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*•* difcontcnted colony, threatened with the mod dreadful cali-

** mitics ; you preferred public tranquility : but the bulk of the
** inhabitants and merchants apply to you for juftice.

«c Let us now proceed to an accurate and fcrupulous examina-
** tion of the grievances, complaints, and imputations contained
** in the reprcfentations of the inhabitants and merchants. What
" fad and difmal pidures do the faid reprcfentatlons bring before

•* your eyes ! The fcourges of the laft war, a fufpenficn to this

" day of the payment of feven millions of paper-money of the
** king's, laid down to fupply the calls of the fervice, and received

'* with confidence by the merchants and inhabitants, had ob-
" ftrudled the eafe and facility of the circulation, but the adivity

** and ind'iflry of the planter and French merchants had almo(l-

** got the better of all difficulties. The moft remote corners ol

*' th" poffeflions of the favages had been difcovered, the fur trade

*' had been carried to its higheft perfedion, the new culture of
** cotton adopted, thefe, joined to the indigoes and tobaccos, fccured

** cargoes to thofe who were concerned in fitting out fliips. His
** catholic majefly's commiffioner had promifed a free trade for

*' ten years, that period being fufficient for every fubjed of France
** attached to his fovereign the king. The tobaccos of this co-

** liaoy prohibi^ned in Spain, or thofe of the Havannah, arc the

•^ oaly ones allowed : the woods (a conliderable branch of the

** i«coane of the inhabitants) being ufelcfs to Spain, furnifhed in

*• this article by its plantations, and the indigo being inferior to

'* that of Guatimala, which fupplies more than rcquifite to the

* manuiadures of Spain, ^hefc circumllances ruined the returns

' of the commodities of the inhabitants of this colony to Spain,

' and dcUveud up the faid inhabitants a prey to the moft dread-

* ful mifery. His catholic majerty's comfniffioner had publickly

* proved the impoffibility of this country's trading with Spain:

all patronage, favour, encouragement, were every day promifed

* the inhabitant ; the title of protedor was decreed to Mr. Ulloa

;
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