
THE COMMERCIAL.

Zhe commercial
W INXIJ1G, .JANUARY 26, M6G.

POLITICAL FQRECASTS.
Evidently the polticinns of thisprovittce

arc busiiy preparing thieislves for the
election of ineinbers ta the local legisîti-
turê wliieh ilust tilko place ;-vithiiî a yvar
or so froin the present date. The iini-
bers of the Çoverminent and tiir slip-
porters are sounding thoir own pi-aises al
over the province, and claiiugi creclit for
every good tiîing %vliicli lias befallen the
people <luring the pat tlîree years 'i uc
construction of every mile of railwav iii
the province silice dion they are claimng
credit for, and are no doubt regrettin.g
that the lludson's Bay line is flot also iii
course of construction so that they niight
father that great undertaking. If tlîey
(d0 fail iii nîaliing out a good case for
theilselves it wvill certainly not bc for
want of plenty of cheek and strangeperver-
sion of everything possible into a favor-
able aspect for theniselves.

On the otiier hand Nve have the e1îain
pions of the opposition tliundering over
the country the nîîsdeeds of the Govern-
nient, and uttering fearful brcathings
about asyý'unî jobs, coal steals and otîter
defalcations, aIl of whichi if irnplicitly lie-
Iieved ivouid go a long way to founding a
belief that the late rebellion and tlîe "rain
damiaging frosts of the past years wevc
attributable to tîto blundcring and rascal-
ity of Mr. Norquay and his colleagueq.

Like leaders like foliowers, and we sec
the liberal clubs and conservative clubs
lJping rearganizcd and ready ta do tlîe
work, and if necessary the very dirty
work of their party leaders, until the
'Most brainless Il ie too " of a political
bigot or dupe bcgi'is to illag"ine hiinsclf a
sonmetling of consequence in the afliairs of
the country. To be plain, the bulk of the
éleetors of Manitobi, are being- arrayed
under tîme opposite banners of Grit and
Tory, and are being, stufi'ed carefully wvith
the belief that tlîey wvill in the party
ranks do %vondrous service in prjinîting
principles. Nvhieh neyer enter into a pro.
vincial conLe.;t. lu short anl election is
appr,,'achin- iii whiich the party wvhich cau
colleet together nîost blinded political
partisans will have tlîe best chance of
sueess.

It is %vonler fuI lin% the work of break-
ing up orgaiiizations iiînical to party

interests is bping pushed nlongside of the
fnrniing of tlîose wvith ail opposite te-
deney. Wc hlave a powverful illustration
of f lîiii tlio treatinent accorded to tic

FamrsUnion and its leadera. W'hite
the inmcmlers of that body ivero howling
over wvrongs meal and imaginary, and pass-
ing anti itinîigration resolutio is Nwith the
suui i(al efl'ect, if not tît i taliceus imitenl-
tion, of injurimg tlîeinelves amud the couin-
try of tîmeir adoptionm, tho Union, fourni
ple±nty of policical partisans to condfoue
tîteir folly, if not ta coînmnd it, wvith tîie
hope tîtat it (the Union> miglit, beconmp
useful for politîcal purposes. But just as
the organization wvas retting over its foily,
settlimg dowti inito a state of probable use-
fulness, anti contequem.tly i>ecoiîagi- dan-
gerous to party interests, politicians of al
shades of opinion discovercd ini conuction
wvith it and its leaders soie awvful causes
of oIllence, and the work of doniolislingi
it and crushing its power wvas at once
conienced. ]Iow well the wvork lias
succeededl it is needless now ta, state, for
even farmier's unionists are niot outside of
the influences of party prejutiices, and the
niaterial for its% own decstruction could be
easily found within its own ranks.

W#) hav'e in LMaiioba mio trade organi-
zation wit1i a political or eveui party
clteckiiig aitn, and anîiong tme business
men of the proý mce tie party kcaders
will not, require to utitîertakei any %vork
of crushing. Tme niaterials for party pu r.
poses are týiere ail split andi ready, and
political discordance cati bc started ivith-
out any difliculty. The idea of business
nien conmbining outside of party ties ta
defend tlîeir owu inaterial ititerests at the
palling stations is inucl i tore unlikely
than even farmiers foliou ing- sucit a course,
and tie prospect is înany ycars aliead of tîte
present state of political enliglatetnnment,
iii Manitoba. WNe niay as wvell mnake up
our nminds ta sc duripg ti cot,,': c.îtmî-
paign niany an ltonest and solvent business
nian fightiné, stubboilily for tlîe <1< (- h n
f sanie sherifl4prof political salawu g

wvlo less tîxau twvo years previou-ly sup-
portcd rascally legisiative in asures for
the roiibety of tlîe lîouest mii who are
faolisi enammgh to stili reinain bis sup
porters. To avoid beiîîg rankcd aniong
such a class, of wvhat in slang wouîd bte
ternme'd Ilpolitical suckers," it is neces-
sary ta tlîrow aside party influences, and
be guided purely by enliglitcned self inter-et, tme modern defiition, of patriot Il
for we niust say tîmat within the range of

party lintits iii titis province tîterc is no0
scopie for guarding persomal imterests, amtd
il% tryimg ta choose betwveen existing par-
ties there contes forci*uly ta aur mmnd tmo
ad'.ice reccivcd iii boyltaod front L. played
outEmglism pot, Itousepolitician, whici is as
follows: Il .lavo îmought ta do 'vi' polif.ics
1Ld, for a îvi s a prig ami a tory's a lighway
robber.' WVe cloubt i.at but mna3iy good
setnsible citizons of thte prairiô province
ivili be forced to follow tItis negativo but
imot unsound ativice duriîîg tîte coîîing
eleption.

THE IIUDSON'S BAY RAIL WAY.
Thie tlierinieter of Mamitoba's hopes

takes sonie sudden bouîîds up and diops
down, as news favorable or unfavomble
of tîto probabilities of a l{udson's Bay
railway are laid before tîte public, andi it
is not ta be wvondered at tîtat sach is tlîe
case. Wlîatevcr faith tîte people of the
province niay have iii other ameans of
developing theo Nortlîwest, the construc-
tien and operatios of sucli a road is the
oîîly et urso wlticl promises a full fruition
of their Imopes. We ]lave aircady lad a
fair trial of a rond tîtraughi Canadian ter-
ritary ta the Atlantic, amui the most
énthusiastie supporters here of the bold
and spiriteti polie>', wmiclî lias resulteti in
tlîo construction of that rond, araý now
sîtaken in tîmeir opinion as ta tmo benefits
it confers on the counttry, if they are. not
couvinced that it inust ýever bc Inanipu-
late! gio as ta Kecep tme Noithwest under
contraI coninemcially, and iii the fullest
sense depemîdant upon tlio cast. While
tme east cantains tmo bulk of the popula-
tioen of Canada, andi the Northwvest only
a fewv lundred tliousand souls, this state
of affairs eau be easiiy mnintained, andi
even in years ta caile ivlien aur increase
of population î%vould deinand better treat-
mnmt, the tight casterît grip wvould only
be slowvly and rmeltmeta:mtly rcnîoved.

Wle have aise, looked to the south fôr
independent connections witm the Atlamitie
support, azîd evAn, if we did secure sucu,
we wvould onlly have the relief, ybhich com-
petit:on aver a rouii'd about route wo 'uld
conîl. Even this partial relief we have
beemi' titne. and again denied, andi the
piesent pool betweein the 0.Y.R anid-r S.?.
.M. & M.R., by vhich te latter, a foreigu
rond, is practically br-uglit off froîn coin-
petitioîî -with the funds of the "eplecof
Caniadu, shows wlmat license the Doininion
Govertînient %vil] aliow ta a corporation
ini whmose iîterc.sts tîte debt of thie
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