
ADVERTISEMENT. VII

and navigated by Britifh fubjeds in the Britlfh dominions in

Europe : but if he had been fincere, why was he not explicit ?

The ai£l is pofitive, as all laws ought to be, left thofe, who are

entrufted with the execution of them, fhould have an intereft in

explaining them. This provifion would have created neither
trouble nor difficulties ; but Sir Hugh Pallifer was apprehenfive,
perhaps, that, if the bill carne under a particular and critical ex-
amination, an oppofition would be iTiade to it, and his regulation

and advice totallj"^ rejedled.

That the fishery is confiderably reduced, is a truth not to be
difputed. It has certainly fufFered from the calamities of war, as

well as from the ad paflcd in the year 1774; yet the one is only
a temporary evil; but the other, unlefs repealed, remams, and
muft eventually and finally deftroy it, by rendering the profe-

cution of it dangerous and unprofitable to thofe who are qualifkd
to condud it.

From a ftate of the fifliery, which I have fubjoined to this pub-
lication, it appears, that upwards of one hundred fail of bank-
ing veflels were fitted out from the port of St. John's in 177X ;

and the laft year only eleven fail were equipped for the banks,
moft of which were taken or pillaged by privateers. A decreafe

of one hundred fail of veflels at one port is an alarming circum-
ftance, efpecially as the outfit of each veflel, exclufivc of the

hull, appears by the following cftimafc to amount to two hun-
dred and feveu pounds, fifteen (hillings, and four-pence ; to which
may be alfo added, the neceflarlcs and nianufadories requifite for

the feamen and fifhcrmen, allowing each man, at the lowcft

calculation, the Aim of four pounds ten (hillings for boots,

(hoes, linen and woollen cloathing, which he coiUumes every

iealon.
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