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iSo far m wages are concerned there 

has been no increase yet. If an in­
crease is absolutely necessary the ad­
ditional cast of operation can be tak­
en into consideration by the commis­
sion later.

Dr, Baxter favored an independent 
examination of the company’s books 
by a public utilities auditor.

Mr. Taylor, in reply, said Dr. Bax­
ter bad not taken into account, in re­
ferring to the Sloan report, the value 
of the water •power holdings of the 
company.

Dr. Baxter remarked that surely 
the company did not expect the pub­
lic to pay on undeveloped water power.

Mr. Taylor contended that the un­
developed water power would have 
to be Included. Mr. Taylor referred 
to a New York case In which water 
power was considered, and Mr. Sul­
livan Ipolnted out that the case was an 
exception, in that the water power 
was included by statute.

Mr. Taylor held there was ample 
evidence before the commission to 
Justify Immediate temporary relief.

Mr. Holgate asked Mr. Sullivan 
what benefit would accrue in Informa­
tion from getting new reports on the 
,Power Company other than the Sloan 
and Waterman reports, and the city's 
counsel replied that it might result 
In a reduction of half a million of dol­
lars on the value of the company's 
property, as shown In the Sloan and 
Waterman reports.

Mr. Sullivan said the public was 
entitled to prudent, skilful and honest 
management of company's properties, 
and If there wa* depredation 
bad management the public should 
not be expected to make good the de 
•predation. The «first duty of a com­
pany Is to give good service, the sec­
ond is to pay dividends.

Mr. Sullivan said that the company 
asked to be considered as a “going 
concern" and that the company stated 
it was "going into bankruptcy.” The 
city counsel remarked that if the

— not the transfer taken *place from the 
St. John R. R. Company to the N. B. 
Power Company, It would not have 
been necessary for the company to 
ask for relief at present. The cause 
of the request was 
In the transfer, 
there had been no increase in physical 
property.

The session was adjourned to re­
sume at a later date to be determined 
following a •private conference of the 
cctnmissioners and th,e counsel to 
decide on matters of procedure.

Following the conference held be­
tween the commissioners and coun­
sel it was stated that the date of the 
next session would be announced 
later.

The members of the commission, 
Mr. Sullivan and Mr. Ix>ring left last 
night for their homes.
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With Simplicity -

the issue of stock 
He insisted thati be gone Into thoroughly. The city 

would have to check op the Sloan re-are suit» which 
figure but no trim- 
the suit.
ied simplicity — 
dea for a high class 
jusinesa suit, 
in attractive van-

port.
Mr. Holgate suggested tint a fueli statement be prepared from 1813 to 

date, and Mr. Hopper agreed to bare 
this report made.,

A bare Increase In rates la not re­
lief. Mr. Sullivan contended. How the 
propoeed Increase should be applied 
would hare to be considered. It le 
doubtful If an Increase In the street 
railway rate would bring any rèltef, 
but an Increase In the cost of lighting 
would. Should we make the current

'
first Session Yesterday of Enquiry Into N. B. Pow­

er Company’s Affairs—Company Makes For­
mal Request For Temporary .Relief—Commis­
sion’s Decision Later.

Several Groups of German Machines Take Dif­
ferent Courses and Swoop Down on Slwymg 
City—Damage Done By Raids Considerable— 
Fire Chief Suffocated.» in many shades, 

mixtures. Fancy 
and striped suitings 

novel

•ser "carry the passenger sad the
Sea consumer on hie back?" Is a fair 
question. Then there Is the question of 
relative Justice. The user of electric 
light should pay only a fair rate. The 
puhUc should not be found guilty In 
the first Instance without evidence and 
fined for the benefit of security, hold-

Mr. Sullivan said St John was not 
considered wealthy and this would 
have to be taken into account in con­
sidering the proposed Increases. If it 
is found that the prepent situation 
could be bettered, by more prudent and 
skilf ul management this will have to 
be taken into account. Then there is 
the question of reorganisation. The 
city might decide to take over the 
business and there is the alternative 
of having public trustees. If a com­
pany says it cannot go on at existing 
rates, the public has the right to de­
mand that trustees be appointed to de­
termine just what the conditions are. 
Mr. Sullivan said he was convinced 
that there was a very large in flstation 
of capital by the N. B. Power Company, 
on which the company was expected to 
pay returns.

Mr. Lorlng, In rebuttal, said Mr 
Sullivan had adopted a policy of 
lay. The argument aimed at y “a 
oner rather than a physician.” 
support of his contention that the 
situation was desperate, Mr. Loping 
read a petition from the employes of 
the Power Company asking for in­
creased wages.

The commission appointed by the 
provincial government to enquire into 
the affairs of the N. R. Power Co„ 
opened its hearing in the government 
rooms, Prince William street, yester­
day morning.

Mr. Guy W. Currier preeidefii as­
sisted by Mr. Henry Holgate and Pro­
fessor Albert 8. Rychey. F. R. Taylor, 
K. Gv and Homer Lorlng, of Boston, 
representing American investors, were 
present on behalf of the Power Co.;
J. A. SulHvan, Boston. Dr. J. B. M. 
Baxter, K. C., and Dr. W. R Wallace.
K. C., represented the city. w 

Mayor Hayes, Commissioner Fisher,
Commissioner Bullock, Mr. P. Barn­
hill, K. C., R. E. Armstrong, H. P. 
Robinson, H. M. Hopper, Percy W. 
Thomson, Scott Morrell and Joseph 
Bodell, of Providence, attended the 
hearing.

In answer to the chairman Mr. bor­
ing said the company thought beat to 
leave to the commission the question 
of how best the revenues could be in­
creased. He suggested a moderate in­
crease in the electric light charge 
would bring relléf.

The chairman asked for a detailed 
report of cost of operation for the 
year 1913, fof the city and the com­
mission, and Mr. Lorlng, for the com­
pany, agreed to have the copies pre­
pared.

lOW Sussex is to have a big •patriotic 
demonstration on Monday, and among 
the speakers will be Sir George E. 
•Foster, Lieut.-Governor Pugsley, Lieut 
Col. McAvity and Major Guy 8. Kin- 
near. Proceeding the programme at 
Rive/side Park there will be a parade 
at 2.30.

St. Francis Xavier’s church will hold 
a picnic on Monday on the church 
grounds.

Miss Doris Slocum spent the week­
end, with relatives in Havelock.

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Creed motored 
to Hampton on Sunday and 
guests of Mrs. Creed’s parente, Mr. 
and Mrs. George Brown.

His Honor Judge Jonah was notified 
this week that his son Arthur, had 
been wounded in the head. No par­
ticulars have been received.

Gunner C. D. Daly, St. John, spent 
the week-end with his «later, Miss 
Adeline Daley.

Miss Ethel Bradley, trained nurse, 
com- wb° Is .at present engaged on a case 

pany was going Into bankruptcy, It at Bangor. Me., was in Sussex this 
• would not be worth much, and that week, visiting her brother, Lew, who 

de- probably it would be easy to find a returned from France last week, 
cor- purchaser. Mr. and Mrs. James Smith, Maple

Mr. Lorlng asked for a fair deal Avenue, are being congratulated on 
for the bond and stockholders. the arrival at their home of a baby

Mr. Sullivan pointed .out that had boy, born June 26th.

Paris, June 28, (Havas Agency)— 
Eleven persons were killed and four­
teen others injured through the explo­
sion of bombs dropped by German air­
men in last night's raid over the Paris 
district.

Reports ot the raid indicate that 
there were several groups of enemy 
machines which took different courses 
in an effort to break through the de­
fensive barrier of the city. During 
the commotion in the air thus created 
•ome of the machines evidently were 
able to effect a penetration, for bombs 
began to drop almost Immediately.

There was shortly a lull, after which 
the bombardment again grew In inten­
sity and then finally subsided.

The damage done by the raiders is 
reported as considerable.

President Poincare sent the victims 
messages of sympathy and solicitude 
on behalf of the government.

There were several cases of 
less onlookers being wounded by frag­
ments of shells from the anti-aircraft

Artillery Activity.
London, June 28.—Considerable an* 

tttlery activity developed last night on 
both sides In the region southeast off 
Gommecourt, southwest of Arras, the 
war office announced today. British 
patrols inflicted casualties upon the 
Germans in clashes in this area.

British troops carried out a success* 
ful raid yesterday near Merioourt, 
northeast of Amiens. An attempted 
raid by the Germans near Moyotms- 
ville, south of Jim tens, was driven off 
with loss ^ 
ment follows:

“A raid attempted by the

r to finish to your 
at short notice — 

18 to $42.

it's, 68 King St.
rlday evenings; close 
ye at 1 — June, July 
gust. Mr. Sullivan.

On behalf of the city, Mr. John A. 
Sullivan said he had learned from the 
chairman in Boston that the company 
had filed a request for temporary In­
creases, to afford relief during the 
hearing. He said the detailed report 
of operations for the first six months 
of 1918 would have to be checked up.

The deficit the company expects to 
incur in 1918 Is about equal to the an­
nual charge on the increased capitali­
zation of the new company. There 
should be no increase In rates tor 
stock which Is not represented by 
physical value. The question is wheth­
er the stockholders should get returns 
on an excess value of $1,152,000, or 
that the public should have to pay ln- 
creaeed rates. Until there is a close 
search into the transfer from the old 
company to the new, there should be 
jdo action. That is the answer for the 
company's petition tor temporary re­
lief. We shall enquire into the entire 
history of the transaction and shall re­
quire and should have time for investi­
gation. Before temporary relief is 
granted, there should be investigation 
of the validity and propriety of the 
excess stock of the new company. 
There can be no true base tor consider­
ation of increased rates until the city 
has been able, through experts, to 
check up the reports of the company. 
It may require the services of two en­
gineers. The city to entitled to check 

the work of experts in the employ 
the company, -through the medium 

of the city’s own experts.
Mr. Taylor held the city had agreed 

to accept the reports of the experts 
engaged by the Utilities Commission.

Mr. Sullivan replied that the city 
had not agreed to accept any report 
that was not satisfactory to the city.

Chairman—We will take the ques­
tion up later.

Mr. Sullivan said the increase in 
gas rates had been in effect six months 
and there ought to be a fair period of 
trial to determine whether or not the 
increase to siffficfont. For the present 
the commission ought to omit gas from 
consideration, as the matter had been 
adjudicated on by the Utilities Com­
mission. The net revenue on electric 
power In 1917 was practically 2.938 
cents per Kilo-watt hour. Mr. Sullivan 
quoted from the Waterman report It
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Wednesday night against one of ou» 
posts in the neighborhood of Moyenne* 
ville, south of Arras, was repulsed 
with loss.”

,,.lh. 20m. a.m. 
.. 7U. 8m. p.m. 
. 10b. 12m. a m. 
.. 7h. 38m. a m. French Statement.

Paris, June 28.—French troops last 
night carried qpt an operation on the 
front southeast of Amiens, as a result 
of which their lines were adranosd in 
Senecat Wood, on the Avne River, the 
war office announced today. In <H| 
action and in other fighting, between 
the Marne end the Ouroq, south of 
Dammard, prisoners to the number of 
122 were taken.

Mr. Lorlng.
Mr. Lorlng, tor the company, gave 

a brief account of the history of the 
organization, capitalization, develop­
ment and purposes of the Power Com­
pany from the days of the horewirawn 
cars. He referred to the Increased cost 
of operation on account of the war 
and said the cost of coal would be 

>1ieavy during the coming winter. The 
^company had received a demand from 

its employes for an increase in pay of 
seven cents per hour. The company 
realized that the employee should get 
more pay in order to meet the high 
cost of living. Six per cent, of the 
company’s revenue, $40,000. was paid 
to the city and county of St John in 
taxes. Mr. Lorlng contended that the 
company should have & gfeater depre­
ciation charge and should set aside a 
larger amount to cover possible -ac­
tions for damages than it has. He said 
the commission had power, under sec­
tion II. of the investigation act, to 
grant immediate temporary relief, if 
such were deemed Justified. He also 
said that the company had been assur­
ed by the Premier that the government 
would, if necessary, pass legislation to 
enable the company to declare the 
June dividends.

A reduction of 48 per cent, in the 
net income for the first six months 
of the year was reported, he said. The 
last six months of the year would be 
decidedly worse, owing to wages and 
coal. The net income would probably 
be reduced at the rate of $100,000 a 
year. The company is faced by a des­
perate situation. The oopipany’e sur­
plus is exhausted and the company is 
borrowing $70,000. Unless there to 
prompt relief its credit is irreparably 
damaged. If it can no longer borrow, 
it can no longer properly serve its 
territory. The company urged tor a 
prompt Increase in the different depart­
ments, so that thqre may be an in­
crease in revenue of at least $12,000 
per month.

M. Teyssiere, chief of the Paris fire 
department, died of suffocation while 
directing the rescue of victime of 
Wednesday night’s raid.
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i — Maritime—Fresh south 
ast wipds, showery.
New England—Local rains 

rstorms Saturday and prob- 
,y. Moderate east to south You Will Pay Twice as 

For Suits Next Winter
MuchMr. Taylor.

Mr. Taylor argued that the city had 
accepted the expert appointment by 
the Utilities Commission to investigate 
the affairs of the Power Company, and 
now Mr. Sullivan advocated delay. He 
said Mr. Sullivan took the stand of 
Messrs. Agar and Dykeman, who, he 
asserted, said that what was wanted 
was to drive the company into in­
solvency so that the city could buy 
in the ^property at reduced cost, 
v Dr. Baxter.

The city solicitor replied that the 
commission was not concerned with 
personal views. Facts were alone to 
be treated of. When the gas rates 
were temporarily increased there were 
some evidence produced. However, 
the public thought the action of the 
Utilities had been “speedy" and with­
out sufficient evidence, and that was 
one of the leading motives which led 
to the present commission.

Dr. Baxter held, with Mr. Sullivan, 
that physical value, not securities was 
what should be considered .in discus­
sing proposed increase in rates.

The •public should not be bound by 
a mere transfer of securities which 
did not add one dollar to the physical 
assets, but which aimed to Increase 
the public’s liability.

The deficit shown In the Sloan re­
port, Dr. Baxter said, was practically 
the amount due on the new securi­
ties issued.

June 28—The weather con- 
in the western provinces, 

rs have been almost gen- 
mitoba and Saskatchewan, 
n Alberta. From Ontario 
t has been mostly fair and 
ept in southern Nova Sco­
tt has been quite cool.
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libel Margaret Gorham of 
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at St Elizabeth’s hospital 
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Today and while the Summer Sale lasts you can get genuine SEMI-READY SUITS at about half what 
they will cost in a year from'now—if the wool shortage persists.

Prices are advancing every month—we have done what we can to stop it—and this Store has been given 
every cancelled order in the big Semi-Ready .Shops to dispose of.

Surplus stocks such as these are hard to get—and were it not for for our close alliance with the biggest 
and best tailoring shops in Canada it would be impossible to give values such as these.

Something better in high class tailoring—Suits which appeal even to the man who 
anything at a Sale!"

that t3ati&ft@&\
XI ✓r ?t 1 *r

says: "I never buyol
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o Suits for Men in Sizes from 
36 to 46 inch breast, label 
price $25—for

impions 
ition of X

lu-, ■ 1° ZyTlfTr
/*j $20.00.

1 All the latest and smartest 
Business Models and Style 
perfect fitting.Red 9i Ball)ilugs

Suits for Men in Sizes from 
35 to 45 inch breast, label 
price $30—for

Suits for Men in Sizes from 
36 to 46 inch breast, label price 
$35—for

Suits for Men in all Sizes 
from 36 to 44 inch breast, 
label price $40—for

A True Patriotic Beverage•r-service 
i coming It chases thirst so quickly you’ll almost forget you were 

thirsty; it cools, refreshes, revives, said gives you a rous­
ing appetite.

I
$28.00.$24.00.

Beautifully tailored 
merits—in Worsteds, Tweeds, 
and Homespuns.

$32.00.:et rings 
lain that 
osions in 
s up the

Designs for stout men, and 
for men of all types—in rare 
cloth value.

These are suits which a cus­
tom tailor would pay $28 for 
the cloth alone.

gar-
A patriotic beverage le Red Ball, being food and drink com­

bined, for, cholceet garden hope, the higheet grade of 
matt and pure artesian well water—In jnet the proper pro­
portions—are need in the mating under clean and sani­
tary conditions.

:
:

fine, and 
» “Abso- 
,lacement

A lot of fine Worsted Suits, 
"Bond street" 
worth 10 guineas in London— 
label price $50—for

$40.00.

100 Pairs of Odd Trousers, 
sizes 32 waist to 44 ; shades to 
harmonize with any coat and 
vest.

Suits for Big Men—for men 
who think that they cannot be 
fitted in a clothes shop. Extra 
large and roomy. We can 
show these at Summer Bar­
gain Prices.

J Ask for it everywhere, end keep some at home on the 
ice for yourself, your family and friends. cloth value ;

maintain LUT US SEND TOU A CASE.

Made Only by 20 p.c. off Label Price.

GEORGE W. C GLAND
Successor to Simeon Jones, Ltd*

The Semi-ready Storerbrats" •Phone Main 128.

Halifax Patrons Please Order Through Ward’s Express ft 
Import Co., R. T. Ward, Manager, Halifax, N. 8.a

King and Germain Comer

Suits for Small Men and 
Youths. Sizes 32 to 36 inch 
breast only. Worth up to $20. 
For

Suits for Men in all Sizes 
from 35 to 44 inch breast, label 
price $22.50—for

$18.00.$14.75.
Irish Serges, Scotch Home­

spuns. British Tweeds and 
Worsteds, Plain and Belted
Models.

This lot is chiefly imported 
British Tweeds and a few Don- 
egals and other weaves.
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