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national bankruptcy would immediately vanifli,

and thediftin(^tion between a free government, and

every other, would be placed in the cleareft point

of view ; for I may venture to affirm, that no ftatc

in Europe, Holland excepted, could raife fupplies

for a war, in the manner propofed. It is i.i a

free country only, that mankind feel themfelves,

fo connedled with the public prolperity, as wil-

lingly to facrilice, in fupport of it, a part of their

fortune, in great emergencies.

But it may be aflved, how is it poflible to fup-

pole, that this nation, torn to pieces, as it has

been, by diflentions, and diflatisfied with the ma-

nagement of its affairs, if it were even able to

raife, within the year, fo large a fum, in addition

to its prefent burdens, would ever confent to pay

it, much lefs to entruft it, to the Miniftcrs of the

Crown ? Or how would it be poffible to devife a

mode, of levying to this extent, an equal propor-

tion, of every man's fortune, for the fervice of the

State ?

I believe, indeed, that fuch a plan, however

important, could not be carried into execution,

without a very general concurrence and approba-

tion, of the people at large, who muft frfi be

convinced, of the abfolute neceffity, of the utmoft

exertion, in the prefent crifis, to avert the black

ftorm, which threatens us from every quarter

;

and, fecondly^ the nation muft be convinced, that

it is, in every view, their real intereft, to raife the

fupplies within the year, not only to avoid the ex-

travagant demands of money-lenders^ but to pre-

vent the impofition of new taxes, opprcfllve to in-

duftry.


