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known as the Holy Roman Empire; of that
greatest of all forgeries, the Donation of Con-
stantine by the monk Isidor, discovered and re-
vealed by Cardinal Nicolaus, of Cura, in which it
IS pretended that Constantine handed over Rome
to the Pope and his successors forever, with all
the power and privileges of the Ceesars, and of
the eflFects of this, the most successful lie ever
told in the world, during the seven hundred
years it was believed: it is in these years of tur-
bulence and change that one must trace the
threads of history, from the first appearance of
the Germans, down to the time when what is
DOW Prussiabecame a frontier post of the empire
under the rule of a Hohenzollern.

It is, perhaps, of all periods in history, the
most interesting to Americans, for then and there
our civilization was bom. Writing of the con-
quest of the British Isles by the Germans, J R
Green says: "What strikes us at once in the new
England is this, that it was the one purely Ger-
man nation that rose upon the wreck of Rome
In other lands, in Spain or Gaul or Italy, though
they were equally conquered by German peoples,
religion, social life, administrative order, still re-
mained Roman. " The roots of our civilization,
are to be dug for in those days when the German
peoples met the imperialism and the Christian- i


