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wlio, " all vvitli one voice about flu* sjiii.;»' of two Iiouih cried out,

j^iiMit JH I)iunii ol' tlic I'!|>linsiiiiis." (Acts, xix., 34) Tims I hIiuH not

try to iiuiMPHi* you with any hIkjw ot liurnit)^,' /cnl, nor by any
loMill.osM of voice

;
y<'t 1 shall heartily endeavour to place Itetore you

both Scriptural and lIiHlori('al arj^'unients. touchiiif,' the necessity or

othoruis*) of any particiilar in(jde of Itaptisni, asking you of your
kindnoHH to hear nic jtatieiitly

lAiokinj,' over the whole Christian world, we find what nii^'ht he

calh^d three nioilen of I!a|ilisiii.-or if you will— two jnodes. Of
tho«H huiUfrniou is certainlj^ one; while in the minds uf niaiiy,

uprin/iliiKj and <ij)'ttt<lon biun^' cousid«'red by then» as but one mode,
will be the other. Hut really there is (piite a dillerentie betw(!on

aspersion or Hprinklin^', and allusion or pourinj,'. One lar<,'i' part of

the ('hristiau Church jjracti.ses ititnurtiloH as n rule ; but under some
exceptional circuinstances practi^"'H affunio)!,. The Church of Kuj,daud

reco;,'nizeH alike immersion and allusion, leavinj^ to circumstances,

or the wishes of the |)arties concerned, the modi* to be; used. On the

other hand the so-called I'rotestant denominations, with one

exception, i>racti8e the mode of spvinklinj? ; while the one exceptional

denomination not oidy |)ractis(!s exclusively the ou(! mode of

ininiersiuHf but insists that it is f/ie oythj valid modfl.

Let me here draw your attention to a i)oint deserving of sonje

consideration, though not, of course, of sufficient force to bo alone

conclusive 1 refer to the fact that while a very large majority of

Cliristians, use one or other form or mode, considering any mode
sufficient, only a very small minority insist on imnersion as the only

mode. Thus, while it might not be safe to say that the truth is with

the greai- majority, yet it would seem to require the exercise of some
careful and prayerful thought liefore accepting the view that the

truth is only to be found with sucli a small minority

We find that Christian ruij)tism was instituted by our Blessed

Lord just before His Ascension into heaven; and in the.se words of S.

Matthew :

— " Go ye therefore and make disciples of all the nations,

baptizing them into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of

the Holy Ghost." (K. V. xxviii., 19). None could have been

baptized with Christian Baptism before this its origination and

institution. On examining these worda of institution we find that

there are two points which are not expressly stated, (1) the mode of

baptism, and (2) any particular subjects of baptism. The Apostles

were to " baptize,"—no particular mode named—" all the nations,"

—

no particular class of subjects mentioned. How, then, are we to gather

any further and much desired information touching these points?

Wall, in his great work, gives us this valuable and clear direction :

—

" The meaning and full import of a rule, given in any old book for

the doing of anything is not so well apprehended by us, unless we
understand the history of that nation, and of that time in which the
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