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provinces, and is, the same high authority assures us, in the worst

financial condition. The reason is not far to seek. Not only does

she, with the most liberal hand, subscribe to fill the common Treasury,

but for her own needs she gets back the smallest proportional share,

the allowance meted out to the seven principal provinces being

somewhat as follows :

—

» Per head.
Ontario $i'49^
New Brunswick ....... I -50 to I-95

Prince Edward Island . . . . . 1-65

Quebec .
2- 10^

• Manitoba 7-50
British Columbia . ..... 20-00

Nova Scotia 0-98 to l-i8^ *

While on the subject of monetary payments, it would scarcely

be out of place to instance another grievance. When the Inter-

national Fisheries Commission, which sat at Halifax in 1877, paid the

Ottowan Tory Government, in November 1878, the five-and-a-half

million dollars indemnity for the injury sustained by the fishermen

of the Dominion, Nova Scotia, which had suffered most, received no
share. Newfoundland was more fortunate. She was outside the

Confederation ; thus there was no excuse for withholding her portion.

As the * grand old island ' (to quote Captain Kennedy) keeps an
attentive eye on the doings of her near neighbours, she is likely to

remain outside.

The improvements, such as they are, made in Nova Scotia by the

Ottawan Government, Mr. Fraser, a member of the local Parliament,

assures us, are not paid for out of the taxes levied in the province,

but are charged to the National Debt. It is to be hoped the

improvements are of a lasting and beneficial character, so that the

prospect of getting out of debt again may be less desperate than in

the case of sundry other undertakings. For instance, the Halifax
Chronicle^ of June 11, tells us that 500,000 dollars have been spent

in establishing a sugar refinery at Richmond, a suburb of Halifax,
* every cent of which is lost ;

' also that 350,000 dollars have been
sunk in a cotton-mill hard by which is probably worth ten cents in

the dollar, and has never yet paid a dividend. To keep life in

these and other bantling industries, the Ottowan Government im-

poses pretty stiff duties on imported sugar and cotton, whether to

commemorate the throwing away of the 850,000 dollars and other

enormous sums on similar undertakings elsewhere, or to give cause

for a new reading (by substitution of the word Protectionists) of a
sneering old proverb anent the wisdom of our ancesters, I know
not.

Among other efforts, some colonists, foolishly relying on that

spirit of private enterprise which it seems to be the paternal mission

'^ Sqq Halifax Chronicle, June 15, and other dates.
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