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quith Would Again be
of the War.

(Continued from page 1)

Supported Government.

Mr. Asquith said that when he put
down his motion he thought it would
be aoccepted by the government. He
had never yet given an adverse vote
on any proposal made by the govern-
ment. He had endeavored to help the
government in the prosecution of the
war and in defining the great purpose
of the war and the peace for which the
Allies were struggling.

Mr. Asquith said neither he nor his
colleagues had been concerned in the
composition or publication of General
Maurice’s letter. If, he saw, the
government intended to state the facts
it would be anticipating the conclusion
of any tribunakF and would be only an
ex parte statement.

The former premier said he kmnew
many of his friends had:thought he
bhad been faint-hearted in this matter,
and that there were persons other

as

than his friends who thought' of fiim
as being devoured by impatience to

Strong Reply to Former Premier Asquith’s De-
mand for Appointment of Select Committee to
Investigate Charges Against Lloyd George and
Bonar Law, by General Maurice, Premier Tells
Commons that if Motion was Carried Mr. As-

Responsible for Conduct

- '

ures on which his statement was based
came from Gen. Maurice's department.

The statement that three British
divisions were present in Hgypt, he
explained, was made at a cabinet
meeting when Gen. Maurice was pres-
ent and he had never corrected it.

British Front.

Regarding the extension of the Brit-
ish front, the premiier went on, Gen-
eral Maurice was at Versailles but was
not in the council chamber. He was
In a building outside with others assist-
ing the council. The extension of the
front of Geheral Gough’'s army, the
premier declared, was néver discussed
at that council, and the extension was
an accomplishisd fact before the coun-
cil met,

Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig, Mr,
Lloyd George sald, was reluctant to
extend his line, and so was the war
cabinet. The extension, he added, was
in response‘to very Breat pressure
from France. *

Mr. Lloyd-@eerge said Gedieral Maur-
iee, in the ahsence of the chief of staff,
attendec the eabinet meeting on the
day after his (the premier's) speech.
He was there on the following day as
well. He did not call attention to the
fact . that Mr. Lloyd-George's state-
ments were inaccurate.

Saw Him Often.

The premier added that he was in
daily contact with the general on war
business. They were constantly dfs-
cussing the question of figures, Bb-
cause General Maurice was an auth-
ority, as director of military oper®-
tlons.

The premier in expiaining the ex-

the man power of the army at the
beginning of 1918, as compared with
the man power at the beginning of
1917, in France. There was a great in-
crease in the man power of the army
throughout the werld in 1918 as com-
pared with 1917. But the increase in

throughout the whole area.

Francé was greater than the average|

son that it
M with and the

with by General
AR cunseyuence Or LB

some decision had been arrived at by
the cabinet without his consent. Con-
sequently General Robertson dréw up
the following memorandum:
“At the recent Boulogne conference
between the prime minister, M. Pain-

DONAR Law.

“I do not kpow whether General
Maurice had that' in mind, when he
talked about fighting strength, He
must draw a diffinction between the
combatant and the non-combatant, Let
me say at once, that I do not accept
that distinction when he talks about
fighting dtrength, as to who are com-
batants and who are non-combatants.”
Cries of “Oh! Oh!"

“Are those mien who stopped the
advatice. 'of the .Germans at Amiens
the other day cothbatants? They are

leve, G Foch. and myself, the
question of extending our fromt was
raised by the French representatives.”
Mr, Lioyd-George interjected: “Hav-
ing regard to the assertion that we
overruled Field Marshal Halg and
General Robertson, 1 want the House
to note thi words.’

The memo um continued: The
reply givem was that, while in prin-
ciple we, of course, were ready to do
whatever could be done, the matter
was one that could not be dismissed

or during the continuance of the pres-
ent operation and that due regard
must also be had to the plan of opera-
tions for next:year.

It was suggested as best for the
fleld marshal ‘t0 come to an arrange-
ment with Glemeral Petain when this
could be done. I am aware that no
further formal-discussion has taken
place, and the: matter therefore can-
not be regarded as decided. Further
I feel sure that the war cabinet would
not think of deciding such an import-
ant question without obtaining Field
Marshal Haig's view, and I am re':
plying to him in the above sense.
(End memorandum.)

War c‘%‘h\u Approves.

PRI AN was e vigueenuwn uL
October,” sald-the premier, “and the
war cabinet fuly approved of the com-
munication. Fleld Marshal Haig re-
plied at once thdt that threw a night
light on the Boulogne decision.”

not, if you begin to make distinctions.
“Are the men who are under fire
every day making roads an@ tramways
and railways, who suffer casualties,|
combatants or nor-cembatants? Does
anyqne mean to tell me that they are
not part of the fighting strength of
the army?”

Reading from a document which he
said came from General Maurice's de-
partment nine days after The premier's
speech, the sentence:

Germang Massed Densely.

"From the statement included it
will be seen that the combatant

tension of the British front said the
French defence had to be assisted and |
it was Hgreed to leave the time and|
the extemsion to the commander-in-|
chief. At no time had the cabinet
swerved an iota from the principle!
laid down by Sfr William Robertson,
then chief of staff. There was an ac-
tual notification to the French auth-

resume office.

“I am quite content,” he added. "ro!
leave judgment of that kind to the|
house and my fellow countrymen.” (

No Compulsory Powers. i

Unless an act of parliaméht were
passed, he said, the tribunal of judges
proposed for an inquiry into the Mau-
rice affair would have no compulsory
powers of any kind.

He considered it far better to adopt
the familiar machinery of a select com-
mittee from the house. The govern-
ment's proposal for a court of honor
amounted to an admission that an in-
quiry was necessary and that the mat-
ters raised were so secret they could
not be discussed even by a select com-
mifttee. He asked whether the govern-
ment still thought an inquiry was nec-
essary or that the case could be con-
sidered without the presentation of
secret documents

The suggestion was made by Mr.
Asquith that an investigation be made
by a no-party committee of five mem-
bers, which probably would be able to
reach a decision that would be re-
spected hy the house and-the country
in two or three days.

“What is the alternative?” he asked.

“Get on with the war,” C. B. Stanton,
a Labor member, interrupted. This
interjection was greeted with loud
cheers.

Mr. Asquith responded that the best
way to get on with the war was to
clear away misconceptions and misun-
derstandings which might have no
foundation but created doubt in the
mind of everyone.

Sir Edward Carson. leader of the
Jrish Unionists, appealed to Mr. As-
quith mot to proceed with his motion.
Str Bdward said that if the veracity of
the minieters was not' believed In the
beuse, there was no longer any possi-
bMty of carrying on the government.

Premier Lloyd George.

Premier Lloyd George was cheered
loudly when he arose to speak. He
said he had been treated unfairly. It
was the business of General Maurice
t0 come to the cabinet and point out
where the ministers had made mis-
takes, he declared.

Denying that the strength of the
British fighting forces had been mis-
».popresented as stated by Gen. Maurice,
- Mr. Lloyd George asserted the figures

which he had given were taken from
E l records at the war office. Since
time he had made inquirfes on

point, he added, and the figures
re not inaccurate. £
The demand made by Mr. Asquith
for @ select committee was character-
by the premier as without prece:|
in the history of the house.

Never Chalienged.

in office ¢

g

and when he had access to in-

orities that the question could HE® de
discussed in the absence of Fleld Mar-
shal Halig.

Distracting Controversy.

The premier declared such contro-
versies as the present one were dis-
tracting and paralyzing.

“I beg that they may come to an!
end,” he added. "National unity and
the army are threatened. The Ger-
mans are preparing the biggest blow
of the war, and I beg and implore that
there shall be an end to this sniping.”

The premier quoted from documents
from General Maurice's
dated nine days after the pmmler'sj
speech in which the statement regard-
ing thie relative sizes of the allied an®
enemy forces had been made, the quo-|
tation being to the effect that the com.|
batant strength of the British army,
was greater In January, 1908, than in
Jenuary, 1917,

Flald Marshal Haig at one time was!
under the impression, Mr. Lloyd-i
George declared, that the cabinet had|
taken the decision as to the Pz(tensloni
of the line without his consent, but
the Imperial chief of staff had sent a]
memorandum explaining the matter.
The milffiry representatives at the
Versailles council had examined into'
ithe proposals for the extension of the'
British line and had suggested a com-
promise, the premier stated and t.he‘]
extension took place under an agree-
ment between Field Marshal Haig and
General Petain, the French command-
er.

Judicial Tribunal.

A judficial tribunal would have been

the best for an examination of the
facts, said Mr. Liloyd-George. It would
have been short and sharp and have
given a decisfon immediately, H®
added:
“Since I have thrown myself into
the vigorous presecution of the war; I
have been dremched with ‘cocoa press’
slop.”

The “cocoa press” fs the Daily News
group of newspapers controlled by
Quakers, formerly the premier's stron-
gest supporters,

It was General Maurice’s duty, the
premier asserted, to tell the ministers
they had erected in an important
statement of facts. He had never
heard a syllable of the matter until
he saw it in the mewspapers. He
would agk the House to give a Judg
ment respecting it today.

The premder, di ng

Pe) (]

much. more vulnerable,

_extend our line in

agricultural output had fallen enor-

vating thelr soil. ¥

General Robertson and the
felt that it was inevitable that during
the winter months there should be
some extension and they acknowled-
ged that something had to be done
to meet the French demands.”

eral Robertson and accepted by the

strength of the British army was
greater on the first of January, 1918,
than on the ifirst of January, 1917.

The premier continued: *“I have
been charged with misleading the
public and leaving the public to be-
Weve that at tie time of the atack
on the allied position on the western
front that we had a slight superior-
ity in infantry, a superiority in cav-
alry and a superiority in artillery.
The whole of these figures were based
on statements made by General
Maurice.” :

With reference to the extension of
the British front, after declaring that
General Maurice, though at Versailles
was not in the council chamber said:
“There was not a single yard taken
over as the rasult of the . Versailles

council. Although General Maurice
dl«’i not say so the real point was
this:

Haig Didn't Object.

“It was asked in a question by Mr.
Lambert, whether this position of the
line had not been taken over by the
war cabinet against the objection of
Field Marshal Haig and General
Robertson. There was not a word of
truth in it. Of course Field Marshal
Halg was not anxious to extend his
line, mor was the war cabinet. The
pressure from the French govern-
ment and the French army was
enormous. What was done was not
done in response to pressure from
the war cabinet.

“I am not suggesting for a moment
thet our Fkrench allies were acting
unfairly. There was considerable
ferment in France last year on the
subject of the length of the line held
by the Frenckk army. The French
losses had been enormous and they
had sustained the great strain of the
ﬁg‘hung for three years.

“There wag a larger proportion of!

ch manhood put into the line than
in any other belligerent country.
They held a front of 326 miles; we
held 130 miles. But the Germans
were massed much more densel
against our line, and our lines wer:

Robertson’s Plan,

The French were pressing us to

order that they
might withdraw men from the army

for purposes of agriculture, Their
mously and they found it essential
that they should “withdraw part of
their men for the purpose of culti-

The chief of the French staff, and
cabinet

The principles Iaid down by Gen-

hi

Maurice's action, said he had asecer
tained. that Maurice had never made
representations to the chief of staff on
the stbject. i

Trampling on Regulations.

“¥et,” the premier continued, sar
caRtically, “this is so important that

.there must be an extemsion of the
British line.

be left to the two commanders in
chiof to settle together,

until the offensive was over.

must depend upon the military policy

for 1918 and upon the role assigned
those armies.

zmn that these were sound propos-

- demur, ' ~had never d
They. or departed from

were:
1'They accepted in principle that

2 That the time and extent must
3 That no extension was possible
‘4 That the Iine to be taken over
Everyone, said the premier, would

'-i'ho cabinet gmontcd them without

The premier complained, that al-
though it had been repeatedly assert-
ed that Field Marshal was not con-
sulted, Haig’s reply, explaining the
new light was mever mentioned.

Further Pressure.

On October 24th this question was
first formally discussed with the war
cabinet. There was further pressure
from the French. government and
General Robertson gave his views
concerning the line the British ought
to take, This conclusion was record-
ed in the minutes of the war cabinet
as follows: A |

“After hearing the chief of staff]
the following ‘eenclusion was record-
ed: ‘The w#r  cabinet approved the
suggestion of the' chief of staff that
he should reply to Fleld Marshal
Halg in the folloywing sense: ‘The
war cabinet are the opinion that
in deciding to } hat, extent the Brit-
ish troops can §‘over the lirie from
the French, regard must be had to
the necessity for giving them a rea-
sonable opportunity for leave for rest
and training during the winter months
and for the plan of aperations next
year and further, that while the pres-
ent offensive continues it will not be
possible to commence taking more.”

General Policy.

The general military policy for
next year is now under consideration!
and will subsequently form the sub-
Ject of a conference with the allied
governments. In these cifcumstan-
ces the war cabinet fear that until
this policy is settled it will be pre-
mature to decide finally whether the
British front can be extended by four
divisions or to a greater or less &.-
tent than this' That was communi-
cated to Field Marshal Haig and
never departed

The premier continued: “After
wards came the Cambrai incident
and the Italian disaster, which ne-
cessitated our sending troops from
France. That made it difficult for
the fleld marshal to carry out the
promise he hajg made to General
Petain for a certaln extemsion which
Was not as large @s the one which
subsequently took place. It was
then that the presemt French premier
came in, and he {s not an easy gentle-
man to refuse. (Laughter and cheers)
He was very insistent that the British
army should take the line over. We
8tood by the position that that was

“gonf: Field Mar-|
S0n the impression taat

‘in the absence of fleld Marshal Haig |this.

and every part. I am glad of that.

“But it was not so mich a question
of length of time. It was a guestion of
the reserves massed hehind them.
There are two questions to which I
must refer. I would like to say some-
thing about the 'effect of such action
as General Maurice’s on the diseipline
of the army. It was a flagrant breach
of discipline, which I regret. -

“Mr. Asquith falled to deprecate

Up To Asquith Then.

“If there was a vote of censure on
the gove. ament, we could not possibly
continue operations, if it carried, and
Mr. Asquith would then be responsible
for the government.” (Cries of No!
No! cheers; “and wait and see.”)

Continuing with reference to Gen-
eral Maurice’s charges; the premjer

to the cabinet or to thé minister im-
pugned and point out the mistake. and
ask him to correct it. Never a sylla-
ble was there until I saw his letter in
the newspapers. I say I have been
treated badly. Perhbmps General ‘Mau-
rice thought it was his business to ap-
proach his own chief of staff first.”
The premieér favored a judicial in-
quiry because judges were accustomed
to give a short, sharp decisi Mr.

.. “I am not gorry that thi . Mixed Crew on TﬁPM
47 has boen given to disposs, onoe for| (Soor o Bo: AR
aﬂ.:t!t‘::::m Nm'::l.luf ™ to?o;ntdnalm
won of this discussion about the exten-| " L YR
g:lotthlln.'ilﬁ.tﬁbol:xnu:! ; G

said: “It was his duty to go first of all|;

place on the high seas, enroute from mong
the Gaspe coast to Point du Chene a Mmm.tylﬁiférthe
m:ry:u..‘o' ™ i young man and quieter ones
The fight was a real one, according| - for those who prefer.them.
to- the story told by the fire stok- 0

i o e e e b Al prices from $18 to $35.
oy s B e * 7% Tailored to your special

The #tbiy came to light when the
first mate of the ship, ' Jaock Leary,
and the chief engineer, Michael G.
Hanley, appeared before Chief Ride-
out, in Moncton, and asked for per
mission to purchase and carry a re-
volver of the 32 automatic class,
“What do you need with a gan?” en- 2 - Lo
quired the chief. -, his own money. We have. stopped |

work on the Welland Canal, on the |
Life Threatened. Hudson Bay Rallwsy, in Halifax and {
Leary announced he' was the firat .

John.”
mate of the tug ‘boat, and stated he Hero Hon. Mr. Carvell interposed
had a “bocky” crew aboard that had,

that Dr. Reid, of railwags,
threatened tp take his life on various| 184" Within the past two months cut
occasions,

down work in Halifax to the extent of
“Have you any men of military age

over a million dollars.
aboard ?” queried the chief.

‘measure, too, from ’
variety of cloths., - e h:ze

Gilmour’s, 68 King St.

“And this cutting down.” Sir Robert
p " : , “will have to be increased, if
“I do mot think so,” was the reply. aAdded, “wil " 3
“We lost the only allen we had aboard.| ¥® are "‘t maintain our effort in the
He deserted the ship,” was the answer.| Yo and it is the intention of the gov-
“What is all the trouble then; whero ernment to maintain our effort in the

did you‘get your crew from?” the chiet| Vor 0 the end." (
MINIATURE ALMANAC. *

continued.
““They were shipped from the port
MAY--PHASES OF THE MOON.
Lest Quarter, 8rd ..., 7h. 26m. p.m.

of New York, and are mixed; we have
New Moon, 10th .,.. .,10h. 1m. a.m.

Asquith nad asked him what had bap-
pefied since Tuesday, to which he re-
plied:

Egged on Asquith.

“Since Tuesday it has become clear
from the dtatements of the press,
which support Mr. Asquith, that no de-
cision of any secret tribunal would be
aocepted. But those who are egging
on the former premier, prodding him
and suggesting that he ought to do
this or that to embarrass the govern-
ment will go on exactly as they Have
before. The governemnt have there-
fore decided to give the facts in public
and let the public judge.

The premier said that  Mr: Asquith
spoke as if the Whole press was sup-
porting the government. Mr. Asquith
had his own press, too, although he
seemed to think that all the vilest and
virulent press was that with which Mr.
Asquith did not agree. He added?

“I will point out that in the last two
or three years, since I haye thrown
myself into the vigorbus prosecution’of
the war, I have been dremched with
coooa slop.”

Breach of Discipline.

The premier continued his reference
to General Maurice's breach of discip-
line and asserted that he ought to have
tried everything before he did such 2
thing. Then he sald: “I wonder if it
is worth while {0 make another appeal
to all sections of the country, These
controversiés are distracting, paralyz-
ing, rending. It is difficult enough for
any ministers to do their work fight-
ing this war. We had months of con-
troversy over unity of command. This
is really a sort of remnant of that con-
troversy. National unity is threaten-
ed; the unity of the army is threaten-
d

‘“We have been occupied in hunting
up records, minutes, letters, inter-
views, raking up what happened over
a whole twelve months in the war cab.
inet. And this at such a moment.

“I have just returned from France,
where the Generals were telling me
how the Germans were silently pre-
paring, perhaps for the biggest blow
of the war. These things are happén-
ing now. They are askilg me for cer-
tain help. I have brought home a list
of things they want done, and I wanted

“I really beg for our common coun-
try, the fate of which is in the balance
now and in the next few weeks, I heg
that there should 'be an

for decision by the der-in-
chief. We never swerved from that
position.

Versailles Councll,

“At last Premjer Clemenseau sug-
gested that the question should be
examined by the military represent-
atlves at Vorsailles and that the Ver
sailles council should decide, if thers
were any difference of opinion. The
military representatives at Versail
les examined the question and  the
only interference, if it was interfer-
ence, of the war cabfnet, was that
they communicated with the chief of
staff who we thought was in France
at the time and Field Marshal, to
urge upon them the importance of
their case for Versaflles, o0 as to
make the stromgest possible case for
the British view. That was the only
interference, so far as the British
cabinet was coneerned. The military
representativeg at Versailles suggest-
ed a compromise between the British
and French  view coupling it with
the recommendation that steps ought
to be taken by the

end to this sniping.”
SEED CORN IMPORTS.

Ottawa, May 9~—In the past the
practice In connection with the impor-
tation of seed corn from United States
points has been to apply for the same
through the seed purchasing commis-
sion.

Hereafter all applications for im-
port licenses for seed corn
from the Unmited States must be sup-

had a terrible time with the men. An

English by the mame of Riley is .
now at the American Consul's office; First Quarter, 17th .., Bh. 14nf. pam,
t0 see about getting . back to New|Full Moon, 26th ....... 7Th. 82m, p.m.
York,” replied the mate.

“Oh, I guess you can use a gun,” said 5 ! . 5 g
the chiet, and gave him permission. TR £,y St
. »* @
Story of Fight. B d 2 § ; ;3 g
e
Just then Riley, in company with a g : g 8 N e
big deck-hand, called MacPherson, ap- m n S
peared in the station, and were asked|10 Fri 6.06 7.86 12.07 24.38 ,‘;03 ;3134; |
to produce their military papers. bat| 1l Sat 6.04 7.87 122 1350 7.49' 20.1:
12 Sun 6.08 7.39 1123 13.50 7.49 20.13
itead broved they were first paper|,g nion 01740 2.18 14.43 8.39 2103
Americans. Then Riley told a story of 00 741 3. 37 9.30 21.55

how he, a stoker on the tug firing a set 14 rme 800 7,'______8_'0_8_16'“ - |
of bollers, had 80 pounds of steam on, THE WEATHER.

but the “éngineer kept shouting for 5

more, and did not take into considera- Toronto, May 9+~—A moderate distur- |

tion the fact that two men firing anoth-1pance is approaching the Great T.akes |

er set of boflers were producing only}trom the westward, and prossure is re. {
latively high along the Atlantic coast

120 pounds between them. When he |
spoke back to Hanley, the chief engi-|and over the northwest states, Light 1
showers have occurred in western and

neer, he stated Hanley struck him, and
northern Ontario while in all other '

aocording to ‘sea traditions, after the
parts of the dominion the weather has

manner of “ye old days,” as B‘.t;!oy
said, he was stabbed in the head, with|hee It has been quite cool in the |

a knife, and hit with a stoker bar, He
told of applying ‘at'the et pére for a| i
warrant for the srrest of the,engineer|
but was advised that as.the alleged
assault had taken place on the high
seas, nothing could be dope. The sea

TOronto sece ese mom wes 60
law ruled. Kingston , ese weses 36 60 |
Riley and his friend, MacPherson, Montreal , o« ser o 40 56
are now enroute to New York, while Quebéc .. . eea ae 28 60 '
the mate and engineer are armed with 8t. John . . oon o 44 80 ¥
“gats” to enforce the time worn law| Halifax ... - . 40 5 |

of the seas.

Maﬂume——Modemie '\.v'inds:
with a little higher temperature; un-
settled again by Saturday.

I ASstat itnie 19

CASUALTIES

Ottawa, May 2.~Tonight's list of 59
casualties repogts three Canadian sol-
diers killed in action, three died, one
wounded and missing, thirtysfive
wounded, nine gassed and eight fll.
Maritime names:

Infantry.

RETRENCHMENT IN
THE DOMINION
IS NECESSARY

Sir Robert Borden and Hon.
Mr. Carvell  Tell. Toronto

to attend to them. ‘tion today urged.further federal -gov-

Ottawa, May 9—A Toronto delega-|

ernment expenditure of.-the Toromto
harbor improvement schems to pre-
serve the work already done. In prom

tion's request,: Sir Robert Borden
said: S

“It"is very dificult indeed for any
one not in close touch with the admin.
istration to realize the position hefore
the country in the matter of finances.
We find pegple. coming to the govern
ment as though we posséssed an un
ending source of supply of finances
for the purpose of carrying on the war
and everything else just as if there
were no war effort required. We have
done little in this country compared
with what has been done in some coun-

ported by a permit from the Canada
food board.

tries. In some countries, a man is not

ising full .consideration. of the delega-|"
GERMAN SUBMARINE IS
' SUNK BY U. S. WARSHIP

allowed to erect a building even with

Delegation Work Had to be| M—W. H. Dill, Pugwash Junction,
. 8. ‘
Stopped at St. John, Halifax| - Rallway Troops. ;
j Gassed—W, Reardon, 8t. John, N
and Elsewhere. B. -
Artillery,
S Died—A. Nicholas, 2{_ Johm, N. B,

Wounded—

Hugh Conway, Halifax, N. S,

James Moore, Halifax, N. 8.

Engineers.

‘Wounded—

H, Hill, Sydney, N. 8. :¢

F. C. Lord, Nasonworth, N.'8. '
—————— e

ing of a German submarine by an
United States warship, with a shot
Which lifted the boat completely ‘out
of the water and broke her in.two,
was reported by officers of the ship
on arrival here today. Because of the
fine work of the gunners, the cfew of
the ship was given an additional fur-

An Atlantic Port, May 9.—The sink l
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