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processes a^^ain laded. Wah her r; -ht arm aun,. iV

supine body and enveloping the fai. ui her Ictt Mtcvt-
^iniile twist and Nettie Vollar would . hoke in a cloud c

thi.. k <;itin mule u'av uitli unf ui ^^.,^^,r< and th
cmt.roidered >>m!,ol of ]uw,: life. Sh. iVIt her l^niy groi
rif,'id witli purpose ulieii the sound o! a foollall U'lo\
held her motionless in an unreasoning dread.

It was not heavy, yet she was certain that it was no
the uonianV. .\ |,h,r voices drifted up to her, th
dejected feminine tone th •> ,,uerulou. .K tn ind
surprise. Taou Vuui tun,, j eol-i .tone: the sen.sa
tion of oppressive danger increased until it seemed as i

>he, and not .Nettie \ollar. were strangling. There wai
a profound >tilln- then ^InaiL;,^ tread '-n -h,. ,tair, anc
Edward Dun.sack entered, . :,t, red hut si ithout ad-
vancing, his back again.>t .i Jo-.d dour.

Even since yesterday he had notice. .bly wasted, there
were mu.scles of Ins f i e th - twitched continuously; his
hands, it seemed to her, w.^i-hed like worms. He said
nothing, but stared at her uah a is .. ,1 :;h!:ering visum;
all his one time worship — ,t had heen -o much — was
devoured in the hatred born in the Aramidon library.
Frozen with .[ nreh -iMon ^he .sat without movement; her
face, .she felt, - -till as a I„<,iucred mask.
To her astoiii.,liment — .she had forgot i. n Nettie \'ollar's

existence— a shaken voice from the bed demanded

:

" I'nele Edward, what's come over vou! Don't you see
Mrs. .\mmidon ' Oh — " , r spee h n.^.. in a choked ex-
clam.aion. Edward T'ansatk had tun. d the kev and was
Tossing the nnjm witii a dark t\vi,tcd face, hi- eye<
stark and demented. Taou Yuen, swung round toward
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