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THE VICTORY,

The result of Tuesday’s by-election
fn this city will be a great surprise to
strangers and careless observers, It
seems a wonderful thing to turn a ma-
jority of 997 into a minority of more
than three hundred in a little over
three years, and to do it in & by-elec-
tion against the whole strength of the
federal and provincial governments
concentrated on the constituenoy., It
has been said several times in the
can%paign that the St. John people
were never known to go against a
government in a by-election. The poli-
ticlans who ocounted on this record have
found themselves seriously mistaken,
or perhaps they may conoclude that
never before did so bad a government
present so bad a case to the constit-
fgency. On this occasion the electors
 Bave promowncefl an independent judg-
fnent on the issues and the candidates.
! government stands condemned.
2: minister who had charge of the

gampaign has met an early vote of
wrant of confidence, and the candidate

Bhos been carried down with the tide
©of disapprobation.

The Hberal conservatives were for-
funate in the chief issue and in their
®andidate. For one they are indebt-
#8 to the government, for the other to
fiiemselves. In the mnature of things
‘U.\e Grand Trunk Pacific eontract
would have been ome of the important
Juestions. But the minister of rail-
ways and the government ecandidate
made it the one important issue, They
fleclared at the beginning of the cam-
paign that the vote of the people in
this election would be regarded as their
Judgment on this contract. Minister
ehd candidate gave this distinct chal-
lenge over and over again. It was
accepted. Dr. Daniel in his speeches,
fr his published address, in his per-
sonal canvass condemned the con-
tract. Those who spoke with or for
the candidate and the press support-
ing him were equally emphatic and un-
compromising in their denunciation of
the measure. Mr. Emmerson and Mr.
McKeown appealed to the people of
6t. John to say whether they approv-
ed or condemned this scheme. The
people have condemned it in the most
clear and unmistakable way, And
fheir verdict is just.

rmeree,

Besides this issue there was more
or less appeal to the people on the
merits of the government and its pol-
foy. Electors were asked to vote for
Bir Wilfrid Laurier, to credit his gov-
ernment with any business prosperity
which the country has experienced,
gnd generally to express confidence
fin the present administration. §t.
John has told the country that what-
ever may be the opinion of other places
this community s tired of the Laurier
government and would welcome a
shange.

ey

Of course there was no appeal and
an order to the people to support the
government whether they thought it
good or bad, lest the city should not
get its ghare of patronage, and should
be refused assistance in the improve-
ment of harbor works. This part of
tha campaign included deceptive of-

‘

i

i

seemm——

fers, and attempts to coerce, From
insidious suggestions of the minister
that he would be able to do more for
the harbor if Mr. McKeown were el-
ected, down to the proposition of Mr.
McKeown that if the people did not
elect him they would say that . they
did not want more wharves, and still
farther down to Mr. George Robert-
gon’s manifesto forbidding the people
to give the government a slap in the
face, the atiempt to win votes by the
promise of bribes and the threat of
punishment to the community went on.
It was a low appeal, and it failed ut-
terly. The Ilittle deceptians did not
decelve, the coercion did not coerce,
and the dictation only made the dicta-
tor ridiculous.

Of the defeated candidate it is not
necessary here to say anything harsh.
During the campaign it was necessary
to refer to Mr, McKeown’s political re~
cord, and to his broken pledges. These
doubtless had their effect on his cam-
paign. But on the other hand it must
be admitted that he has popular per-
sonal qualities, that his ocampaign
speeches were far more effective than
those of his leader, and that his defeat
is due more to the cause he represent-
ed and the policy he supported than
to himself, It may be that some votes
were lost because many lberals
thought another aspirant better en-
titled to nomination, but it is doubt-
ful whether any other government
candidate would have shown equal
strength at the polls. The defeat of
the government was inevitable and Mr.
McKeown is not at all responsible for
it. If he made & mistake in taking
the railway measure as the chief is-
sue, the error was not his own. That
strategy belongs to Mr, Emmerson,

The minister of railways has certain-
ly not distinguished himself in this
contest. Mr, Emmerson s credited
with the exercise of his influence to
secure the nomination of Mn Mec-
Keown, and by this interference he
alienated the sympathy of many old
line liberals. He showed bad judgment
in selecting for the campaign issue the
measure which was least popular in
the constituency. If he had taken a
little pains to inform himself he would
have understood the attitude of the
business men of his own party on this
question, and would not have suffered
the humiliation of appealing in vain
to leading liberals to take an active
part in the fight for a policy which
they had publicly condemned. Mr.
Emmerson entirely undervalued the in-
dependence and intelligence of the peo-
ple whose help he most needed. He
seems to have thought that their care-
fully considered opinions would fade
away‘at once before his lTcla.maticm.
The thing did ‘not happer: Mnr. Em-
merson camped down in the place and
made such use as he could of the in-
fluence and patronage at his dlsposay.
The idea of summoning a provincial
convention to meet here and warm in-
to life his apathetic campaign was
conceived and carried out, but it was
pathetically ineffective. Mr. McKeown
would probably have had more votes
if Mr. Emmerson had kept away al-
together. The situation got worse the
longer he remalned.

Both sides had good organization.
The conservative committees were well
attended from the first, but the inter-
est and seal increased, until at the
end there was great enthusiasm, and
on election day the party had an un-
commonly. large crowd of volunteer
workers ready to undergo any hard-
ship and exposure, or to perform any
honorable duty. No doubt the feeling
that the tide of public opinion  was
with them was a great inspiration to
the party workers.

After Dr. Daniel was nominated the
Globe said that his defeat might be
predicted by a comparison between the
crowded liberal rooms and the thin at-
tendance at the conservative commit-
tees. There was never any. lack of
people in Mr. MecKeown’'s committee
rooms, though some of those who were
most needed remained away, and it
cannot be said that the government
failed for want of organization.

Considering the weather the vote is
a large one. With a fair day and good
roads the vote would have been larger
and so would Dr. Daniel’s majority. As
it is he has a majority of about three
hundred, and carries ten wards out of
the thirteen. A special effort was
made by the government party on the
west side, which was particularly in-
terested in harbor improvements. The
bogus dredging operations, the trans-
parent Hays telegram, Mr. Robertson’s
manifesto, and all sorts of local can-,
vasses were used. But Carleton re-
mains as of yore, loyal to the conserv-
ative party. Queens, Dukes, Sydney,
Lansdowne, Dufferin and Stanley have
been swept from the government to
the opposition column.

Special mention may be made of the
labor vote. Early in the campaign Dr.
Daniel was assured that he would re-
ceive strong support from the mem-
bers of the labor organizations, and
this assurance was made good. The
remarkable vote in Sydney wardis no
doubt largely due to this influence,
though some part is explained by the
personal popularity of Dr. Daniel
in that part of the town.
With a secret ballot it is certain that
the local government candidates would
all have been defeated in the contest
of last year. The open hallot offers
opportunity for coercion and -other
forms of undue influence which in yes-

terday's election could not be made
effective. 7 ¢

Itdoesnotneedtobonmthaxtha
polic¥ of the conservatives in fighting
this election has been vindicated, Every
one will admit this now, though a few
conservatives were doubtful about it a
month ago. Some of our ministerial
contemporaries ot}tslde of St. John
were good enough to aceuse this paper
of instigating this opposition. The
credit does not belong to us, because
the party did not need instigating,
though the Sun strongly commended
their course. Now sse Wwhat has hap-
pened. St. John is the only seat out
of the ten or twelve vacated which has
been captured by either party from the
other. We have made a record and
set a splendid example. Perhaps this
constituency —has deemed Canada.
from the burden of the Grand Trunk
Pacific scheme. .

During the term of the Mackenzie
government a by-eléction was held in
Toronto. The riding had been liberal,
and the conservatives made a fight on

the policy of protection. The seat was
won, and the victory was discussed all

over the country. It was the beginning
of the reaction. Other constituencies
followed. But in political history that
Toronto by-election is regarded as the
“beginning of the downfall of the Mac-
kenzie government.
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THE BY-ELECTIONS.

If St. John had not been captured by
the conservatives there would have
been no change in the party represen-
tation of the eight constituencies in
which elections were held yesterday.
As it is the opposition have three
seats in the place of two. But this is
not the whole of the gain. In every
case so far as can be learned, the con-
servatives have made gains.

St. John turns a government major-
ity of 997 to an opposition majority of
about 800.

From West Queens, Prince BEdward
Island, the returns are not complete,
but those received indicate a smallgr
majority than that of the last by-elec-
tion,

St. James, Montreal, which has a
nominal majority of 1,200 to 1,500, re-
dlbiced by Bergeron last year to 647, is
the greatest disappointment. It was
hoped that Bergeron would improve
that record, but his gain is slight.

The Hochelaga majority has been
cut down from 635 to 195, and but for
thq, direct influence of the Grand
Trunk company, the seat would have
been captured.

St. Hyacinthe, which was liberal by
1411 in 1900, is now liberal by 195,

The majority in Montmagny has
been slightly reduced. It was 218 three
years ago, and is now 200.

Ontario makes a still better show-
ing. The conservative majority of 43
in Bast Bruce has been increased to
150 and that of 221 in East Lambton in
1300, has been swelled to 538.

.The changes in Lambton, Hoehelaga
and St. Hyacinthe are large enough to
transfer from one column to the other
any riding where the government ma-
Jority is only moderately large. On
the whole was a good day for

the conservatives.
R e

PREPARING FOR THE LAND AT-
TACK.

Japan is not disclosing her intentions,
but the impression prevails that she
is transporting or about to transport
two or more divisions of her army to
Manchurid, either directly or by way
of Korea. It is not known what forces
Japan has now on the Korean penin-
sula, or whether it is the intention to
masgs the troops at the ¥alu for an in-
vasgion. If the invading force which
the government 8 now organizing
comprises two full divisions on a war
footing there will be nearly 25,000 com-
batants. A division in the Japanese
army includes two brigades, each of
two regiments of infantry. A regi-
ment is made up of three battalions,
each of 960 men. The infantry force
in a division should thus be between
11,000 and 12,000. It is represented that
one regiment of artillery number-
ing 720 men goes with a division, also
450 cavalry, and a battalion of engi-
neers, making all told some 12,000 effec-
tives

It would not be difficult for Japan
to send a division to Chemulpo, now

that she seems to have command of the
passage. While it is understood that
the Viadivostock squadron of Russia
is free, except the cruiser that was de-
stroyed, there are" Japanese ships
available sufficient to escort the
transports to Corea, or even to con-
vey the infantry soldiers of one divi-
sion without the use of other vessels.
—— e e —————

SEARCHING OF HEARTS.

Supporters of the government are
giving all sorts of explanations of the
election. The Globe says that the con-
ditions which brought about the de-
feat ‘“‘are not merely of yesterday, nor
are they solely the result of local ar-
rangement or management.” Yet it
adds the people gave their votes “very
largely upon matters operating within
the constituency, matters personal,.
local and elementary.” Also the Globe
admits that ‘“‘there is apathy in the
liberal ranks.”

‘While the Globe is indefinite in its
reflections, others concerned blame the
Globe itself. George Robertson, M.P.P.,
whose liberalism though brief is in-
tense, evidently refers to Senator Ellis’
paper when he advises the party to see
“that every paper claiming to be lib-
eral is really a liberal paper.” The
Gazette, supposed to represent the
views of Attorney General Pugsley and
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Surveyor General Dunn, says that “it
was an error of thé highest kind to
enter into the campaign without a
morning paper.” The Gazette adds: “It
“ was hoped that this Weakness would
“ be repaired by a sympathetic support
®from the Globe.. This expectation
“was almost wholly unfulfified.”

From the same authority we learn
that there is something the matter
with the machine. It seems that “the
“idea has taken root that the patron-
“age of the party was controlled by a
“few persons to advance selfish pur-
‘““poses.” 'While the attorney general’s
organ does not endorse this reflection
upon Mr., McAvity and his immediate
associates, it declares that “a manage-
ment must be established that will
be whelly free from suspicion.”

It may be explained by the manage-
ment that the Gazette has itself re-
ceived a patronage of $10,000 to $20,000
a year from the two governments, that
Dr. Pugsley himpelf has received year
by year a fair share of public money,
and that the writer of the criticism is
himself in the pay of the provincial
government. And it may seem to the
Globe that its own liberalism is no less
solid than that of the attorney general
or the former ocaitle guard commis-
sioner. But that i1s not our affair.

The Gazette says that ‘“‘there was a
noticeable lack of party enthusiasm.”
This agrees with the Globe’s admission
of “apathy,” probably the same apathy
that was discovered a week ago by the
delegates to the provineial conven-
tion. From some suggestive hints of
the Globe it appears that there will be
further searching of hearts before the
discussion is concluded.

——————
WHO WERE THE SECTIONALISTS?

Nothing could be more unfair than
the charge made against the St. John
electorate by Mr. Emmerson that the
people of this city gave a sectional and
local vote, ignoring national considera-
tions. The minister of railways, ‘who
would doubtless have been found in
St. John on election nighf had his can-
didate been successful, proceeded to
Moncton, and the next day went to
Halifax, where he gave out to the gov-
ernmeilt organ the interview reprinted
elsewhere. Through a journal which
calls St. John “Hogtown” Mr. Emmer-
son made his statements concerning
the narrow and sectional campaign
:Vhlch was made against him and his
government in this town. What Mr.
Emmerson said will form the basis of
many !"eﬂections on the public spirit of
this city, and his charge is in line with
accusations already made by organs of
his government.

The charge is absolutely without
foundation. Mr. Emmerson ought to
be ashamed to make it or cause it to
be made. It is the more gratuitous and
presumptuous coming from the pro-
vincial leader of the party which has
just been making a direct and insult-
ing bid for the support of St. John on
the narrowest and most sectional
grounds. The appeal to local self-in-
terest came altogether, or almost
wholly, from the minister and his
friends, and Mr. Emmerson is directly
responsible for it. Never did a govern-’
ment seek to seduce a constituency by
such suggestions of local reward.
What else was involved in the call to
the people to show in advance {heir
gratitude to the government for the’
things it was about to do on the west
side? What else was the point of
sending on the same day that the elec-
tion writs were issued the order to
’b-egin a dredging work which
jthe government had not decid-
,ed to complete ? The Hays let-
ter was a part of this appeal to the
supposed cupidity of the constituency,
for no one supposes that the Grand
Trunk manager four or five days be-
fore the polling became suddenly im-
pressed with the need of berths for his
company. Mr, Emmerson himself talk-
ed at every meeting of his desire for
électoral support in his benevolent
purposes toward this city. A little
variety of treatment was found in these
canvasses, but always they appealed to
the narrow interests of the persons and
the constituency addressed. In Mr. Em-
merson’s presence and with his appro-
val Mr. McKeown went much farther,
sSuggesting in the usual fashion of sec-
tional campaigners that the people of
St. John would do well to consider on
this occasion their direct, exclusive,
rpersonal interests, and elect a govern-
ment supporter whether they approved
of the government policy or not. And
then on the last day before the elec-
tion George Robertson, M. P. P., who
was one of Mr. Emmerson’s campaign
retinue, issued his signed manifesto to
tell the people not to give a slap in
the face to the government which had

the power to do this port so much good
or harm.

The offence of the people of St.
John in the eyes of Mr. Emmerson
is that they rejected these offers and
refused to yield to these threatening
intimidations. It is true that the con-
servative speakers and writers disput-
ed the statement that the government
railway measure was in the interest of
St. John. It is true that they showed
the deception of other local canvasses.
But it is distinctly and utterly false
that they confined their attention to
local questions. Dr. Daniel’s published
address laid. down a policy applicable
to all parts of Canada. He and other
speakers discussed the record of the
government on all the questions of the
day. The policy of protection and pre-
ferential trade were direct issues here.
Speakers and writers condemned the
Grand Trunk Pacific on national
grounds. True they pointed out that
it did not favor St. John, but they de-
clared also that it did not-connect with
any other Canadian winter port. If
they called for the nationalization of
&he port of St. John they asked for the
same treatment of Halifax, Quebec
and Montreal. In short the campaign
which Mr. Emmerson had to meet here
was a patriotic and national answer to
the miserable local allurements and in-
timidations of the minister and his
friends.

———a--———
CONCERNING THE STAY AT HOME
LIBERALS.

It is claimed by some ministerial or-
gans that the government suffered in
St. John by the smal vote polled. The
Moncton Transcript claims that the in-

- ——

at home liberals. If this were so the
fact should be small comfort to the
government, which, according to the
statement of its own organs, is so un-
popular in St. John that even the lib-
erals will not take the trouble to vote
for its candidate. :

But as & matter of fact the vote
polled was not small, considering the
‘wedther and the season and the fact
that it was & by-election. There is a
considerable falling off compared with
the vote of the general election of 1900,
when two of the leading public men in
Canada were candidates, when non-
residents were entitled to vote, and
many residents were brought hither
from temporary homes elsewhere.’ It
appears that fully 7,060 residents of St.
John city voted on Tuesday, while the
votes of residents in the pleasant No-
vember day of 1900 was 7,940, The de-
crease is therefore less than 900 votes.
Dr. Daniel obtained 200 more resident
votes than Mr. Foster, while Mr. Mc-
Keown received 1,100 less than Mr.
Blair. There is every reason to suppose
that if the 900 votes of 1900 had been
recorded the conservative gain would
have been proportionately increased,
and Dr. Daniel’'s majority would have
been over 400.

But the vote was fully as large as
could be expected in a winter by-elec-
tion. It was only 500 or 600 less than
that of the géneral provincial election
of last year which Mr, Blair made his
own fight and in which all the kallots
were cast that could. be obtained by
persuasion, coercion and corruption
with some assistance from personators.
It was only 150 short of the vote in
the general election of 1896, and was
apparefitly a little larger than the
resident vote in the general provincial
election of 1899.

There are other signs of active as
well as passive hostility to the govern-
ment. It does not appear that the con-
servatives made the greatest gains
where there was the greatest falling
off in the vote. For instance, the vote
of Victoria ward decreased from 714
to 574, which is much more than its
fair proportion. That is one of the
wards in which the conservatives came
out worse than three years ago. The
conservative majority in Guys was cut
down from 127 to 111 with a reduced
vote. With a reduced vote in Well-
ington the government made galns.
On the other hand, Sydney turned a
large government majority into a
minority, and Sydney was the one
ward which polled more votes in 1903
than in 1900.

On the whole there is reason to be-
lieve that with a larger vote the con-
servative candidate would have had a
larger majority. But the majority
will do.

—_————
NOTICE TO QUIT.

Eight by-elections in one day, and in
seven if not the whole eight of them
opposition gains. One seat lost by the
government, two opposition seats held
by greatly increased majorities, and
the majorities reduced by two hundred,
four hundred and nine hundred in gov-
ernment ridings. This is a record which
has no paraliel in the political history
of the dominion or of any of the pro-
vinces. ‘Taking in four provinces, re-
presenting urban and rural opinion,
these by-elections appear to offer con-
clusive evidence that the government
has lost the confildence of the coun-
try. Signs were not wanting in the by-
elections before 1878 and 1898 to show
that the liberals and conservatives of
those times were falling on evil days.
But no such general and uniform ex-
pression of disapproval of a ministry
was ever given at one time in partial
elections in this country.

The St. John election means a good
deal outside of St. John. Ail attémpts
to explain it away by allusion to Mr.
Blair, or by reflections upon the local
party management or the ecandidate
are beside the point. But St. John is
one of a group. Compare the vote
in Montreal with that of three years
ago, and we find a “losg of over 1,200
on a count in two constituencies alone.
St. Hyacinthe is a typical Quebec in-
dustridl’ community surrounded by a
farming population. Think of a major-
ity of 1,111 or within a dozen votes of
the total number of conservative bal-
lots, cut down to 190 in three years.
Hereafter let it not be supposed that
the conservative party cannot win
Quebec province.

Then look at the two Ontario con-
stituencies. One was carried in 1900 by
43 majority by a.candidate whose per-
sonal popularity and influence far ex-
ceeds that of any other in that group
of constituencies. It was known that
his successor had a large ground to
make up by reason of Mr. Cargill's
personal strength, and it was feared
that the seat might be lost. Yet the
new man has multiplied the majority
by three. East Lambton was in the
liberal column in 1898. One of the
events of 1900 was the capture of the
seat by Mr. Simmons with 221 major-
ity. Now in a by-election, with two
desperate governments in the fleld, the
opposition has added more than 300 to
the majority.

There is no doubt that the govern-
ment is growing weaker every day in
Ontario. Its hold on Quebec is weak-
ening. The chief commercial city of
this province has shown what the feel-
ing is in New Brunswick and the gov-
ernment hive in Prince Edward Island
is not what it used to be.

The government has recelved a sig-
nificant notice to quit,

—

Mr. Emmerson told one of his audi-
ences recently that he did not see any
reason why the party should not carry
the whole thirteen seats in the pro-
vince at the next election. The next
thing that happened was the loss of
the seat which at the last general
election gave the largest majority in
the province. It would need a much
less change in other ridings than has
taken place in this city’ to take from
the government every seat it hag in
New Brunswick.

L e

Mr. Emmerson says it 1s safe to pre-
dict a sweeping liberal victory in the
next St. John election. So it is, Mr.
Emmerson predicted two theusand 1ib-
eral -majority this time, and it dig not
hurt him a bit.

The minister of railways is quite
astray in his statfstics of the Bt. John

creased canservative vote was small

election,

but that the victory was won by stay
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Catarrh of the Lungs by Pe-ru-na,
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hbexlth since.

OMEN should beware of contract-

ing estarrh. The cold wind and

rain, slush and mud jof winter are espe-

clally contlucive to catarrhal derange-
mants, Few women escape.

Upon the first symptoms of catching
cold Peruna should be taken., It forti-
fles the. system against colds snd ca-
taxTh.

The following letter gives one young
woman® experience with Perunas

Miss Rose Gerbing is a popular soctety
woman of Créwn Point, Ind., and she
writes the following:

“Reoccafly I took a long drivein the

T snd being too thinly clad I
ggq;;? s bad cold gwhich eettlgd on my
lungs, end which I could not seem to
shake off, I had heard a grestdeal of

Miss Florence E. Kenah, 434 Maria street, Ottawa, Ont., writess

¢ A few mronths ago I caught a severe cold, which settled on o
Iengs and remained there so persistently that I became alarmes, 1
tock medicine without benefit, until
apset, and my head and back began to ache severely and freguent]y,

I was advised to try Peruna, and although I had [ittle fx:r ;
felt so sick that I was ready to try anything. It brought me Diesse !
relief at once, and I felt that I had the right medicine at last. Wi
three weeks I was completely restored and have enjoyed

s | now have the greatest faith in Peruna.”™

e
b o o o VN

my digestive organs bec:- 4

o
periec?

R E. KENAR,
bought a bottle to try.
that I did, for 16 brought speedy r
It only took about two bottles, angd ;
oonsidered this monsey well spent,
“You have a firm friend {n me, gnq 7
not only advise #s nse to my friends, by
have purchesedseveral botiles to givs 1

has brought about aspeedy cure whers.
over it has been wused.”-—Miss Roc
Gerbing.

If you do not-dertve promptand enti
faotory results from the use of Peruns,
write at once to Dr. Hartman, giving 5
full statement of your ease and ho will
be pleased to give you his valuable ad.

Parona for oolds and catarrh and I

i

Dr. Hartman, President of
The Hartman Sanitarium, Columbuz,Q,

T

The Russian Version

ST. PETERSBURG, Feb. 18.—A long
officiai despatch from Viceroy Alexieft,
wecouanting the details of the fight of
February 9 at Port Arthur, was given
out today. It enumerates the Russian
casualties, and says it is known that
& number of Japanese ships suffered
severely, which accounts for their not
following up the attack.

The Viceroy’s despatch is dated Feb.
18 and says:

‘After the night torpedo attack the
Japanese fleet, cgnsisting of 16 war-
shipg, appeared at 10 o’clock in the
morning off Port Arthur. Its appear-
ance was noted by the coast signal
stations as well as by the ships of our
squadron, which lay in the outer road-
stead fully prepared for battla, Our
squadron consisted of flve battleships,
five first and second class cruisers, and
15 torpedo boats, under the command;
of Vice-Admiral Stark and Rear-Ad- |
miral Ukhtonski. The coast batteries
fmmediately prepared to receive the
enemy. Our squadron weighed anchor
in order of battle, and, upon the first
ghot being fired by the enemy, the
fleet and batteries replied simultane-
ously with a lively cannonade. The !
‘most exposed to the enemy’s fire were
the ships of the squadron battery No. |
15, on Electric Cliff, and battery No.
13, on Golden Hill. Other coast bat-
teries, principally Nos. 17 and 18, were
also under fire.

“The following vessels took part in !
the battle: In the front line were the
battleships Petropavlosk (flying the
flag of Vice-Admiral Stark and com-
manded by Captain Jakovloff), the Se-
vastopol, the Poltava, the Peresvict
(flying the flag of Rear-Admiras Ukh-
tonski, commanded by Captain Poiss-
mann), and the Pobieda. There were
also the first class cruisers Bayan,
Diana and Askold; the second class
cruisers Boyarin and Novik. The bat-
tleships Czarevich and Retvizan and
the cruisér Palla, which lay at an-
chor, having been damaged in the tor-
pedo aitack of the night before, like-
wise participated in the fight, as did
‘the transport Angara. There were also

and second class divisions.
“Throughout the fight the torpedo
division lay to the right of the squad-
ron, a distance of from ten to fifteen
cabeltari (a Russian sea measure)
awaiting orders.

“The land batteries were under the
general direction of Major General
Baloff, commander of the Kwan Tung
garrison of artillery. It is still Qiffi-
cult to ascertain the result of the bat- !
tle, but according to observations
made by our ships it may be assumed
that several vessels of the enemy's
fleet sustained damage, which explains
why they avoided further fighting, al-
though they were much superior to s
in strength.

‘““According to the reports of the com- |
manders;” etc., as already cabled.

ST. PETERSBURG, Feb., 18.—The

i forces

engaged the torpedo boats of the first x

 railway near
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of the Big Fight

~ Port Arthur.

Ny

A Number of Japanese Vessels Were Injured Whic’

Accounts for Not Following Up the Attack.

T - B

A

statement that W. H. Kokovzoff, rec«
retary of the empire, has been appoi
ed minister of finance, is confiremd.

ST. PETERSBURG, Feb, 18.—A tr
gram received here from Port Arthur
says the Japanese have captured t
Okhotsk-Kemchatka company’s stea:
ers Kolik and Bobrik,

JAPAN IS ALL RIGHT.

WASHINGTON, Feb, 18.—The J
anese  legation here received an ¢
cial despatch from Tokio tonight s
ing it was not true that any Japan
vessels had been destroyed, so far
any of the naval engagements
that all necessary repairs had
been made, The Japanese fleet remn:
intact.

This message also denies the repo {
that the Japanese were driven
the neighborhood of Kin-Chau

| skirmish in which 150 Japanese we

taken prisoners, and declares thatt
Japanese made no attempt to land ot
Pigeon Bay. It says the Japa
have, up to the present time
made no attempt to land at any polr!
where they could come in contact wi
the Russians, and that consequent
all reports of land actions and Jap
anese losses are untrue,
WASHINGTON, Feb. 18.—So mary
offers of assistance, military and medi-
cal, have come to the Russian embass:
from Americans all over the country
that Count Cassini, the Russian am-
bassador, today cabled to St. Peters-
burg to learn the wish of the Russlan
government in the matter. As soon 23
the answer has been received an an-
nouncement as to its character will t
made. In the morning mail at the
bassy came fifty-one letters from d-c-
tors, nurses, engineers and men wish
ing to enter the Russian army or navy.
offering their services to Russia In tb

: Far Eastern war.

Count Cassini was still confined ©
his bed today, but his physicians ho;2
he may be able to be about the ro
by the end of the week.

NEW YORK, Feb. 18.—Suchida, ?‘j
Japanese consul general here, recels
tonight from the Japanese legation at
Washington the following cablegra™
from the minister of foreign affairs
Tokio:

The London Tir ~s’ Pekin corr
dent reports that Viceroy Ale
February 14 sent the following: *
abled warships Czarevitch,
Retvizan, Askold, Norvil;, Sebastor
Petropolovsk. Japanese driven f
Chenesow (Kinchau?)
Russians admitted about 70 killed on

19
Pall

land and claim 150 Japanese prison-

ers.” Russians have eleven ships ¢
of action and declare fifteen Japanese
ships are disabled. Boy-rin sli
damaged. The Japanesé surveyinZ
party reported to have landed at Pig*
eon . Bay destroyed.

. pess.
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