The Children's Crusade, 11

Holy Land, they found themselves
victims of an infamous treachery.
The kind merchants proved tn be
cruel slave dealers, who sold their
hapless victims into bitter bondage
—the most of them to the Moslems
of Tunis.  The rest were carried
along the African coast to Alex-
andria, and were there sold to
slave-dealers.  Some of these were
again re-sold and sent one thou-
sand miles over land to Ragdad.

tives and looked upon Olivet in
chains.

jut the cup of their bitterness
was not full, they must continue
their march through the land once
trodden by the feet of Jesus, over
Mount Ilermon, through ancient
Damascus, across the desert sands
to Bagdad on the Tigris.  Here
they were commanded to renounce
their faith and adopt the creed of
the False Prophet.  This they re-
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Their route lay aciuss the weary
<e<ert to Palestine, that I{oly Land
of their longings, through which
they had hoped to march as con-
querors, but were brought as cap-
tives.  With what cmotions did
they behold the walls of the sacred
citvy !  Sadly were fulfilled the
hopes they had often expressed in
song, “ Our feet shall stand within
thy gates, O Jerusalem.”  They
walked through its streets as cap-

fused to do, and cighteen of those
brave boys were put to death—as
knightly souls as any who perished
at Acre or Isdraclon.  The old
priest averred that of seven hun-
dred Christian slaves in Cairo not
one proved false to the faith of his
childhood.

Is there a scene in history more
touching than the martyrdom of
these children, whom all the power
of the caliph could neither tempt



