
A KING'S RIDDLE 4^1

There wa. clearly nothing more to be gleaned from

the pice?
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I wag ushered not into any of the public chamberi.but mto one of the private apartment, of theSF.m.ly. and left there alone, much exercLed in mTndon account of the strange step which had been ukTn
Presently the young King came to me, and I was ktonce struck by his strange manner and the strange

expression on his face. He appeared to be veryZto see and yet his manner was unquestionablymarked by restraint. At first he came gladly andquickly towards me with outstretched hands as he hadbefore, but checked himself, gave me his haid to kissand then searched my face with precocious shrewdnessmmg^ed, as it seemed, with intentionally suppresled

spoke It was with a gravity far beyond his years, andwithout any of his spontaneous boyish frankness
I have desired to see you alone, my lord. The

refa^dl .r"° "'" '^^* *°'^ ^^ «^ »»>' ^-i ion inregard to the amnesty ?

"

to "afk' tt'T ''°"'/°' ^°"'" ^^'"''y- I went to himto ask the reason of a most unexpected event-the
arrest of Senorita Castelar-a matter that has causedme grave uneasiness."
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"Did he not tell you that some exceptions had to bemade m granting pardons ?

"

an" ?,!. "^'f-

"°'
''!! '"^ '^^' ^""°"*^ Castelar was to be

r^ I J ' ^"^^^•ed. rather bluntly. « Nor did Ithink that such a thing would ever have been done "


