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I.

<5.Jl'^'^^'l'^
family during his boyhood lived in BreadStreet, in the very heart of Old London. His

lather, also named John, followed the profession ^^mt
of a scnvener, which consisted chieflv in con- P««»o»>.

veyancing and lending money for clients, a luc^
^^^

beforeTete^''' 'T ^^
'^""l^

^^^'^ ^^^ '' ^^^ ^ot longbefore he became rich enough to retire from businessHe lived in a house known as "The Spread Eagle "and
^hlV.^ ^"^^l' ^""-x^th, 1608, John^Milton,^ '

^
the poet, was born. His sister Anne and his ^"^^
brother Christopher, afterwards Sir Christopher ^®"
Milton, one of the servile judges appointed bv Tam*»«5 TTwere the only other childin ^of Jo^hT Mulon, tSrelde^^that arrived at maturity. The Bread Street household'we have every reason to believe, was a 4acrfufSd 1'
happy one, pervaded by the earnest reKlfedinetthat characterized the Puritans, and the libeS cheerfij!ness belonging to prosperous circumstances and
-esthetic tastes. The scrivener, himself a m-n ^^riy
of more than ordinary culture, was pilLnaTely

^'^"**^"

to the rZT*
and contnbuted Madrigals and Psalm* tunes

to s^n/3 I
'

'i^^^'^^^^"^
of the day. He taught his son

tL nlf^ ^""^P^^^ ^'^ ?^ organ-accomplishments which

d^ieht nT H^T^^^TJ^^^^^^
^°"^^^ of consolation and

fathir whn l,fH v!l^''
°^ ^'^ 1?"""'"^ y^^^s- From hislather, who had been cast off by bigoted parents for
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