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The Reafon of my having required Secrefv, \%
this ; I had Grounds to believe that my complying
with the Promife which I had given Mr. Do^s
woirid be no ways obliging the Company, they
would be as well pleafed, if no farther Mention wL
made of that Affair ; and on the other hand, I had
engaged my Word to that Gentleman, and was there-
fore under this Dilemma, cither to aft contrary ta
the Inclinations of my Employers, or to break my
Word, to which every honeft Man will have a ten-
der Kegard. Had I defigned, in a clandeftine Man-^
ner, to injure the Company, I fhould hardly have
been weak enough to have Ihewn Mr. Dohhfs
Letter, told the Offers made me, and the
Terms I infifted on, to Sir Biby^i, who thought the
latter not exorbitant 5 and had I not thought my
felf under an Obligation to keep my Word? given
to Mr Dobbs, as I believed then and ftill do, that
the Difcovcry of a Paflage can no way hurt the
Company's Intereft, I Ihould have dropt the Cor-
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tobejuftto my Promife

and not difobhge my Employers, I gave Mr. Dobhs
a Handle, which he has made ufc of, how gene-
roudy, kt the World judge, to tax me with betray-
ing the Company. He appeals to my Letter, N <> 8
in his Appendix, to fupport this Charge. When
that worthy Gentleman is lefs difturbed with Anger
than he feems to have been when he wrote, he will
think that Appeal noway to his Credit ; it ihews I
thov^ht him a Man of Honour, but truuibb'tted by
his Paffion, he is refolved to give the World a con-
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Mr. Dohhis fo very immcrfiodical iniiis Remarks
upon my Defence, with which lie im obliged the
Public, that could I perfuade myfelf he could cooly
jnention the Difcovery of a Paffage, I Ihould be apt
to think his Ramblings and Repetitions in thar P«m.
phiet, the hit^^ of Art to puzzle and deter me
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