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True Greatness.

BY ALRXANDER MACLAREN, D. D, (WAPrIST)
> CHESTER, ENGLAND,
Text ; * He shall be great inthesight
Luke 1 : 1§, i il
80 spake the sngel who foretold the b
Baptist. ** In the sight of the Tord "<SElie ]
on & dead level in his eyes, Though be is so bigh and
we aro 80 Jow, the country beneath -bitn that he looks
down upon s not flattened to bim, as it is to us from an
elevation, but there are grester and smaller men in His
sight too i
No epithet is more misused and

g,

of ' grest man.” It s flung about as indiseriminately

as ribbons and orders are by some petty state. Hvery
little mau that shakes & noise for awhile gets it huag
round bis meck, Think what & st are
gethered in the world's Valbells, and
world's grest men, The mass of people much
ou a level, and thet level is so low, that an inch sbove
the average looks gigantic, But the tallest blade of grass
gets mown down by the scythe, and
uch.mdiummmunﬁzm
the oven ae surely. There s the s false

of greatness, and there is God’s estisuate.  1If we want to
know what the elements of true grestness are, we misy
well turn to the life of this man, of whom the prophecy
went before him, that he should be * grest fn the sight
of the Lord.” . That is gold that will stand the test.

We may remember, (0o, that Jesus Christ, looking back
on the career to which the was og lorwaed
indorsed the prophecy, and that it had become &
fact, and that ** of them that were born of women there

had not arisen & grester than John the " With
illumination of His eulogiom we turs 1o this Mle,
then, and gather some lessons for our own guidince,

1. ¥irst, we note in him nm«lu‘ and immovable

¢ firmuess snd courage,

‘*What went ye out into the wilderness for tosee; s
reed shaken with the wind?’' Nay ! suiron. pillas that
stood firm whatsoever winds blew againet it, This, as 1
take it, is in some true sense the basis of a1l mora) great-
ness—ihiat & man should have s grip which casmot be
loosed —~like that of the cottlefish with off its tentacles
round its prey—upon that domivate his being snd make
bim a hero, “1f you want time to weep,” ssld the old
artist poet, ' there must be tesrs in your own eyes.” 1f
you want me to beliéve, you yourself must be aflame with
conviction which hias to the very marfow of
your bonés, And so, I take it, the first requisite either
for power. upon others, or for grestuess, in & man's own
development of character, is that there shall be this un-
wavering firmness of grasp of clestly spprehended fruth,
and urflinching bolduess of devotion to it,

I need not remind you how magnificently, ail through
the life of our typical example, this quatity was staiped
upon utterance snd every sct. 1t resched its
climax, no doubt, in his besrding Herod and Herodias,
But moral characteristics do uet resch's climax unless
there has been much underground buildingto bess the
lofty pinnacle. And no man, when grest ogeasions come
to bim, develops s coursge and an unwayering confidence
which are strange to his habitual life. There must be
» the underground building ; and there must have ben
many s fighting down of fears, many & eur
many @ rebuke of hesitations and doubts in Wpllt,
desert-loving prophet, before he-was man esough to stand
before Herod and say, ** It is not lawful Jor thee to have
ber,” [

No doubt thgre is much to be laid to the accoust of
tempera 7 but wh their temp t may be,
the-wiiy to this unwavering coursge, and firm, clear ring
of indubitable certainty is open to every Christian man
and woman ; and it is their own fault, their own'sin, and
their own weakness, if they do not possess these quaiities,
Temperament? What on'esrth iy the good of our réligion
if it is ot to modify and govern our tempersment? ' Has
s man & right to jib on one side, and give vp the sttempt
to clear the fence because he feels thet ithis ows netural
disposition there is little power (o take the leap? Surely
not. Jesus Christ came here for the very puspose of
making our weakness strong, and if we have s firw hold
upon Him, then, in the measure in which His love bas
permeated our who nature, will be our unwavering
courage, and out of weakness we shiall be made strong,

Of course the highest type of 'this undsunted boldness

and unwavering firmness of conviction is notin fohn snd

his like, He presented sirength im & lower form than

did the Master from whom bis strength csme, The

willow has & place as well as the oak, = .
Firmness is not obstinacy ; courage is not rudness, It
is possible to bave the iron hand in the  velvet-glove, not

of etiguette—observing politeness, but of a true consider-_

ateness and gentleness. They who are lkest hing that
was ' meek and lowly in heart " are surest to

A

 of tremors .

no could wrench bis faith, felt it slipping out of
bis ‘when his muscles were relaxed in the dungeon ;
snd
£ message—to ask the question, after all,
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1 Jong that you and myself may be afiame for,

ness

may be enthusiastic over plain worality ; and may show’
* that we are 80, by our daily life, by our rebuking-the

opposite, if need be, even if into Hérod's

sometimes vibrates away from its true gosl, do
wot fet us be cast down, but belleve that s merciful

might beve been spoken what the Regent
:?Ed‘ byer Jobn Koox's cofiu : *' Here les one
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of Jordan, As we all koow, in
in his food, in the alms thet be had
rowe whove all regard for (e
wess that hold of flesh, and
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There is nothing thet 1 know in anywhere
more  beautiflul, more striking, than the contrast
b the two helves of  the cter and e
meanor of the Baptist ; How, on the ome #ide, be fronts
all men undaunted and recognizes vo superor, and how
neither threats nor flatteries nor anyt olee will et
him to step one inch beyond the of which e

is aware, por to abate one inch of the claims which e
urges ; and, on the other hasd, like some tall cedir,

by the ‘s band, he falls. prove before
and pays, _mlm‘ul::mu.
crease.”” ‘A man ¢an reeeive nothing except given
Wim of God." He Is a1l bolduess on one slde : &1l sub-
misslon and dependerce o the other,

You remember bow, in the face of many temptations,
this attitude was mutntained, The very message which
be had to enrry was full of tempiations 10 & self seek g
man to assert bimsel. You remember the almost rough
“No 1" with which, reiteratedly, be met the suggestions
of the deputation from Jernsalem, thatsought to induge
lim to say that he was more thap he knew himeel! to
be, and bow be stock by that infipitely bumble nd
beautiful saying, I am the vold''~That Is &ll. vou
remember flow the whole nation was fn o ‘Bisd of cop
spiracy to tempt hims to nasert bimeelf, and was ready 10
break into » fame 1f he had - o8 8 wpark, for 4l

Jeous Ch

* e were musing in (helr heart whether he was the

Chirlet or not, " and ali the lewless and restless elemecats
wotld have been only Loo glad to gather rousd bim if he
had declared bimeelf the Messlab,  Rememsber how bis

own disciples came to him, sod tried “to play upon his |

teal

tions of gross and perishable joys, should
““8corn delights and live Iahorious days.
No man has s right to be called ** great’ if bis aims are
small, And the question is, not as modern idolatry of
et, or, still worse, modern idolatry of success, often
Bés it out to be, has be great capacities? or has he
¥ prizes? but, bias be greatly used bimself and
. Bistife? "1 your altns are small you will never be great:
and if ‘your highest aims are but to get s good stice of
thi#world’s pudding—no matter what powers God may
hawe given you to use, you are essentislly o smafl man,
I remember & vigorous and contemptuous ilustration
of /Bt < Bernard's—he likevs .4 man that lives
for these perishable delights which John spasrned, to
spinging & web out of bis own substance, snd
Lehi l-ltnmhln.bunwm.hdmolmr little
M‘gnilpmqud‘btbhuwlmmm
surely, Our sime rather thau our  determine
our charscter, and they who greatly e after the
gréatest things within the reach of men, whicl are faith,
bope, chiarity, avd who for the sake of effecting these
aspirations put their heels upon the bead of the serpent,

:

men *great in the sight of the Lord."”
WL Anotber slement of true greatuess, taught us by
our type, is fiery enthusissm for ess,

You may think that that has little todo with it, I be-
Heve it has everything to do with it, and that ‘the differ-
etibe between men s very largely to be found here,

jer tHey Aame up into the white hedt of enthusidsm
-zuwumm,mmmm only things
* thet can kindle them into anything like earnestness and
(emiotion are the poor, shabby things of personal
! .. need not remind  you, how all through

> Jobu's gareer, there burned unflickering and, wndyi:
that steadfast light ; how he- brought to the serviee

the plainest teaching of morslity s fervor of passion s

of zeal almost unexampled and magnificent. I need
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! y, and o ind
hig whom thon didet baptize,”” and so didet give him the
first credentials that sent men on-his cous
stripped thee, and ‘'all men sre coming t6 him.” And
you remember the lovely answer that opened such depths
of unexpected tinderness in' the rough neture: “He
that tiath the bride Is the bridegroom : The friend of
the bridegroom heareth the voice ; and that fs+
61l my cup with joy to the véry brim. ;

And whst conceptions of Jesus Christ h‘}oh that |

be thus bowed his lofty crest before Him, and softened
his heart into submission almost abject? He kpew Him
1o be the coming Judge, with the fan in Hjs band, who
could baptize with fire, and Be kuew Him to be 'the
Lamb of God which {aketh away the sin of the world.”
Therefors ¢ fel) before Him,

“Brethiven | we shiall not he ‘‘great fo the sight of the
Lord" anless we copy thint example of wtter self-sbueg-

tion before Jests Christ. Thomas A, Kempls says some- |

where, *'He is truly great who is small in his own sight
and thinks nothing of the. giddy heights of worldly

tonor,!’” You and I know far-more of Jesus Christ (has |

Johu the Baptist did. Do we bow onurselves. before Him

#g e did? " The Sousce from which he drew his grest |

nesy is open too us all,

Let us begin with the recognition of the Lamib of Cod
thit takes away the world's sin, and with ft ‘ours. et
the thought of what be is, and what e hes done forw
bow us in ‘unfelgnéd submission. et ft' shatter oll
drenms of our own importance, or our own desert  The
vision of the Lamb of Ged, apd it only, witl crush in o
hearts (he serpent’eggs of sélf-esteen and sell-1egard. |

T'hen 1et onr closeness to Tesus Christ, and pur cxper
ence of Bis power, kindle in as the fery enthusiasn with
which Bebaptizes w1l bis true servants, and Tet it, be
canse ‘we know the sweetnesses thet exece), deprive us o
all lability 1o be templed away by Lhe yulger and cosre |
delights.of earth and. o, sense,” Let us keep ourselve
cleaz of the babble that is round about us, and be stosg
because we grasp Christ’s hand, :

1 have been speaking tHls morning about o character
istic which may vot be attaiued by sny wiar woman ﬂ:
child Aeong s, “The Teast in the Kingdomm of Heaves

" may be greater thin be,” Tt isa poor ambitiom to seek 10

be'called ‘gredt.” 1t is 8 noble desire to e *'grest 8
the gight of the Lord,” “And if we will keep ourselr
close to Jesus Christ that will be attained, It will o

 Aex very little what men think of us, if st Jast we beve
i praise from the lips of bim who poured puch praise

Jis servant, ‘We may, if we will, . And fhen it will ¢
' vs 08 earth be dark, and our meno
rish from among men. “Of so much fame ]
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him to assert himself, ““Master | |
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