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Add.efi from the DcUgatet in 1 774. 31

trial by jury; to ftize our perfons, and carry us for trwJ

to Great Britain ; to blockade our ports ; to deftroy our

Charters, and change our forms of governm'jnt, would

occafion, and had already occafioned, great difcontcnt in

all the colonies, which mi^ht produce oppofition to thefc

mcaiures ; An adt was puilcd to protect, indemnify, and

fcrecn from punifhment fuch as might be guilty even of

murder, in endeavouring to carry their oppreflivc edid-s

into execution : And by another Ai-t the dominion of Ca-
nada is to be io extended, rr.oJtlled, and governed, 11$

that by being difunitcd from us, detached from our interclts,

by civil as well as religious prejudices, that by their num-
bers daily fwelling with Catholic emigrants from Europe,

and by their devotion to Adminiftration {^-i friendly to

their religion, they might become formidable to us, iuid!

on occaiion, be fit inltruments in the hands of power,

to reduce the ancient free Proteflant Colonies to the fanie

itatc of itavcry with themfelves.

This was evidently the object of the AcV :—And in

this view bein^ extremely dangerous to our liberty Hf>i

quiet, we cannot forbear complaining of it, as holUlc xs*

iiritilh America.—Superadded to thefe conliderations, wc
cannot help deploring the unhappy condition to which k
has reduced the many p^nglifh fettlers, who, en-

couraged by the Royal rroclamation, promifing thecn-
joynicnt of all their rights, have purchafed edates in tha^

country.—They are now the fubjedts of an arbitrary go-
vernmt:nt, deprived of tryal by jury, and when iinprifoned

.c-nnot claim the beneht of the habeas corpus adt, thajt

geat bulwark and palladium of Englifh liberty :—Korean
wc fiipprcfs OH}- aiiomjh'nent, * that a Britiln Parliament
ihould everronlcnt to cllablifli in that country a religion

that has delugfil your Illand in blood, and difperfed impiityy

.
bigotry, perfi£:Jijt!, itiurder, and rdelliin thrcugh every part

. cf the Lvorld.

This being a true flate of fadls, let us befecch you to

confider to whatejid they lead.

Admit

* Was the Roman C.ithdic reliijion unknown in the prac-

tice amonp the Eiiglilh colonies till this wtX pafied? hi Mary-
lanc'---Viryinia---Periiylviini;i, &:. anf.ver— -its prottftion v/as

the primary clj'dt of the tJianer and the proprietor oi Mary-
land.
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