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^ Voyage round the World,

king an opportunity to difpute with me the

command of the fhip, telling me upon deck,

and before moft of the fliip's company, that

he had private orders from one of the chief of

the Gendemen Adventurers, and captain Clip-

perton, to take the charge of the the fliip

upon himfelf. I afked him if he had a pri-

vate commiffion too ? but to this he returned

nothing but expreflions of contempt for the

commiffion, treating it as what was but of little

value or confequence, alledging it was but

juft he fhould have the command, becaufe he

was the only perfon that had any knowledge

of the South Seas, whither we were going.

How far this might have prevailed amongft

the people who had begun one mutiny by

themfelves, and were probably ripe for ano-

ther, efpecially when headed by what they

might think fo confidcrable an officer, I can-

not fay ; had not his unfeamanlike behaviour,

in the late ftorm, rendered him ridiculous to

them, and apparently unfit for fuch a charge.

It may be imagined I was under no fmall

uneafinefs when I reflected on my ill fuccefs

hitherto -, to have been feparated from captain

Clipperton as before mentioned, and imme-

diately after that, to find myfelf with a fhip's

company, I could not well exped any thing

B 4 from

A. D.

1719.


