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prosperous. We know that all classes have

(nospered In Canada of late years, and It

is an Interesting fact that manufacturers

liiive shared In the largest degree of that

prosperity, for they have held their home
niiirkcts to a large extent ; they have all

or nearly all been liusy, and their ship-

ments to foreign mii.liets have been con-

stantly Increasing. Therefore, even from a

manufacturers point of view, we think the

situation is not so bad. There may be a

necessity at some early date to make fur-

ther tariff changes than those which I now
l)ropose, but if so the extent to which those

changes should be made and the character

of the changes may be lu a coa.sidorable

degree dependent upon the attitude of cer-

tain other countries towards Canada ; cer-

tain countries as to which we are not to-day

in a position to say exactly what they may
be disposed to do now or in the early future.

I suppose it will be generally admitted that

while we are anxious to improve our trade

relations with the world at large, there are

two countries with which we naturally have

or would like to have intimate trade re-

lations. The one, it goes without saying,

Is our mother country ; the other is the

neighbouring republic, because they are so

near to us and so closely Identified with us

In many thingfj that we must desire to have

close and friendly relations with them.

Now with regard to the trade relations

with the mother country. Ve decided

several years ago to grant a preference to

the mother country in the markets of Can-

ada. There has been a desire among both

parties, among all classes of the people of

Canada, that that preference should be re-

ciprocal. We do not differ in that. All will

admit that if that could be brought about,

it would be a desirable thing for Canada,

and we hope for the mother country as well.

But we have had different ideas as to the

best means of accomplishing this. Wo have

been criticised by hon. gentlemen opposite

because we g-ve a preference to the motLor

country with Jt demanding something in

return. We have thought that our view was
the better one. We thought that under the

circumstances in which we were then placed

that it would not only be useless but harm-

ful to have pressed a demand upon the

Dritish government for a return of the pre-

ference.

In this, Sir, we were not speaking our own
views alone. Members of this government
had the opportunity to communicate with
able, experienced and Influential men In the
Imperial parliament, and the conclusion we
reached, after such communication, was that
the time was not favourable for pressing a
claim of that character. At the same time
we quite realized that these are days lu

which changes rapidly occur; and In the dis-

cussion of the question In this House, we
have repeatedly said that It was quite with-
in the bounds of possibility, and even proba-
bility, that at no distant day some eliange
might bo brought about In the altitude of
the British government and the British peo-
ple on that subject. Hon. gentlcuicu oppo-
site have frequently endeavoured to assure
themselves and others that the imperial au-
thorities were ready and willing to give us
a preference. AVe remember how it was
stated that Mr. Chamberlain had practically

offered us a preference, and that we had
declined to have It. We remember how It

was said that the Duke of Devonshire had
also practically offered us a preference, and
we had refused It. All these things, how-
ever, were mere fancies. Mr. Chamberhiin
made no such offer, and the Duke of Devon-
shire, when appealed to, flatly denied the
views attributed to him. It was qui evi-

dent that we had nothing to e.xpect In that
way; but a change might come, and It did
come sooner than we had i-eason to expect-
not a change, however, which took the form
of any preference to the colonies. In the
midst of a great war. In a time of financial
strain upon the Imperial treasury, whicli
still continues, the British government
adopted the policy of a tax on broadstuffs.
That change on the part of the imperial
government produced a new situation of
which wc have not failed to take advantage.
It was one thing to propose, as our oppon-
ents did In 1S97, that the British government
should tax the food of their people for our
benefit, in order to grant an exemption of
Canadian goods from the taxation. It was too
much to expect that the British taxpayer,
in the then state of public opinion, would
be willing to adopt the policy of preference,
a was a very different thing, ho^^•ever, to
propose to the British government, not that
they should tax the food of their I'lople for
the sake of the colonies, but luat they


