
SjS Andrew Fletcher

("ifir^i' M,i. ki-Ti/u-. riililiii Willie iinly in Kivlish

ni.t SmiIs . .111(1 ilid su' I rcil 111 «iiiiiv .1 \i>;iirc)ii^

,:^^ w. ulcrfully fire fnmi Sciiiii-,!i |iiuili.iiiticv

lli^ ''/u.'ufu ,'/(/(',-, ;v///,- /// .ip|K-. tit li in ifitjS. Iii^

.':.,| />iu,'i/ru< ,.'u,,rinii^ lit,- Ajl'iri i>f S., . '.iihl

n ilif -..inu- Vf.ii. '\\\K I'l^.Ki^.' d.ll.i (','<. i/i

.</iii^->:.i I'ci .iK" »!' |iiintiil cMily in li.ili.iii.

I lis .->/,,,//! ill llir S, .illiili I'.irli.iimnt .irc lituli

i|...(Ui.iu ,u»l vn. IK-. tliim^li 'li-. pi'liticil itlf.il- '

«i.ri' |Ki\or>c anil nn|)i.ic ii> .il. .///./...>«'// ly n

Ci>n:: I allien iviiui/ii n,: ,i l^ii;/it Kii;iil,iliiiii of

u- •.(I- III, Ills for the iOiniiion uo, J ot Mankiiul

170', is fun il)l> written, ami mntains nnu li siuinil

-eiiM' amidst il^ striiiiK apiitals in fa\(nir of

S. iiiii-li imle|ien<lenie. In llii- litter m i nrs tlie

fllllnl^ ^avinj,'. sii lon^lantly i|uiitetl ami sii iini-

Mivilly iiii^intiilireleil. alimit li.illatls. Tlie t on-

Mi^aiiimwas ^u|i|)iiseil tti lie lielHtt n tlie ?"arl iif

I'ltiiiiartv, Sir Kilwaril Scyiiiimr, Sir Clirislii|>lier

Mus^rave, ami I'lei.lier himself, ami liatl niilliin;;

in the wuilil ti> dii with h.illatU siii.h as ' Clie\ y

tlia^e'iir the Kiiliin IIimhI series, hut the nnhnly

-iin-s iif the tlav, Tiini Durfiy's mi ddulil iii-

. luileil :
• liallail as vi^eil iif romantic; poems like

the I'li.rder liallatls i^ essentially a modern

ii^.i^e, the older . u^ltnii always implyinj; some

kind of sonn. I'leti her's arKHmcnt was on the

inter nv iVn le'ni y of all Kn^i^^rnment regulations.

.urtinlin- to Sir (.hi i^loplier Mnsj;ra\e. to put

down the . tin iiption^ of l.omlon so. iety in those

il.ivs the ln\ury of wniiien. the mimher of prosti-

tutes, ami the ileh.uii hery of the poorofhoih sexes,

who are il.uK lempieil to .ill manner of lewdncs-,

by the iiifimoii^ h.ill.tds sun,; ill every i timer of

the stret-i^. '"f)!',- wiiuld think.' saiil the Karl,

"this li-t were of no jjreat c(in^ei.jueme.' 1 said

I knew a wi-e man so ninth .if Sir Christopher's

scntimt ni. lli.il In- litlievetl if a ni.iii were |ieriiiitted

to 111, ike ill the hall. Ills, he neeil not t .ire who

shoul.l 111. ike the l.iws of ;i nation. .\ml we tind

ihii most tif the antient le^isl.itors tliou>;ht the\

i.oiilil not well reform the manners of ,iny i ity

without the luh,) of a lyrii . .mil sometimes of

a dramatii-, poet. lint in this i it; [London]

the dramatic poet no less th.in the hallad-makcr

has been almost who.ly employed to corrupt the

people, in whit h lliey have had most unspeakable

.ind liejilorable siiecess.'

Enthusiastic admiration of the (".reck and Roman

republics led Fletcher to praise even sknery as

m.railahvd by them, lie represents the ronilition

of the !.nes as h.appy and useful, and by way of

. tnnrast p.iinis the slate of the lowest i lass in Scot-

kind in colours th.it even if they be somewhat tiK)

dark -how how frij^hlfully disoryani-ed the country

vas at that period. In the Secoiui Ih'sroiose on

tilt- . Iifnrs ojf S,o/.',!>i</ occurs this lurid picture :

I'lurc iirc ill lliis .l:iy in Scll.inil lln-siilt-s n ^reat

ni.'.iiv I'i'or r.liniliis very iiniinly pnnicU-tl f"r by the

Jiiir', Il l..c\c-s. with Dihcis wli.i. by liiiiiL; •n bad footl,

f.dl 111.1 1 iri. Ills cli.,e.i-c-l lw> luilidie.l thc-uvilicl |ieo|cle

Iv^ijiii- fiini door to il . 1 he-e .11V ii"t only noway

ailvaiila.;iii'i.. Inn i very ijiieMiiis l.iinl. n to to p. -or A

iimiilry. .\iid ;;ioiit;h llic niimli-r nf lliem \v ptrh.ipj

il.iiili!.' t.i wh.il it wa., fiiriiifrly, 1 y re.ison of ihici pri'sonl

t;ri-,il cl;sl.f~~. vit in .ill times ihele have been alioul our

liiiii.lrc-.l ilioiiviiid nf iIlw va(;al«cncls, who h.ivi- liitsl

wilhoni any rv.;aicl or siil-ifiiion eillier to the laws of ihc

land, or cMii Ih. CSC of <c.»i .ind nature. . . . No nia^islr.ilc

ctiul.l cur be infccrninl or ilivcover wliith way one in a

hiiiirlic"! of i!i.-.e wrelilifs died, or that ever they were

l.apli/ed. Many iiiilic'Uis liavc IkiiI .lisioi.rc.l ailL.nn

lluiii : and llicy arc' not only a most luisiwakablv oppres

sii.n to pccir tiii.iii!^ iwlio, if lliey give not breail, or

s.,iii,. kin.l of piioisi.in, l.c perli.ips fotly such villains

111 one d. IV, are Mile- M be in.Millvtl by thenii, but they

rob many [vior pfonle wlio live in housis .li.tanl rnun

any nci.;iibonrhcK..I. In years of plenty many lliousaiitb

..f llu-iii meet tot;ilher in die niniinlain«, where

they fca-l and riot ft>r ni.iny cl.iys ; anil at country-

weddin:;s. markel-, burials, anil the like public oeca-

.ions, lliey ire lo be seen, bolli men and wciinen.

IKTiieurdly drunk, cursini;, bl.aspliemini;, and fightini;

loi;e!lier. I liesc .lie sucli oulrai;eous disonlers, that u

weif lieiier lor ilie nation they were sold to the galleys

or West Indies lli.iii lliat lliey should continue any

longer to be a burden and curse uiion us.

But better than sending them to the plantations

would bo to keep them at home, ulilisinj; their

services, and drilling them into a higher moral

condition. The scheme of setting native vaga-

bonds to work as -erfs was not, as is t timmonly

supposed, a mnelty in Kletc her ; it was fully rec iig-

nised by a long series of Siottish laws from i;79

to if/ii. and jiartially enforc ed too. Fletcher, how-

ever, went bevond the highest llight of Suits law

in this ilcpartment, and argued in favour of lom-

ixdling all Scottish landlords to take white slaves in

proportion to the size of their holdings. Heti her's

SI heme may well have suggested a similar one to

Defoe for i.ondon \agrants. es|)oiinded in Ertiv-

Mvs Hiiiiiieis. Carlylc's views on the beneric cnre

of the whip as a stimulus to honest industry at

home ,iiid abroad have also (mints of affinity.

Fill- <i s r-Utii.t! IC-'X-j app<art;ii, 'siith a c!iara.-ler of llie

.mill r. ill 1715. ami ».cs repniintd in 1737. >?47. .mil 1"='- '''l""

Is :, s!,.,tl .iild nlllirr mc.iBr.: Life 1 y «'. ()m..nd (l8.j7>. "f"' 'i Pas*"

11.., '.i^iliilv .jver iii.iiiy of Ht:l,.lit:ri niosi iireiiiaiil ideas .iiid inter-

esiiinf^lMiititirislks. I In Serfdom in Scotland, s*t:«: the K,i.'.i 'irik

A'fT-l.ie f.jr January i8.).J.

Wlllinm n^'land lf/.l?-H9' showed less to

.idvantage as a poet tli.in as the heroic defender

of Dunkeld in lfi8i;, when the Cameroni.in regi-

ment under his command stemmed and turned

backward the rush of four thousand Highlanders

flushed with the victory of Killieerankie. The son

of the Marjuis of Dougkis's g.imekeeper, Cleland

studied at St .\ndiews, became a zealous Cove-

nanter, fought at Uruimlcig .ind Uothwtll lirig

I where he "as a captain, anil s a refugee in

Holland studied law ,it Utrecht, and helped to

negotiate the I'rince of Orange's expedition.

He was the first lieutenant-colonel of the regi-

ment raised after the Kevolution from amongst

the westland Canieronians afterwards the Ifithi,

and he fcM, still under thirty years of age, in


