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THE NAVAL QUESTION.

The Naval question, particularly that
Phase of it which delights our contem-
borary as a hobby, may always be de-
pended upon as a basis for attack on
the Dominion government, and yester-
day we.are treated to another of its
characteristic Admitting
that Admiral Henderson’s' str!ctures

were made either in i§noranee of ’tbe
facts or else in contemptuous dlsregard
of them, the Colonist goes the admiral
one better and attacks the sincerity of
the authorities who have thé naval af-

criticisms.

beginning the active development of &

. naval programme by the building of

ten warships it sa}'{gfi -

“We wish we could-feel quite sure
that the building of the ten proposed
vessels was intended 'to be the begin-
ning of a serious effort to share in the

* naval defences of the*Empire; we wish
- we could be quite sure that those who

talked about giving a battleship or two
to the United Kingdom really believed
in  their heart of hearts that.the time
has come when Canada ‘should accept

~ the full measure of the responsibility

that ought to rest upon her as the key-

" stone of the Imperial arch, as a "do-

minifon, exposed on two sides to an in-

- vading fleet and as a country that ex-

pects the Royal navy. to.come to her
help in time of need.".

So far as ga.inlng any information
from the above as»to what our con-
temporary thinks it is the duty of the
country to do immediately, in addition
to beginning the comstruction of ten
ships, one seeks’ - in vain for
knowledge. It would appear that the
country would be safe if the Colonist
“could feel quite sure that the building
of these ten ships is the beginning of
a serious effort to share in the Naval
defences of the Empire.”, The applica-
tion of the remedy, it would appear, is
most necessary in the Broad Street

" newspaper office, for we algo wish the

Colonist -could feel quite sure about

* many things which would compel it to

'be,‘sensible in its criticisms and net act
like an Iirresponsible and captious
faultfinder whose whole argument con-
sists in attacking the sincerity and im-
pugning the motives of others. The
Colonist can make every allowance“for
inspired
criticism of Admiral Henderson, but it
is incapable of treating with common
courtesy the government in power and
which it must malign at the expense

" and sacrifice of every canon Or reason-

able criticism. As nothing short of a
surgical operation would euge the ob-
session of the Colonist, ‘we.  fear the
country must manage to struggle along
somehow and risk the awful darigers
to which it is at present exposed.

In the meantime .the British Ad-
miralty appears to be satisfled that
Canada intends to do her share for Im-
perial defence and has made a begin-
ning that seems to evidence her integ-
rity of purpose. Of.course, compared
with the Colonist the - British--Ad-
miralty is not an authority; it is too
easily satisfled. It naturally  has a
much more limited view of the perils
which encompass Canada than has the
Colonist and is Mving in a false sense
of security. This is proved by the fact
that “the Colonist was the only news-
paper in Canada that pleaded for the
adoption of the Admiralty’s suggestion
that a first class cruiser should be
placed in the Pacific ocean as the nu-
cleus of a fleet unit.”” If the Admiralty
found out after making this suggestion
that the Dominion had a plan which
was better and immediately approved

“that plan it is only fresh evidence that

the Admiralty has been hypnotized and
deceived. The Colonis§f now seems to
be the only living thing that still hugs
this plan, and because one of its pet
schemes has fallen to the ground it
cannot believe in the sincerity of the
government or the Admiralty,

It must be very comfortable this hot
weather for one to have so good an
opinion of one’s own opinions.

THE SALIENT POINTS.

It is little more than a month sinca
the Times opened the question of the
Fort Fraser land steal, and so devious
have' been the paths of those who have
essayed to defend. the aétions of the
government in reldtion to the matters
connected . therewith =-that, it may
the public has ‘lost sight of

X $o%s
cause -of this and because of the nu-
merous applications for back Aumbers
: the whole

the sub-

chance,
the salient .features of the . case.

of the Times containing

story, we reproduce to-day

stance of the various statements we
have made.

The Times attacked the adminis-
tration on the ground that by reason
of the reversal of an order-in-council
of April 2, 1911, the province had, in
the case of the Fort Fraser lands alona.

a,those la‘nds nor had they any money‘to

:or so;me ,Person on their behalf had an
fairs of Canada in dhu'gg,_ Admitting the.

:uaderstandmg with some member of
purpose of the government in already.

‘ﬁie government that these-lands were

‘ed an gption under the terms of which

Times believes and knows is: A

That 42,800 acres of ;lands in the
Ootsa Lake and Francois districts of
the province were located by an agent
of the government on behalf of three
persons who afterward came into. the
buslness world as the “‘ultimate ven-
dors” of these lands. .

_That in the locating of these lands
sixty-seven nmames were used in order
to comply with the regulations, and
that these names were obtained, not
for: the bona fide purpose of purchase
or settlement of these lands, but to
facilitate the purposes of the exploii-
ing syndicate. That more than half
of the persons whose names were used
had never any intention of buying

pay for the land, or any disinterested
person to put up the money .to pay for
them in their behalf. ;

That these three “ultimate vendors”

to ‘be acquired under the classification
of second class lands and were ulti-
mately to be paid for in full at a mini-
mum - rate ‘which was half - that
established under the order-in-eouneil
of April 3, the minimum rate after
April 8 being $56 per acre.

That these lands, being unsurveyed,
were ﬂlega]ly and improperly so clas-
siﬁed ‘and that because of the fact that
they were unsurveyed and their des-}|
criptipn as lots or sectlons was not
régistered prior to April 3, 1911, no no-
tice of *‘approval’”’ of the applications
for these lands could legally be-given
by the government until after ‘that
date.

That because of these facts the price
of these {lands fell under the regula-
tion of the order-in-council of April 3.

That lands for which applications
had been made by other persons—both
in small and large blocks—and for
which other persons had completed their
applications as far as had the ultimate
vendors of these Fort Fraser lands
were, after April 3, held to fall under
the provisions of the order of that date.

That if the Fort Fraser lands were
unaffected by the order of April 3 the
government made invidious distinc-
tions in interpreting the regulation.

That these ultimate vendors, by some
person ‘acting in their behalf, negotiat-

they bound themselves to sell theése
42,800 acres at the sum of $5.25 per
acre, and that, out of the first sums
realized from the sale of these lands
the ‘ptirchasers—not the ultimat® veén-
dors—undertook. to pay the government
a sum approximating $97,000, the pur-
pose of this payment being to complete
the titles to these lands and pay “all
sums’ due the government” on their
account,

That while negotiations for this op-
tion were pending the order-in-council
of April 3 was passed and that on ac-
count of that order the negotiations
were suspended.

That on May 11th, 1911, the order-in-
council was cancelled as to its retro-
actionary clause affecting the mini-
mum price of lands and that on May
13th—two days afterward—the sus-
pended negotiations were revived and
notice of exercise of the option was
given to the person acting on behalf
of those persons called “ultimate ven-
dors” in the option.

That prior to April 3, 1911, the legal
firm of which the Attorney-General is
the head gave consent to act as Brit-
ish Columbia solicitors for any corpor-
ation that might be formed for the
exploitation of these lands and that
the Fort Fraser Land Company, Limpa-
ited, of Londen, did acquire these
lands on or before May 31, 1911, by the
purchase of all the rights and assum-
fng all the responsibilties of the “ulti-
mate vendors” for the payments due
the government to complete the “titls
to these lands.

That, under date of May 24, 1911, the
legal firm of the Attorney-General im-
plemented its agreement, and became
the British Columbia solicitors for the
Fort Fraser Land Company, Limited.
The Colonist stated that the legal firm
did not become connected with this
trangaction until June 8, but in this
statement it is either the too willing
tqol of those who would use its editorial
colums to deceive the publie or else it
is deliberately falsifying of its own
accord. The Colonist has consistently
fabricated throughout this whole dis-
pute, and the Times has the documents
to prove this.

This is the case of the people versus
the government in the matter of the
Fort Fraser lands. The Times regrets
that in replying to the explanations
and devices of its contemporary res-
pecting this deal it has been necessary
to publish conclusions from the coin-
cident facts, the evidence of which it
has in its possession. Nor has the
Times executed a ‘‘vote face” in ths
maatter of the order-in-council. It
criticized the order of -Aprll 3 as un-
just because it was believed to be un-
just to many who had staked.land in
good faith. Tt has néver found fault
with the government for reversing that
order. What it has and does unquali-
fiedly condemn is the fact that the At-
torney-General boasted that no matter

{ for the unimpeded entrance of natural

1 oﬁﬂtm mmm.

ably_he, &nﬂelf. were to be’pinche
its” enforcement, ft-might be reveg§e
even i the province lost $450,000 by ﬁat

reversal.

ﬁ’xs'r'nus'i’ or ’nmcxpnocmﬁ ?

In his Vancouwer speech Mr; AZS.
GoodeVe, M. P., read an extract from
Pearson’s. Magazine which argued that
the agitation for reciprocitys in. the
United States was confined to the trasts
afld combines. This is a most rema.i'k-
able discovery, and in view of the dis-
closures made by the New York Herald
it seems 1mpossxble that it should be
true. A- ¢ohspiracy ol bankers, inmr-
&nce men, brokers,: ereamery compan-
Fies, foundrfes and ’ other corporations
was proved to have put up the money
to carry on the shamefully deceitful
campaign that was conducted in the
name -~ of the farmers of the West,
Every disclosure of the actuating prin-
ciples in the anti-reciprocity movem__é'nt.
so far as the populdr campaign Was|
coneerned, . has. shogwn ‘them to belong
ta the egorporations and trust- fattefled
interests. A few manufacturing con-
cerns in the Eastern states favor free
raw material, and are willing to un_@er-
take a certzin amount of competit}on

eommodities, but these are not a11gned
in fﬁror of reciprocity, they belong to
the agitators for the unrestricted and/
'free trade proposals of the Democri'tts
They would take the same stand qven
if reciprocity with Canada were not-an
issue. Mr. Goodeve is unfair in citing
these as favoring reciprocity. The
statement is but a half truth, ory in
other words, the worst kind of decep-
tion. But Mr. Goodeve nor any other
Conservative platform speaker can help
this. It is the last recourse. -Writing
about the distrust of reciprocity, which
some in Canada may feel who are not
among the privileged, a Boston con-
temporary says distrust of it due
mainly to the fact that thq influences
behind reciprocity in the United States
are not thoroughly understood. Canada
asked repeatedly for greater freedom of
trade with the United States, and Was
refused. Her pleadings for a fair teade
arrangement extended over a peno& of.
40 years, and were in vain. Then, _@nd
it miist- be confessed with some €pd-
denness, the United States ylelded, be-
came more solicitous even than C&n—
ada for a reciprocal agreement. In$n°
meantime Canada had been gro 4
and pro<permg The motives of ﬁis'
country were immediately ‘questiogd.'
It could not be, some in Capada }s]d
that the TUnited States governngnt
was ready to itgelf with’ae-
gard to reciprocity for.ether thaniu'l-
terior and selfish reasons. As a mattery
of fact, the influences that are demdnd-;
ing and forcing reciprocity in the Unit-
ed States are precisely those:that have
been demanding and forcing numerdus
other forward movements during tﬁe
Tast six years. It is the people rather
than the politicians who have brought
the reciprocity issue to a head. The
very best possible proof of this is to.be
found in the fact that it is smashing
party lines—that it is going to carry in
Congress not with the help of the
partizan organizations, but in spite of
them. Canada .need entertain no dis-
trust of reciprocity. The sentiment that
is behind it in the United States would
do her no injustice.

reverse

LATE THOMAS EARLE.

Another of the pioneer residents of
Victoria and one who was in much
prominence in the early business affairs
of the city, answered the inevitable
and undeniable summons Friday in the
person of Mr. Thomas Earle. His in-
terest in the early history of the city
will not be forgotten by those of his
compeers who still remain, and his
passing removes another of the human
pillars who buttressed the foundations
of the present property.

The late Thomas Earle was much re-
spected and for several terms he re-
presented the province in the parlia-
ment of the Dominion, his place at the
head of the poll, testifying to his per- |
sonal popularity and sterling qualities.
At his ripe and mature age his demise |
adds emphasis to the fact that al
mundane affairs and personalities have
their periods, but? Thomas Earle was

~An Opportumty to Buy Aa'Handsome Summer Dress
At a Great Saving

One-Pieéé Dresse’s in Mu"s and Mar-
quisettes at $14.75, $9.75 and $5.75

AT $14.75 there are many to choose from, in white only,

some with Diuteh necks and peasant sleeves,

others with

dainty lace yoke and colldr, and three-quarter sleeves, in
allover embroidery, with flounce of mull trimmed with clus-
ters of small tucks, two rows of lace insertion and headed
with narrow edgmg of lace and lace insertion.

AT $9.75, one-piece Dresses in mulls, Jawns and marquisettes.
Colors, Whlte, pale- blue, pink.and tan, made up in many
new and handsome  designs, including allover eyelet em-

broidered styles with ‘peasant blouses,

Duteh neck; short

sleeves, medium wxdth skirt with gores outlined with narrow

lace insertion.
AT $5.75, dresses in mulls,

blue, plnk tap, in new and very handsome styles.

lawns; etc., in colers white, pale
Too many.

to attempt to descnbe in deta}l but all big bargains at this

price.

or yokes of chiffon and net.

_many exquisite styles.

“‘terial to match

Neal and Se'aso_nable House Dresses
at $1.25 to $4.50

There are dozens of neat

and serviceable House Dresses in

chambrays, ginghams and Pprints, made with high or Dutch
necks, long and short sleeves, plain or pleated skirts in very

neat stripe and check patterns and plain colors.

They -are all

strongly made and are worth far more than we are now asking
for them. They are, beyond all doubt, extraordinary bargains
and the most approprlate dresses for the season. They are light,
cool, comfortable and durable ¢
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One-Piece Dresses in Poplins, Serges,
Ladies’ Cloth and Silks at $13.75,
'$9.75 and $6.90

AT $13.75, heautiful Dresses in taffetas, foulards, marquis-
ettes and pongees, in a great variety of rich styles and the
latest shades. Some have yokes and sleeves of allover lace.

Skirts in plain gored styles or

trimmed with biased bands of material to match.
AT $9.75, One-Piece Dresses in Panamas, black pongee, als,
‘black and white marquisette, including a few foulards, i
Some have high necks
.. sleeves, others with the popular Duteh neck and peasant
‘sleeves; skirts finished with deep’ kriee band of satin or ma-

and Ilong

AT $6.90, dainty One-Piece Dresses in all the most popular

" colors a.nd shades of poplins, serges ‘and ladies’ cloth, with
high or Dutch neck, long or short sleeves, some
down the back; others down the side, front trimmed
silk covered buttons and crushed silk girdle.

fastening
with

threaded with ribbon.
July sale price.

CHILDREN'’S BALBRIGGAN
years. Per garment

COMBINATIONS in fine cotton or lisle, with
sleeves, tight at knee, also in the loose style.

Cbol and Comfortable Underwear for

Women

BALBRIGGAN VESTS, of very

sleeves, medium low neck trimmed with
Regular 50¢ per garment.
TWO GARMENTS for

short
lace an
Special

fine ‘quality, have

woven

in sizes from 6 to

VESTS,

short or 1
Per garment

Men’s Outing Shitfs and Summer Un-
-derclothing at Remarlgably Low Prices

OPEN MESH SHIRTS AND DRAWERS, fu fancy. Balbriggan.

Shirts have long sleeves, and
‘ors white, cream, ecru, grey and ma.uve.
Special Value Per- garmient g y
_TENNIS "$HIRTS, with ’ajzhnm'y “eollar-

O[’ TING

Wers are ankle. Jength; ~Col-
All s1zes in stock.

. bamd: and soft deqible ngfs, in white and ecru’ self mercer-

:,-} -ized str}pe with: s@paﬁa\tg soft collar and:deuble cnffs.

July. sale price,

CREAM AND. WHITE DUCK'OUTING SHIRTS,
turndowd ‘réversible collars and soft cuffs.

gular $1.25 and $1.50.

GREY CEYLON FLANNEL OUTING SHIRTS,
turndown reversible collars and soft cuffs.

DUCK AND MESH OUTING S HIRTS, Wlth

collars and soft cuffs.
grey and blue.

Colors, white, cream, ecru,
All sizes up to 17. -July sale price. ..

Re- ;‘

_ with soft
July sale “price,
95¢

with _soft
July sale price,
i 95
oft turn-down
khaki,
.65¢

Seasonable Waists

SAILOR BLOUSES,

match.

material.

side, high neck finished with
edged with lace. Sale price

in linenette with turn back cuffs,
.and cuffs faced with cadet blue; pateh pocket and - tie to
Fastening down front through ‘hox pleat.

in New and Dainty

Styles at July Sale Prices

collar

July sale

We Beoesaceee

SAILOR BLOUSES with peasant sleeves and turnback cuffs.
The collar and cuffs are in:plain navy blue, cadet blue or tan
Are very cool and neat.

July safe price $1.25

» PLAIN TAILORED WAISTS in linenette with fastening down
the front and finished with clusters of tucks on either side.
tucked back, laundered collar; long sleeves and link cuffs.

LAWN WAISTS with embroidered front neatly tucked, has
fastening down the baeck with clusters of tucks on

eithes

lace, three-quarter sleeves

Garden Hose, Meat Safes and Water-
Coolers

GARDEN HOSE, made by the Dunlop Rubber Co.,

lengths, with couplings all
and

All kinds of GARDE\T TOOLS

lowest possible prices.

in 50 ft.
at $5.75

$4.75
LAWN MOWERS, etc.; at

complete. Special,

WATER COOLERS

Hach oo
Each-....

To-day we are showing a

3-gallon size.
6-gallon size,
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specially good line of low-priced

Safes that should prove t6 be of interest to these who require
something in which meat can be protected from the flies, but’
cannot afford one of our Refrigerators.

Size No. 1. Price
Size No. 2. Price

...$2.50
.$3.50

es e

All fitted with shelves and well finished.

household devices.

work in.

—4 pound or 6 pound size.

saved, to say nothing of the comfort of a cool

This iren is neatly finished,

danger of scorching your clothes or getting a shock.

For Cool and Easy Ironing Use An
Improved Electric Iron

THE ELECTRIC IRON is one of the

greatest labor-saving

The amount of electricity used in heat-

ing the iron is small compared to the time, fuel and labor

kitchen to

and convenient to

handle, the ironing face is heavily plated, giving a smooth

working surface, and the heat is evenly distributed. No

Com-

plete with 6 feet of cable and all necessary fittings and stand

Price .35 5

DAVID SPENCER, LIMITED

one who will often be remembered as
one of the middle-era founders of Vic-

Hon. Dr. Young also; as acting pre-

toria.

BOARD OF TRADE.

The .annual meeting of the Britizh
Columbia Board of Trade which was
held Friday
in the accomplished history and work
of this important The
annual report, a digest of which ap-

marks another milepost
organization.

pears elsewhere, shows that the mem-
bers of the board have been alive to
their opportunities and also that sev=

eral important undertakings of the
board have been carried to a success-
ful issue. The presence of the Lieu-

tenant-Governor -and his ' address

torial chair has not dulled his interest
in or rendéered His Honor indifferent te

how unjust the order of April 3 might}

[the commercial progress of Victoria.

showed that exaltation to fhe guberna-

mler, brought to the meeting the con-
fidences of thé government in several
important matters, e,speclaily valuable
being the figures he submitted show-
ing the more immediate interest of the
government in the -affairs of Victoria
and Vancouver Island. A synopsis of
his symposium. appears in the report
of the meeting and it will repay per-
usal.  The address was received with
interest and Mr. Simon Leiser in sec-
onding the vote of thanks to phe act-
ing premier -stated that .it. was the
best he had ever heard delivered by a
premier in the history of the board.

The Times shares the optimism of
the acting premier and the members
of the Board of Trade as to the as-
sured commercial future of the city of
Victoria, though we may be permitted
to- differ somewhat with some of the

methods which have been.advocated as

the surest way to realize an eal.'ly
enjoyment of these important develop-
ments, of Hon. Dr.
Young that nearly four hundred miles
of new railways are already under con-

The statement

struction or prejected for the near fu-
ture, and that when thesge are built
they will but facilitate transportation
for that part of Vancouver Island
which lies east of Alberni and south
of Campbell river, and that a veritable
continent lies nerth ‘of this line which
hag not yet been thoroughly explored,
taffords the sanest ground for an es-
tablished confidence in ‘the future of
the Capital city. It is to the opening
up of this continent- of -undoubted
wealth in natural resources that Vic-
torians should direct their atterition
and -toward which -the government
should ‘lend@ every possible aid. Geo-
graphically and in every other right

sense the tribute of these in, the pros-

perity resultant upon their develop-
ment and exploitation belongs to Vic-
toria. If the proper steps are taken
by the encouragement of railways and
by the exploration and exposure of
the unquestioned resources. of the in-
terior of the island and if a wise policy
of development of these is followed out
nothing can rob Victoria of a future
that will be a source of pride 'to the
children of our children:

Natural causes will always attend to
it that Victoria . gets her share of
everything that is hers in the matter
of trans-continental trade. But Van-
couver Island is and should be re-
tained as- her natural preserve. It is
toward the outlining of a sane, appli-
cable, yet magnificent policy for the
development of our own treasure-trove,
that we should direct our attention.
We think Hon. Dr. Young struck the

true note in this connection when he

stated that in coal, timber,
and probable mineral
than. coal,

fisher
wealth, otl
our comparatively limi
territory -holds a very large proport
of the wealth of the province. W
properly projected raflway lines
the establishment of the industrics 1
cessary to the development of th
resources within our own Island
ders, Victoria must become the col
mercial and industrial capital of on¢
of the richest gems of the E mpire.

iIs her natural right to do so0, and or
the unwisdom and indifference of her
citizenus can deprive her.

FOUND DROWNED.,

July 17.—The body ©f
G. A. Hoake, aged 40, a mechanic of this
city, has been found on a sand bar of the
Skykomish river. He had been working
at Scenic and left that place on March 3l
to hunt in the dense woods of the moun-
tains. It is supposed that he became lost
and, threatened with starvation, commit-

Seattle, ‘Wash.,

ted suicide by drowning.
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DEATH SENTED

Ottawa, July 1
the Cabinet to-day
wasd urged in the
Napolitiano, now u
hanged at Sault S
for the murder of
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prisonment.
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BLACK HAND

Jeannette, Pa., July
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