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Avords :
—'vFroin cvci'lasting to evorlii?stinii- thou iirt (lod."' * -i-

* A tlioiisand years, in thy sight, arc as yostonhi}' wlien it is

])ast, and as a watch in the night.'' Of men it says :
—" They are i\b

a slecj); in the morning they are like grass, which groweth up. In

the morning it, tlourisheth and gi'oweth u]), in the evening it is cut

down and witlicicth." Threescore years and ten, and fourscore, are

mentiont'd as the years of man. The com])arison, or contrast, is as

to duration,—(Jod vtcrnnl, and man of hut hricf yeai-s. Xot a word

as to time em))h)yed in crcatiion.

The Dr. ])rocceds with another empty argument in the folh»\v-

ing woi'ds .•—
•'That tlie other writers of tlie Old Testament, undei-stood the

creative days in this sense, miglit be inferred, from the entire ab-

sence of any i-eference to the work of creation, as short, since it

occupied only six days. Such reference we may tind in motlern
writers, but lu'vei- in the Sci'iptures. On the eonti-ary, we I'cceive

the impression <jf the creative woi'k, as long continuetl. Thus, the
divine Wisdom says in Prov. 8, ' The Lord possessed me ' from the
l)eginning of his way, l)eforc his works of o!d, from everlasting, be-

fore the anti(iuities of tiie earth."
"

Now, first, why should those writers make any reference Avhat-

evcr as to the time einploj'cd in creation, or as to its being long, or

short ? They knew from Genesis, Exodus, and Deuteronomy, as we
know, that it was all accomplished in six days. None of tliem had

any cause or reason whatever to speak about the time. They had not.

like the I)i"., any scheme, oi' fictions story, to elaborate and su])port.

Now, here I will nndve the Dr. a witness against liimsolf, for on page

140 ho says :

—" fiod might have prepared the earth for man, in an

instant." And yet he is so unreasonable, and also presumptuous, as

to insist, that he was many millions of years about it. As to the

citation from Prov., it has no reference or relation whatevei* to the

time employed in creation as every unprejudiced person will see. It

mci'ely speaks ot the wisdom of God, as one of His etei-nal and

uxorious attributes, employed and manifested in His works of

creation. The learned commentator bcforemcntioned says on this

c 'lapter :
—" All these verses (3-29) are a periphrasis for—(or signi-

fying)—7 existed before creafic- :, consequently, before time was.'

There arc no such words in th > chapter as, " antiquities of the

earth," given by the Dr. The worJ.s of the text are these :
—

" from

the beginning, or ever the earth was."


