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IV.—The Torti^and Toint Sitk.

So i'iir as h« knovv.s, the present writer is lli.> lirsl wlm lias l)eoii tbrci'd to tho (on.lu-

sioii that Fort La Tour was on the oust side of the harl.Di.v. probal)!}' at ['orthiiul INjiat.'

This view is based upon the I'ollowiim' I'acts :
—

(1) Deiiys' discriplion of the harl)oiir shows that Fort La Tour eould not have been
at Carleton. Deiiys' authority on matters ol' I'avl of this kind has never been qneslioned.

All writers praise his honesty and aoiMirary.- He was an eye-witness of nearly all ho
describes. He knew intimately both La Tour aiul ("harnisay, had visited 8r. John har-

bour, and after La Tour's ruin had employed .some of La Tour's men, as he himself
tells us. He must have known then where Fort La Tour was. His entire refereneij

to the subject is as follows : "The entranee of the river Snint John is daimcrous of access,

the shore rantrinir dose up from both directions; the bet;t entrance is on (he starboard

or ri<,'ht hand si<k', iu)t approacliiiig too near tiie sliore. This entrance is narrow,
because of a little island which is to larboard or on the left side, which beine- passed
the river is much larger. On the same side as the island there are large marshes or flats

which are covered at high tide ; the beach is of iruddy sand, which makes a point, which
passed, there is a cove [orcteekl which makes into the said marshes, of which theentraace
is narrow, and there the late Sienr Monsieur de la Tour had caused to be made a weir
[or dam, eclim] in which were caught a great number f)f those (Jaspereaux which were
salted for winter

;
he several times caught there so great a quantity that it was nooessary

to })reak the weir and jiush them back into the sea, as otherwi.se they would have givcu
the weir a stench wliicli would have been ruined by it. There were found there some-
times also salmon, alewives and bass, which is the maigre of La Kochelle, which serve all

the spring as a grand manna, for the inluilniants of this country.

"A little further on. beyond the said wcir, there is a little mound where d'Auuay
built his fort, which I have not found well placed according to my idea, for it is com-
numded by an island which is very near and hiuher ground, and behind which all ships

C!X\ place themselves undercover from the fort, in which there is only water from pits,

which is not very good, no better than that outside the fort. It would have bei'ii in my
oi)inion better placed behind the island where vessels anchor, and where it would have
been higher, and, in consequen.'e, not conunandiid 1>y other neighbouring jilaccs, and
would have had good water, as in that \\ hicli was l)nilt: by the said late 8ieur de la Tour,
which was destroyed by d'Aunay after lie had wrongfully taken possession ol it,"—and
so on as has already been quoted at th'/ beginning of this paper.

We do )iot believe that any modern writer could condense into so few words a

description of the harl)our which would 'be more easily recognizable. Upon the larger

' It ia tnio two oMrt wiitors, \\'iliiaiii.^nii, in liis " Jli.sior.v of iln lit'," \'ol. I, \>. 308, iiiul Smith, in " Aniorica,"

Vol. IV, p. 1-1:'., liiive .-tiiicl tliat tlio fort .stiKul un tlio east siilo,wlioie llii> city now is, ]ml neither givo any authority

for tlio atiitemeiit. I'rolmbly tlio latter ro|iio.l il fnmi tiie i'..niior, who in liirii looU it I'loin some of the ol.l raaji.s

to whicli \\e rofer ht'luw.

•' ^eo • Ai'iericii," IV, p. 15:!, wliidi sa> s :
" lie was a carcfiil and ohsoivant navijjalcr, Imt in its historical part

it i.s confwseJ ami iiorploxiii-" Tlii.s critiiMsm tlow not rel'iT to hi,s relations of lualtiMs of fact with which he was
coutouiporary, luit to liis rliscii.ssion of c.l.lci iii,story. Note that ('liailcvuix says of him :

" Ih^ lolls nothinir hut
what ho saw himsulf."
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