
10 ALONG ALASKA'S GREAT RIVER.

event have been adequately discussed in a popular

treatise like the present, it must be admitted that little

was accomplished in these branches. The explanation

of this is us follows : In 1881, authority was asked from

Congress for a sum of money to make such explorations

under military supervision and the request was dis-

approved by the General of the Army and Secretary of

War. This disapproval, combined with the active oppo-

sition of government departments which were assigned

to work of the same general character and coupled with

the reluctance of Congress to make any appropriations

whatever that year, was sufficient to kill such an under-

taking. When the military were withdrawn from Alaska

by the President, about the year 1878, a paragraph ap-

peared at the end of the President's order stating that

no further control would he exercised by the army in

Alaska ; and this i)roviso was variously interpreted by

the friends of the army and its enemies, as a humiliation

either to the army or to the President, according to the

private belief of the commentator. It was therefore

seriously debated whether any military expedition or

party sent into that country for any purpose whatever

would not be a direct violation of the President's pro-

scriptive order, and when it was decided to waive that

consideration, and send in a party, it was considered too

much of a responsibility to add any specialists in science,

with the disapproval of the General and the Secretary

hardly dry on the i)aper. The expedition was therefore,

to avoid being recalled, kept as secret as possible, and

when, on May 22d, it departed from Portland, Oregon,

upon the Victoria^ a vessel which had been specially x^nt

on the Alaska route, only a two or three line notice had


