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"RUSSIA'S ANGER AND

M-

POTENCE

St. Petersburg despatches say Russia
will gtrenously protest against the treaty
signet!(:b@Ween Britain and Thibet, assert-
ing thdt it violates an understanding be-
tween Russia and Britain concerning the
object of the Thibet expedition. The in-
epired ,mewspapers at the Russian . capital,
which  recently discussed an Angib-Rus
sian a'lilitfnéé‘wnd spoke of the. Thibet. mis-
sion u.m no way obnoxious' to Russia,
have mow taken a hint from _government
sources and : are -off. on apother = tack.
“Perfidious ‘Albion” is- their: text. ‘Fhese’
% Jonrn&&‘ i)rbfeﬁ an’ extraordinary + inno-
| oence... gy speak now as if they had be-
. leved -al along that ‘Great Britain /was
pushing an expedition to the “roof of the

ki

PR Lt A e

o e

G g

Z world” ‘for the sole purpose of opening 2
- marketto Ir!dia. :
The'ringing words of Lord Curzon an-
& 3 mouncing a determination to prevent any
?( " of the Powers—meaning Russia—from ob-
2

\ taining & dominant influence within strik-
ing distance of the Indian Empire were
nob npblien in a whisper, and must have
sounded ominous in St. Petersburg. The
poaition taken by Lord Curzon was not

disavowed by the British government,

g and sll the world knew ‘that after Youns-

*  hausband reached Lhassa that country

? would-become in a sense a British protec:

{  torate.: The surprise and indignation QoW

; voiced by the St. Petersburg mewspapers
| therefore is surprising and is evidently the
result of inspiration from a high quarter.
£, ‘That‘the British ‘will recede from their
E position is ot to be expected. Nor is it

9 probable ‘that Russia will do more than
E’ protest, Had she been determined 'to “cre-

i ate complications and use them as an ex:
3 . cuse for embroiling other: nations in the
i Easterp war she would not have complied
. with the demands of the British in regard to

the action ©of her volunteer cruisers. The

S AR

future ‘of Thibet will generally be regard-
ed as settled. Moreover Russia’s status as
a maval power has become insignificant.
' Mhe Boston Herald in an editorial on the
' possibility of intervention, w.ll summar-
7 izes tthe alteration in Russia’s position and
| prestige as a result of lcss than eight
months’ fighting:
* «Those represcnting the government at
St. Pepersburg can hardly faii to recog-
mize that the position before the world
which Russia now occupies as a greal
power, ‘ngée KilTall the psople of the
world jmust respect, s quitediffcrent
now frem thatiibawvasisix-or -eight, months
ago. Would thesame disasters have over-
4aken Gemnany, Trace or England i
they, instead of Russia, had been- called
mpon to encounter the attacksof the Jap-
anese? It ‘is hard to answeseran inqu\i-ry of
#his kind; -but the general assumption
seems to be that, if conditions had varjed
in the manmer suggested on the score of
pationality, these other European powers
would have shown themselves to be much
stronger than the Russians frave been in
the war that they carried on. Raussia
may, not have descended in popular esti-
mation to the rank of a second-class power
by, her ‘recent experience, but she is cer-
tainly no longer looked upon aJ the great-
est a.n'djj!:mnge_st nation upon earth.”
That-ds really a miid estimate. The
writer adds that “it is necessary for thpse
nﬂiciah,_,rep‘rmenting» the government of
“the Czar to speak with rather less arro-
gance dlianwas “their custom in the past.”’
Russia’sv:pr'é@it'vhﬁs sxl;ﬁered, and the Her-
*\_ ald saysshe “i3 in Mo position to earry on
a war through a erm .of.years, and the
same swrgﬁﬂzqg‘s_ﬁsug'of Japan. ‘laoe
latter empire is, fortunately, not embar-
rassed by, nqalready existing debt, and
this may make it easier to float new &e-
curities, the issuance of which is ‘made
necessary by expense incurred in carrying
—.-on thé'"wé'r. But Russia labors under the
disad-vgﬁtage of having pretty nearly ex-
:hauste(i its credit in western Europe,
while, for the purposes of war, the Rus-
sian goyernment has no credit in the Uni-
ted States. It was generally admitted
. that the last Russian loan, which was
raised in Paris, was taken largely on the
ground that it Wwas necessary for those
who held large commitments in Russia to
subscribe for these new bonds in order to
prevent a serious loss through the decline
in the prices of their previously acquired
lholdings; but this is a good' deal on thel
theory of throwing a good dollar after a
poor one, and cannot be made the basis of
a long-continued strain of national credit.”
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Under such circumstanges Russian dis-
satisfaction’ or anger’ over te Thibetan
treaty is mot a matter of such gravity as
it would have appeared to be even a year

ago.

.CANADA AND THE NAVY

The report that the Russian cruiser seen
off the coast of Vancouver Island may
intend to overhaul one of the Canadian
Pacific Railway's “Empress”
gives a new and powerful argument to
those who maintain that Canada should
contribute direatly to the maintenance of
the British navy. There are, no dcubt,
(anadian vessels in the Pacific carrying
goods which Russia might regard as con-
traband, whatever British and Canadians
thought of them. The seizure of such a
ship would ruise Canada’s interest in the
question of contraband to fever heat. The
naval authorities at.Esquimault have been
instructed to watch the Russian cruiser,
and a British warship is likely to be at
hand if a seizure is made or attempted.
Qur commerce in the Pacific, in short,
might now be paralyzed but for the Brit-
ish navy. “Here,” says the Montreal Wit-
ness, “we have a striking object lesson of
our dependence, and of the necessity forced
upon us for bearing our share in the de-
fence of the Empire, which, as this in-
stance proves, is self-defence. If there
were no British squadron at Esquimault,
the Russian cruiser could do as it liked,
Canadian commerce might be swept off the
Pacific, and we would be utterly powerless
to assert our rights.”

If there were no Dritish cruisers at
quui'm.aualt, evidently Canada would hdVe
to have a cruiser there, and one would not
be enough. Canada would require a fleet,
and a small fleet might not answer the
purpose. It is true, of course, that the
British navy is not protecting Canadian
ccmmerce alone in this instance. It is
British commerce, and the whole Empire
benefits from its defence. That Canada
should contribute in some form to the
defence fund is generally admitted. The
form of contribution has not yet been
agreed upon, but agreement should present
no insuperable difficulties once the princi-
rle is recognized. Canada is not a burden
to Britain and the rest of the Empire, as
extremists in the cause of naval contribu-
tion commonly imply. The Dominion is
a source of Imperial strength. There has
Leen and will be objection to a form of
contribution by which Canada shall have
no voice in the councils of the Empire and
no direct influence touching the use of the
mcney or forces which she would be will-
ing to contribute. But that shz will as-
sume her fair share of the defence bill is
probable enough.

DIVERGENT VIEWS

It is the fashion just mow among cam-
paign orators in (Massachusetts to discuss
reciprocity with Canada. The orators are
very numerous and very industrious. It
is the heydey of the spellbinder. A report
of recent speeches shows how few of the
speakers hold the same views on the .reci-
procity question. One is quoted as saying:

“The next question is ceciprocity. I
haven’t anything to give in order to get
reciprocity, so I must stand pat on that
question. (Laughter). If Canada ‘wants
reciprocity she must pay three times what
we give her, So I am for once with Henry
Cabot Lodge. (Laughter). And if I go
to Congress, as I expect to do, I shall con-
sult Henry Cabot Lodge on reciprocity.”

This is a common view, though miost of
our neighbors are not so frank as this
orator. The remarks of another indicate
his belief that there is to be mothing in
the deal for Canada beyond an enlarged
market for her natural products, and that
reciprocity is a distinct step toward am-
nexation. He says: .

“The best interpretation of the tariff
law is the making of reciprocity treatics
for such periods as will insure prosperity,
to the industries concerned and prove the
value or futility of such comditions. At
present a ‘treaty wof reciprocity between
the United States and Canada seems to be
desired; the industries of this country want
the raw materials of Canada; Canada needs
the manufactured articles from the fac-
tories of New England, and an open mar-
ket for certain articles of trade will de-
velop a greater commerce between the
countries, stimulate business and bind Can-
ada to this country by such ties of com-
mercial friendship that the road to an-
pexation will in time become so easy that
the progress thereon will be without any
convulsion in the world of nations.”

There spoke a man who did not know
that he was using the most powerful agént
at his command to destroy the prospect
for reciprocal trade and even to make 1t
‘more difficult to secure a hearing at Ot-
tawa. Another candidate says:

“Personally I agree with our co-candi-
date, that reciprocity with Canada will be
of great benefit and ghould be brought
about at the earliest possible day, that such
result can be accomplished with proper
consideration to eafeguarding 'the imter-
ests and national dignity of our country.
I feel that the voters of this district, and
of the state, have the fullest confidence in
ithe “representatives of the Republican
party in Congress, and it really mabtters
little whomsover is chosen in the coming
caucuses so far as it concerns the more
quickly bringing about a realization of
reciprocal relations with Canada. Neither
of ‘the candidates could take a trip 'to Can-
ada immediately following his nomination
and bring ‘reciprocity’ with him upon his
return. The success of reciprocity is bet-
ter assured by, with and through astrong
faith in the candidates of the Republican
_party.” ‘
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It is surprising to find a man in Massa- desirable, or the United States may find
chusetts bold énough to declare that Can- | it mecessary fo treat mnot with Camada

ada is not ready to accept any terms that
are offered, for the land of the sacred cod-
fish is slow to realize the trend of semti-
ment beyond its own borders. Massachu-
setts is the storm centre of the reciproaity
agitation, and it will be seen from the
speeches quoted that even there the cause
is not setting the River Charles on fire.

NEITHER FOR SALE NOR TO LET

Mr. Edward Atkinson, of Boston, an
economist and philosopher whose fame 18
in some measure due %o the fact that he
suffers from a perpetual hemorrhage of
statistics, writes to the St. John Globe
offering, roughly epeaking, fo fbuy these
provinces for $46,000,000—his estimate of
our share of the Dominion debt. The of-
fer is not a personal one. He puts forward
the offer tentatively, and pauses for a
reply from the Globe. It may be ithat Mr.
Atkinson used to read the evening jour-
nal in its salad days. Perhaps he intended
to use its reply as evidence in a cam-
paign in the United States for the pur-
pose of bringing about the purchase. The
Globe replies that tthe question is not a
practical one, and that there is mo evi-
dence that it is likely to become a prac-
tical one. The Globe’s salad days, it will
be perceived, are over. Although any ar-
rangement arrived at by tihe Boston phil-
osopher and the.Globe would not be bind-
ing uwpon the United States on the one
héand and these provinces on the other, it
is pleasing 'bo mote that the St. John news-
P feels compelled to assure its dis-
ttin/guidhed correspondent that we are not
now in the market.

Mr. Atkinson’s letter is an unconsciously
humorous production. Were it not so its
publication here would be offensive, and,
by, one newspaper, particularly, offensive. In
their discussion of the future of this part
of Canada and dts relations with the
United States both Mr. Atkinson and the
Globe mise superior to mere sentiment.
They, discuss the ellienation of the Mari-
time Provinces much as a lumberman or
a grocer might consider expedients to in-
crease mext year’s business. This is not
surprising in Mr. Atkinson’s case, for he
has no viewpoint save that of the econo-
mist. It ds a passably important
truth  that the people of the
provinces thus bought and sold im
theory, are proud members of a
great Confederation within a mighty Em-
pire and that ‘they feel the pulsing mational
life to their finger tips. This is and will
be a matter wholiy beyond the economist’s
comprehension. An economist, venturing
into a field like that mow invaded by Mr.
Atkinson must soon become conscious of
his limitations.

The Globe makes mo answer to some of
its correspondent’s remarkable inquiries.
For instance he writes:

“And now come some questions which
at first may create irvitation, and, second,
leading to thoughtiful consideration. Is it
or is it not true, as I have been told, that
the fourth of July is about as much a
holiday in the Maritime Provinces as in
New England, with less rockets and fire
crackers? 'Why ,‘not? The Declaration of
Independence twas mot confined to the peo-
ple of the colonies; it was the declaration
of popular rights against aristocratic
privileges.”

These delightful sentences in themselves
show how intimately Mr. Atkinson is ac-
quainted with conditions here, and with
what rare judgment he has gauged the
sentiment of the people within the confines
of the projected purchase.

But Mr. Atkinson has an alternative.
Unrestricted free trade is to be estab-
lished, the United States leading the way
and Oanada being forced to follow. It
appears that the United States is about
to experience an astonishing chamge:

“A great wave is passing over the United
States under which the Dingley tariff and
all of its abominations will be swamped.
Its evils are being developed and the
masses of the people have become inde-
pendent of the ‘stand pat’ ring. ‘When
that barrier begins to go it will go rap-
idly. The people of New England, espec-
jally Massachusetts, haye already found
out that it is useless and witless to wait
for Canada to take the taxes off from her
people which are now put upon imports
from New England; they do not propose
to wait for Canada bo come to a common
sense conclusion about ftaxing her own
people before beginning to remove the
taxes paid in New England on Canadian
products which are mow imposed under the
tariff in the United States.”

Mr. Atkinson’s “great wave”’ has mnot
yet been detected by anyone else. It is
not surprising that he does not know
Canada. It ds surprising that in this presi-
dential year he should solemnly profess
to eee at hand the rout of the high taruf
forces in the United States. No matter
who wins it is not believed that the dom-
inant party, Democratic or Republican, will
materially peduce the tariff.

The Globe in commenting on the Atkin-
son letter says: ‘There ever runs through
the American mind the assumption that
there cannot be reciprocity with the United
States unless by political union.”

Very true. And that fact coupled with
what reciprocity advocates in the United
States mean by reciprocity has removed
reciprocal trade from the realm of prac-
tical politics. It is a dead issue here to-
day and will be until the people of the
United States have learned a great deal
about this country which they do not know
today. By the time they have learned,
reciprocity between Canada and the United

States may, no longer be either possible or |

alone but with an Empire sharing a com-
mon system of trade favors. The United

States has made reciprocity impossible in
the past. There is mo evidence yet that
it has repented of its tariff dniguities or
put away its swaggering view of its own
position. (Mr. Atkinson has been seeing
visions,

THE CROWDS GROW

The horse show is an agreeable and at-
tractive addition to the Exhibition, and
yesterday's events in the ring confirmed
the impression that the management had
been wise in featuring it. The attendance
grows. Yesterday the number in attend-
ance was about equal to that on the best
day two years ago; and mow that the
Moosepath races are over and there is
nothing to divert patronage from the Ex-
hibition, the turmstiles should register new
figures. .

The Exhibition Association may—and
will if it regards public opinion—make an
important step forward before another fair
is held, by undertaking the construction
of a trotting track within the Exhibition
grounds. This will necessitate an exten-
sion of the field by the removal of several
buildings and the purchase. or. renting of
some land. ' (The expense may be comsider-
able, but it will not be regarded as pro-
hibitive in view of the advantages to be
gained by the extension. Good Exhibition
races—at the Exhibition, not at Moosepath
—would undoubtedly swell the attendance
and increase the interest very ma-
terially. This project has been under
consideration for a long time. It is about
time the Association took it up in earmest.

A FLAG INCIDENT

The appearance of the Britigh flag caused
a miot in New Jersey a few days ago.
British capitalists have established, at Ber-
gen Point, a wire and cable plant, and
while the investors were inspecting the
newly finished building the president of
the company, who is a citizen of the
United States, thought it would be a
graceful thing o Tun up the Union Jack
in honor of the visitors. An employe was
told o hoist the flags of both nations,
and to have that of the United States
above the British ensign. This man, for
some reason or other, raised the Union
Jack alone. A crowd gathered and gazed
ominously at the foreign colors. Someone
carried news of 'the “outrage” to the
Seventh New Jersey regiment of wtate
militia which was enjoying a reunion at a
neighboring hotel. These gentlemen aban-
doned the walnuts, the wine and the
speech-making to “go and see about it.”
A policeman telephoned fer the police re-
serves to quiet the “soldiers,” and the flag
twas lowered before blood was shed or
brickbats were thrown. The British capi-
ttalists escaped with their lives. They saw
the erowd and formed a pretty accurate
estimate of its temper. New Jersey likes
o have British capital there, but even
$he accidental display of British bunting
anywhere except below the Stars and
Stripes, causes a serious commotion. Such
sensitiveness is mot unusual in the United
States, and these incidents show that a
large percentage of the population is ex-
citable and easily stirred to foolish demon-
stration

CHINA AND THE THIBETAN
TREATY

Russia is said to have inspired China to
mefuse its sanction of the British treaty
with Thibet. Russian influence at Pekin
not & plant of particularly hardy growth
just now, and it may be even more feeble
hereafter. Wihatever course China fakes
it seems improbable that Russia can stir
up ‘serious trouble for the British in that
quartér. The Chinese listen more atten-
tively to counsel from London than to that
from St. Pétersburg.

Tn most quanters the treaty is regarded
s settled and beyond disturbance by any
Power hostile to British influence. The
New York Globe says of it:

“For many years British India has been
periodically alarmed by reports that
Thibet was about to fall under Russian
influence. It has mot been exactly clear,
even if tiris should happen, how the Brit-
jsh in India would be menaced, but as to
this doubtless Liord Curzon is the best
judge. To head off this real or imaginary
danger the recent expedition Was organ-
ized, with the result that Thibet, while
remaining as before nominally a depend-
ency of China, becomes in ffact a British
vassal state. In another year doubtless
Russia would insist upon ‘compensation,’
and as an offset would seek to 'take a slice
from the Turkestan end of the Chinese
empire. But as things are we may expech
Russia to make mo serious counter move.
Great Britain, although her present status
is that merely of suzerain, has increased,
by many thousand square miles, the area
of the world’s surface to be marked with
red.”

NOTE AND COMMENT.

The large patronage commanded by the
Exhibition amusements suggests that a
larger amusement hall—and much better
amusements—would pay at the mext fair.
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An article from the Montreal Star, deal-
ing with the Grand Hotel matter and Mr.
David Russell, appears on another page
of this issue. The outcome proves that
Mr. Russell declined to be held up for an
excessive bill and that the persons con-

cerned promptly came to his terms.
- » - n

General Oku says the stubborn resist-
ance made by, the Russians ab Liao Yang

! s proof that they hoped to win a decisive

battle - phere and never contemplated a
netreat. Oku ought to know. He lost
some 8,000 men during his investigation of
the Russian intentions.
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There is a persistent ’report that there
have been more than twenty cases of diph-
theria on the West Side. The Board of
Health reccrds show about a third cf that
numker. The board ‘“supposes” all the
cases have ‘been reported.

- ® = 5

The Ross government lost its majormity
yesterday by the decision unseating Hon.
E. J. Davis, a member of the cabinet.
The parties are even now except for the
Speaker. But more election trials are to
come and the count may shift one way or
the other. The government is in a tight
place, but it is used to that.
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Col. R. M. Harrod, one of the Panama
canal commissioners, says the work can
be completed within five years. The
unanimity of the United States newspapers
in describing the Colonel as foolish may
not delay the canal but it is likely to oc-
casion the commissioner some consterna-
tion.

* * =

The Boston Herald, which favors Judge

Parker, says an analysis of the reports

from all the doubtful territory shows that |

Roosevelt has the advantage in almost all
the pivotal states at present. As the Her-
ald professes to regard the president as a
dangerous impenialist it musit find its own
news somewhat disquieting.

. » e

Campaign literature across ‘the line is

becoming more interesting. A genﬂeman:

whose whim it was that he had visited
heaven in an automobile, tried to break
into the august presence of Mr. Roosevelt.
There is only one answer to this. Judge
Parker must have a caller who has vis-
ijted the other place in a submarine.

® * ®

that Rudyard Kipling should

Queer ) !
Paris Figaro in which

write a letter to the
he speaks of an
‘scribes as spoilt by too much ease and
which sleeps and, because it snores aloud,
imagines that it thinks! Why didn’t he
make a poem of it?—Boston Globe.

He has. Several, in fact. Otherwise
Mr. Alfred Austin might not now be poet
laureate. Mr. Kiping does not please cer-
itain classes in Great Britain.

* ® =

“W. 0. Creighton” or anybody else can
have published enything he likes in the
Free lance about the Editor of the Kast-
ern Chronicle and no notice will be taken
in these columns; but if the fat Pharisee
who pretends to edit the Free Lance wants
to butt in he can be accommodated.—New
Glasgow Chronicle.

The Chronide editor gives Mr. Creighton
and others a great deal of latitude; but
there 18 something about a corpulent
Pharisee that annoys him.

* o =

The Liberal convention for Kings and
Albert is to be held at Hampton. The
announcement comes from Ottawa where
Hon. Mr. Emmerson and Hon. A. 8.
White have been in conference. The fix-
ing of a convention date is rather con-
clusive evidence that the elections are com-
ing before long. The joint convention will
set the campaign going in New Brunswick.
Hitherto Mr. M. E. Agar, who is said to
be still running for the legislature in St.
John county, had had the excitement “all
ito himiself.”

" ® =*

Lord Strathcona has added $50,000 to his
already great gifts to McGill University.
The University of New Brunswick, which
is a most useful and prog&ssive institu-
tion, could greatly enlarge its usefulness
#f it had even one friend like the great

Canadian who represents us in London.
~ - -

Toronto has heard a date, or rather two
dates, for the elections. A Toronto des;
patch foliows: “Definite information in
regard to the intention of the dominion
government to hold 'the general elections
has been received in Liberal circles here,
and the probable date is said to be Thurs-
day, Nov. 10, or Tuesday, Nov. 15.

L -

Apart from human life, says a contem-
porary, the war in the East is costing $60,-
000,000—say about ten Boston subways—a
month. That would run an international
arbitration board some time according t0
the plans and specifications of His Holy
and Imperial Majesty Nicholas, friend of
peace, as set forth in more forbunate days.

* & =

Discussing the elections, the probable re-
eult and the leading issues, the Charlotte-
town Guardian (Ind.) says in summing
up: “We incline to think  that
the railway question will mot greatly in-
fluence the decision of. the electorate in
the coming contest. There are many who
do mnot very heartily approve either the
government or the opposition plan as a
whole, and The Guardian is among the

mumber.”
- - -

A eclose observer who attended the per-
formance in amusement hall at the exhibi-
tion yesterday, says mcst of the remarks
he heard showed how many people were
thinking about what would happen if the
animals attacked the woman in the cage.
1e heard several discussing the quickest
way to get out cof the building in case
something dreadful happened. Some per-
sons usually leave before the lion tamer
enters the cage. The thrills and the ever
present speculation as to what might oc-
cur mean more money for Adgie.
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In case you encounter the exhibition
fakir here is a little comfort from the Y.
E. Isl Farmer:

“Dan’t forget the main fact that you too
are a fakir, that you tried to *“do” him

BEngland which he de- |
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Ove
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leading styles, with or
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ots, made in all the
on the back.
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3.85 to 9.00

Clothing and Tailoring -
199 and 201 Union Street,
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and fafled. When you pitted your inex-
| perience against his years of training,when
you tried to get something for mothing
{from a man ‘whose business it is to get
‘all he can, anyway he can, you showed
yourself a fool as well as a fakir. The fact
| that you are an amateur will not excuse
you. There is one infallible means by
which you can avoid being taken in by a
falir, that is, leave him alone. That will
save you and drive him out of busimess.
Anyway you have no more right to take his
tmoney for mothing than he has to take
yours.”

* * =

The Chatham aldermen are arraigned by
the Commercial. The council has ex-
pressed dissatisfaction ‘because the liquor
llaw is not enforced and the Commercial

asks why the aldermen retain in office

three inspectors who have refused to do
. their duty. The council's remedy is plain
enough. The trouble is that some of its
| members want the Scott Act fines to pay
! city salaries. One resulti is that the auth-
orities and the dealers are suspected of
having arrived at an understanding that
the law ds to be forgotten. The inaction of
the imspectors certainly tends to keep that
suspicion alive. Inspectors who do nob
inspect are worse than mseless and neither
the temperance men mor the advocates of
a license law believe they should be per-
mitted itio draw salary for work which tney
make no attempt to perform.

The Evening Post declares that Mr.
Roosevelt’s letter says in effeat to the
army: “Elect me ... and your opportun-
ities to glut your warlike passions will be
increased;” and to the mavy: “Elect me,
and your guns shall be heard on every
sea.”  Shucks! The army has not mearly
as much warlike passion per capita as the
Post’s editorial staff, and the last thing
the navy wants is war. Fighting modern
war-ships is as disagreeable a job as exists.
If Colonel Roosevelt offered the navy gun-
play in every sea, the navy would come
ashore and vote for Parker. The Post
should apologize to the service and mix
in more bromide with whatever it is tak-
ing. Men who know what war is don’t
like it. American professional fighting-
men are always for peace until war actu-
ally comes. The folks who want war are
amateur fighting-men, reformers, cranks,
contractors, and some editors and pub-
lishers of newspapers.—Harper’s Weekly.

But the professional fighting men have
little to do with declaring war. That is
done in some countries by the others whom
the Weekly mentions.
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Sir Alfred Harmsworth, the great Lon-
don publisher, who was at one time com-
sidering the purchase of a pulp area in
New Brunewick has not concluded a pur-
chase in Newfoundland as was reported
some time ago. He is now in New York,
and he said to the New York Herald on
Tuesday that the great problem wihich
confronits the makers of newspapers, both
in this country and. Engiand, is that of
procuring the raw paper. It nwas a more
serious question, he said, than was gener-
ally understood. ‘“Ten years ago,” he con-
tinued, “we began to realize it, and three
years ago I came here to see several peo-
ple with a view of procuring extensive
paper plants on this continent. 1 am niow
again considering three propositions, one
of which includes a concession of 2,000
square miles of timber land in Newfound-
land. There are two other propositions
elsewhere so tempting that it is quite
likely that we shall accept one or both of
them rather than Newfoundland. All the
concessions are in British dominions.”

MEMBERS OF FISH
COMMISSION RERE

Return After Inquiry into In-
dustry at Nova Scotia.
Points

NINE-INCH LOBSTERS

P

They Found This the Limit Favored
at’ Places Thsy Visited — The
Question of Bait—Commissioners
Find Fishing Hamlets Prisperous
Appearing.

The members of the fish commission,
with the exception of A. B. Copp, M. P,
returned from Nova Scotia by the Prince
Rupert Tuesday, after having heid meet-
ings at Digby, Sandy Cove, Little River,
Tiverton, Westport, Freeport, Meteghan,
and Church Poini. The subjects specially
inquired into, said Commissioner R. k.
Armstrong to The Telegraph, were the
lobster, herring, cod and haddock fishery,
and the dogfish pest. The consensus of
opinion at thé points visited was strongly
in favor of a nine-inch limit for lobsters.
St. Mary’s Bay fishenmen were almest to
a man in favor of this size limit.

Though the charge has often been made
in public that the Charlotte county fish-
ermen frequently refuse to supply Nova
Seotians with bait, not one man could be
found who would say that he had been
denied bait, if the men had it to sell. At
St. Anne points complaints were made
that the weirs at Seal Cove, Grand Manan,
took spawn herring - in large numbers,
while netters were refused permission to
take bait off the spawning ground, there
were also complaints in some quarters that
the herring industry was being injured
by the selling of lobster bait. Ome point
was made very plain, viz., that St. Mary's
Bay is a great nursery ground for herring.
cod, haddock and lobsters, and that the
spawning ground in that large bay had
been utterly unprotected, the Nova Scotia
fishermen catching spawn fish, with the
exception of lobsters, without let or hin-
drance. Immense quantities of herring
had been destroyed in this’ way. It was
also shown that at Mud Island, Trinity,
and also at Seott’s Bay, Nova Scotia, has
valuable spawning grounds.

The dogfish pest was not a live issue in
St. Mary’s Bay, but the outside fishermen
complained cf it greatly. The degfish had
not been so troublesome this year as .in
past years.

The members of the commission, said
Mr. Armstrong, were greatly struck by the
prosperous appearance of the fishing ham-
lets through which they passed. So far
15 outward indications went, the fisher-
men were evidently enjoying a marked de-
gree of prosperity.

The commissioners expect to take nup
work in Charlotte county immediately.
They will prcbably visit Scal Cove, Grand
WManan, on Thursday. Afterwards meet-
ings will be arranged for at Welshipool,
Wilson’s Beach, Deer I:land, Letete eor
Back Bay, Lctang, Beaccn Harbor and St.
Andrews. :
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