
hXThKI'l) rilL WAR

It is a distressiiifT and r.ppn^sr.ivc duty, i^entle-

nn-n of the ( "on^rt'ss, which 1 have performed in

thus addrc-siuL;' \ou. '1 hert- arc it nia\ be, many
months of licr)- trial and sacriiue ahead of us. It

is a fearful thin^' to lead this i^rcat, jxaccful people

into war—into \hc most terrihU' and disastrous of

all wars, civilisatitJU itself seeminc^ to be in the

balance.

Ihit the rioht is niore precious than [)eac(>, and

we shall fiq;ht for the thinq-s which we have always

<arried nearest our hearts—for democracy, for the

ris^ht of those who submit to authority to hav( a

voice in their own government, for the rights and
liberties of small nati(Mis, for a universal dominion
of riqht b\- such a concert of free [)eoples as shall

brinti" peace and safety to all nations and make the

world itself at last free.

To such a task we can dedicate our lives and our

f( rtuncs, everxthino- that we are and everythinq- that

we have, with the pride of those who know that the

day has come when America is privilcg^ed to spend
her blood and her miqht for the principles that g-ave

her birth and ha[)piness and the peace which she
has treasured. God helping her, she can do no
other.
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