
MANILA AND SANTIAGO.

Thb record of Spain has not been glorious at sea.

She has but one great victory, that of Lepanto to

offer in evidence against a number of great defeats

such as those of the Armada, Cape St. Vincent, and

Trafalgar In 1898 two more defeats, those of Ma-

nila and Santiago, were added to the list, and with

an account of these our series of tales from Spanish

history may fitly close.
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Exactly three centuries passed from the death ot

Philip II. (1598) to that of the war with the United

States, and during that long period the tide of Span-

ish affairs moved steadily downward. At its be-

ginning Spain exercised a powerful influence over

European politics; at its end she was looked upon

with disdainful pity and had no longer a voice in

continental affairs. Such was the inevitable resu t

of an attempt to run a great nation on the wheels

of bigotry and fanaticism. It could not fail to smk

into the slough of ignorance and conservatism at

the end.
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In her colonial affairs Spain was as intolerant and

oppressive as in religious matters at home. When

the other nations of Europe were loosening the reins

of their colonial policy, Spain kept hers unyieldmgly

rigid. Colonial revolution was the result, and she

lost all her possessions in America but the islands
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