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give either time or attention to the subject of Arctic

exploration, but when the existing differences are all

happily settled, there will really be more reasons for

following up the work than were brought forward for

undertaking it in 1875. We were never in a better

position for doing so than at the present time. We
possess a couple of ships whose capabilities for Arctic

navigation have been already thoroughly tested, and

found perfect ; we have officers and men experienced

in the navigation of those icy seas and in sledging,

and we have stores and provisions ready to equip

another expedition.

The expense, seeing that the ships and stores are

lying idle, would be insignificant, and would hardly

be more than equal to that of keeping a couple of

small gun-boats in commission. Surely this great

nation could easily afford, in the interests of science

and for her own honour, to incur such an expenditure.

I trust so; and I, for one, look forward with confident

hope to the despatch, in a few years, of another Arctic

expedition as well equipped as the one of which I was

lately a member.

A. H. M.
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