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the complete expulsion of *'tbe turbulent Gallicksl"

The year 1755 opened with events moving rnpidly. In

January, France proposed to leave matters as they were

and let commissioners settle the dispute in details. Eng-

land in response fell back on the treaty of Utrecht. In

Fel)ruary, France proposed as a substitute that all east of

the mountains should belong to -England, and all west of

the Alleghany River and north of the Ohio should fall to

France. This left as neutral territory the slope from the

mountains to the Alleghany and the region south of the

Ohio. In March, England assented to this, provided the

French would destroy their posts on the Alleghany and

Ohio. This would make a break in the French cordon

connecting Canada with the Mississippi, and would give

the English an advantage in the control of the neutral

country. So France refused the terms. In June, England

again resorted to the conditions of Utrecht, and insisted on

the validity of the Iroquois claim. France reiterated her

denial of such a claim, as regards the territory, but acknowl-

edged it as regards the persons of the confederates. Eng-

land insisted, as well she might, that this was not the inter-

pretation put upon similar provisions in other treaties.

England now reminded Braddock of this provision in the

treaty of 1726, and instructed him to act accordingly.

This brought the business to the pitch of war, though both

sides hesitated to make a declaration. Galissonniere claimed

it to be the testimony of all maps that France was right in

her claim, and her possession of what she strove for was

now to be settled by sterner evidence.

Danville and the other French map-makers had been

brought to representations that kept Galissonniere's state-

ment true. The English cartographers had done equally

well for their side, and Mitchell could be cited to advantage.

His Map of the British and French Dominions in North

America was based on document? which the English Board

of Trade thought best enforced their claim, and the


