ol the ad 
vantages they possess. The North American 
Provinces then, instead of being a but then, as 
many silly persons have heretofore considered 
them, are fast becoming a source of power and 
grandeur lo the molher country, and she may 
well be proud ol them. A report prevails that the 
Queen feels a desire to cross the Atlantic and 
visit those splendid jewels of her crown; we 
trust that the hope may realized, for her Mejesty 
will see with her own eves, and bear with her 
own cars all, and much more than we have now 
lainlly traced out. v

iltiesionary.
I From the Wceteysn Missionsry Notices.)

South Eastern Africa.
THR NATAL DISTRICT.

Extract of a Letter from the Bee. Thomas Jni-
kins, dated Eaku's Mission-station, Palmer­
ston, March 6th, 1856.
I enclose you a sketch of Palmerston, (Faku’s 

Mission-station,) which 1 hope will interest vou 
and the friends of Missions, should you deem it 
worthy to appear in lhe Miseionary Papera.*

The sketch was kindly taken by Major Addi­
son, of the Queen's 2nd Royal Regiment, who 
has been sent, by the Governor of thé colony, to 
our Chief Faku on important businesa It is a 
faithful representation, as far as it extends ; but 
some parts of the village could not be taken from 
one view.

I am sure, could the friends of Mission see 
our Mission-vallage in contrast with the dwell­
ings of the Heathen, they would be highly de­
lighted to witness the improvement going on 
amongst them. Although we have nothing 
whereof to glory ; (tor, alter all that we have 
done, we still are unprofitable servants ;) yet we 
are thankful to God for that roea- re of success 
which has attended our labour ; and are en­
couraged still to persevere in dependence on his 
promised aid

Ten years ago, when this station waa first 
commenced, the region was a perfect wilderness ; 
not even a native kraal vu nearer than ten 
miles. Formerly the country had been thickly 
inhabited ; but constant wars amongst themselves 
had swept off thousands, and otheis had taken 
refuge in the more rugged parti qfjbe country. 
Hence, when the Mieeion was abéut to be es­
tablished Faku requested that it might be in 
this locality, which hail been t bo country ol his 
forefathers; promising that be and hie tribe 
would follow. This promise they soon fulfilled : 
and now on all sides we are surrounded by a 
dense population, extending to forty or fifty 
miles in all directions.

This Mission was commence* with two or 
three families that accompanied nr fiom Bun- 
tingville. We have now nearly or : hundred 
families on the station ; and these are all, lees or 
more, under Christian instruction; and the 
D umber is regularly increasing. It is also pleas­
ing to remark, that the village is becoming the 
centre of attraction to all the surrounding popu­
lation. We have constantly a number ol stran­
gers who, while attending our religious services, 
must no doubt acquire new ideas of spiritual 
subjects lo “prepare the way of the 'Lord' 
amongst them.

Some time ago 1 informed you, that our peo­
ple were making pleasing efforts to advance in 
civilization, and that they had built several brick 
cottages in European style. You will be glad to 
hear, that we have now again completed nearly 
thirteen more in our village; beside several 
rooms that have been added to other cottages 
for the better accomodation of their increasing 
families. Certainly there is a great advance 
from their former habits ; for, in their Heathen 
state, all the family, old and young, were hud­
dled together in one hut ; but now they are be­
coming anxious lo have substantial houses, each 
containing two and three rooms.

The erection of our cottages, 1 am happy to 
say, has created new wants among our people, 
which call for continued perseverance in indus­
try. Wilh their whitewashed rooms, they feel 
(he want of chairs, tables, &c. I am therefore 
instructing a few young men to make these use­
ful articles ; and 1 am glad to say they are mak­
ing no mean proficiency. Then, again, many 
are anxious for such articles as tin pails, dishes, 
&c. ; and some 1 am instructing in this depart, 
ment. Thus it is that I am occassionally em­
ployed at every description of work ; sometimes 
with the plumb rule and trowel, at brick-work ; 
sometimes at the bench, instructing in all sorts 
of carpenters’ work ; sometimes at the forge and 
anvil ; and sometimes again at tin-plate-working, 
&c., &c. In fact, necessity is laid upon me, like 
the memorable Williams ol the South Seas : but 
all is delightful, it 1 can only do a little to raise 
the degraded Heathen from bis beastly condition. 
In evangelizing and civilizing the Heathen, every 
step advanced is a point gained, in which we 
have no little delight. Some of our people unit­
ed together and purcheeed a plough, for which 
they gave £7. 10».; and with it they have been 
bard at work during the last season. Otheri 
now see m bent on following their example. I: 
is alto pleasing to see their anxiety to be clad 
in European clothing, instead of the cow hide, 
their former dreaa. The hide is now being ge 
nerally laid aside, and the cotton and woolen 
cloth of British manufacture take* its place in 
every part of the country. Bnl on this station 
our people are wishful for something still better. 
Trowsers, shirts, coats, itc., are rough! by the 
men ; and the women are not disposed in the 
leaat to be behind their lords. Some of our men 
have lately travelled to Nathl, a distance of near­
ly two hundred miles to make purchases of these 
necessary articles ; buying, for their wive*, 
children and widowed mothers, decent and com­
fortable articles of clothing. How different from 
their Heathen state ! Then the wile was only 
thought needfnl to provide for the want* of her 
master ; and when she failed in this, her services 
were no longer required, and ahe was too often 
sent off. But Christianity has raised her to her 
rightful rank, lo be the companion, friend, and 
equal of her husband.

Our great distance from any sea-port or mar­
ket-town, for the aale of any produce raised from

« For this tatervstlag rUwof Un^Fxlmwton.MUsgx» 
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the soil, militates much against u, ;n g 
matters. We are about two hundred milerT'*1 
Natal, the nearest market: ccceqaentlv ^ 
people are unable to dispose of their producc7r 
money or for such articles ol clothing X(.„ „„ . 'Cr 
require. This renders it difficult, Tl,o, für ,v ” 
to contr ibute to our general funds. Many i ^ 
young men, through the want of labour in tiZ' 
parts, proceed to Natal, to work t ,;x ^
months, and then return. liut I * *e
sav, they generally return with |w, ' 0
ligious condition, though th, v gain ln 
things. \\ c b [>e, however, this will 
remedied, as a project „ comempll|- 
open the port ol the Umzimvnhu, di,t,m ° 
this place thirty miles This will be of creaZ? 
vantage, shouM it lake place. '

1 now beg to acknowledge rox deer, sec
gratitude to those kind friends who h.!l '* 01 

. .. u presented U8 With vmrsrme _ rvarious articles,—gUc|, a* nail*,screws, binges, gimlets, esHeo, pimlSi &|, 
for the use of this Mission, which h v' h] 
safely and thankfully received. To Mr, rZ™ 

1 am indeed greatly indebted for the 
striped cotten. Mrs. Jenkins and her (LThl °' 
been actively engaged ,n convert,,,, 
other articles into blurts and drew, r e 
been ot much use in onr schools an!) ‘ 

works on ibe station. May 1 be .lu ,U‘005 
kind IrienJs in true KalhrsivUv ,0,i»nk 

gomsa, nangtwisuingel do kuya d, C)lf „ ’
be tired to-morrow, nor the nex, day 1, *
ask again." Articles such as »e have shall
would still greatly benefit our people and^h^'b 

children. Your manufacturers are little aware 
how much they are benefited by Missionary 
operations. Ten years ago there was litil0 or 
no trade among this and the neighbouring triW, 
hut now some thousand of blankets, axes, pKk( 
tkc., are sold or exchanged lor cable a’mongg 
them; and now blue calico shirts are likelv to 
become in much demand, especially witb'th* 
young; principally through having been coo- 
merited on our institutions.

But the best ot all is, God is with ut 
is our solace and delight : all would profitïml^ 
unless souls were brought to Christ, and “ say*f 
by the washing of regeneration and renewing of 
the Holy Ghost." Some time ago eighteen were 
added to the number of onr church members, 
whose conduct show forth the praise of God — 
Some of them know the power ol God to save, 
and others are seeking the blessing ol justifica­
tion through faith in the Redeemer. May the 
Lord add abundantly to the number ot sucb 1

In one of our love-feasts some t ime since it was 
delightful lo hear the people relate the great 
and wondrous change the grace o( God has 
wrought in them.

One young man said, “ 1 was so dark and 
blind before 1 came on a Mission station, that » 
once, when a man, a Christian, came into my 
father’s house and prayed with the family, I 
wondered who he vraa talking to in prayer, but 
understanding he was talking with God, and as 
I could not see him, 1 went in search of him 
among the pots and baskets in the Lack part ol 
the hut, thinking I should see him there. But 
now his word has taught me, God is a Spirit and 
they that worship him must worship him in spirit 
and in truth."

Another man said, “ So dark was I formerly, 
that when I heard people talk afoul God, 1 could 
not comprehend who or what he was. The first 
time 1 ever went to a place of worship was at 
night ; and there 1 saw a sight I never law be­
fore. A bright burning light against the wall: 
it kept light of itself : I wotriieil and loo <|.—
4 Ah I’ I said, ‘ that is God.’ I never saw such 
a thing before : so ignorant was I, that 1 look 
the candle to he (id hanging on the wall. Hut 
to-day I do know (id is light ! lor he huh 
shown me 1 am a miserable sinner, ami that 
Christ Jesus came into the world lo save sin­
ners. -,

A woman said, “ As for me, you all know me.
1 have been a witch doctor and I ant guilty of 
many of the works of darkness. In darkness 1 
thought I waa right. but, O (id's word has 
shown mo I was all wrong. 1 hate my former 
ways. I now love the word ol Go-1, and 1 have 
vowed ever lo «hide by it. So pray for me."

A young man said, “ As for me, I was born 
in the word of Gd. 1 have been brought up on 
a Mission-station ; hut no one knows the wicked­
ness of my heart. I knew the right, but wrong 
pursued, till 1 quarrelled with my Teacher; and 
then 1 left the station with a determination to 
become a Heathen. J therefore kit, and was 
going through this station. I spent a Sabbath 
here and went to the house ol fid. But, O, 
that never-to-be-forgotten day ! The word of 
Gd came like thunder lo my heart ; 1 became 
as one dead; I could not pass to accomplish my 
purpose. I went to the Teacher ; / told hint all. 
He advised me to return, and ask paidon of the 
late Mr. Palmer whom I bad grieved and insult­
ed. 1 did so. He readily forgave me ; 1 sought 
Gd, found his peace, and now 1 am a happy 
man ; but all through the grace of God."

Many others spoke much In the same strain, 
showing the gross darkness of the Heathen mind, 
and the saving power of the grace of Gd.

It is pleasing to remark that we see not a few 
instances of strong desire on the part of some of 
the leading men in the country to be emancipat­
ed from the bondage of darkness and supersti­
tion, in which they and their forefathers have 
been bound lor generations past. Many are well 
convinced of the truths they hear, and approve of 
the same, and would gladly embrace them but 
for fear of their superstitions countrymen, who 
seem to think that any departure from national 
custom would endagggf even their national ex­
istence. Thus it any particular afflictions belal 
a family,—>f their rattle die, or even their gar­
dens are unprductive, the doctor is called for • 
he may decide by stating “ L'tongo" (the female 
gd) “ is angry because sucb a one. is turning 
English ;" that is, praying or atlending the 
means of grace. He is therefore warned of bii 
danger, in which the whole family is concerned, 
lest all should suffer by some serious calamity-

Then there is their superstitious belief in 
witchcraft. A man abandoning the customs ol 
his countrymen is too liable to become an object 
ol dislike to his superior», or the majority. If * 
child should die In the village, if a Chiel or any 
other person, should be taken sick, or it any na­
tural evil should befal the clan, the witch-doctor 
s called : he is to decide, by fiendish antics, who 
is the cause of the calamity, from whose decision 
there is seldom any appeal. Death and confis­
cation of property is the general sentence ac­
cording to the law of fhe country ; and it is even 
perilous for the nearest relatives to remonstrate 
on sucb occasions. An instance of this kind re­
cently occurred. A woman was charged by the
witch-doctor of being the cause of the death of a 
child in the villige. To extort confe»*00’
was
to
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