e .
sion, rufed by turna tho hour.  And I hed suff.
cient inental activity to regard any excrcise of
mind #s a source of real enjoyment. . I admired
the powerful reasonings of Langley, and be-
Yievad my ¢heau ideal’ of a poble charactar,
completely realized.
¢ But, my young {riends, ali these specious
#yatoms wore superstructures without a founda.
tion. My new associates argued {rom mistaken
premises, ond their conolusions were conse.
quently false. Thoy assumod, that man has an
inhorent principle of goodness, sufliciant, if cul
fivatod, to secure him in the paths of rectitude;
that he neads no guide save he light of reason;
nn "power but his own unassisted strength,
Having established, as they said, these funda
inontal truths, they discoursed lurgely on the
nature of virtue, whether it consist in the sacri-
fice of our will, or in the gratificaiion of a will
esscatially amiable; whether matter be undor the
control of mind, or mind owes its impressions to
matter; whether duty, feeling, or interest, should
be the guideof our actions; with a varisty of
other similar questions.  And after having ex-
pended a world of thought and a torrent of clo-
ugnce, how had we really been employod?—
s profitably a5 we should iv describing how
objects Jook in the dark, or trying to prove that
they prescnt varied appearances. Itis not my
intention, however, to lead your youthful minds
through all the labyrinths that bewildered mine:
suffice it Lo say, tho images of virlue and vice
becama confounded; the barriers of right aud
wrong thiowa down; doubtissurped the place
of early principle; indecision marked the pre-
sent; and uncertainty hung over the future. Ia-
tellectual supariority among us, seemed only
to ,ay its posressor more apen io tho seductions
of sophistry. * Professing ourselvos wise, we be-
came foals; we waore indeed vain in our imagi.
nations, and our foolish henits were dackened.’

¢ Afior a time, I thought Langley’s mind sp-
peared lesq at ease, and more irntable than for-
merly. [ made this remark to Sandford, and
was informed that he labored under pecuniary
difficulties: and though 1 sather wondered at lus
not making any attenspt to reteanck, I attethuted
it to s lutty spint, unable to brook abasement.
This conjecture wa3s perfoctly corroct, but my
excuge of his conduct most ereaneous, for true
strength of mind consists, not m disregarding,
but in firmly meeting the exigencies of aur con.
diion. Canlin any way assist him, 1 asked
myself: with his high spirit and exquisite feel-
ings, where shall I find sufficient delicacy to
nswe such a subject ¢ At length, however, 1}
summoned courgge; my uffer was graciously ac.
cepted; and 1 felt equal pride ond pleasure in
reseutng such a man {rom temporary tnconveni-
ence, Thus menths passed on; my debt was
_not merely unpaud, but vanous plavsible pre-
tences fur inereasing it were made from time to
time; while 1, scarcely suffering hun to explam
las painfol necessimes, inwardly esclaimed,
¢ Such 18 the confidence of perfect friendship!’
But the 1deas of Langley, (for I will not call
thew principles) seemed now to be undergoing
an extraord:nary change.  Instead of those high
disquisitsns on honor and virtue we were accus-
tomed to hear, [ trembled st the bitter sarcasm
and pamnted ridicale with which ho attacked ev-
ery sacred bond that ies the ubion hetween man
and man.  He had become familiar wih somo
of the most exceptionuble of the French authors,
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and his talents were, from this time, constantly
amplayed in levelling every exalted sentiment
and disinterested emotion. 8iill I belicve it was
thaory alone; a fow dark clouds which his bright
arb of reason had encnuntered, in its daring pus

ssge; and over which it would soon rise trium-
phant, te shine forth again vesplendently, Trath
is great, 1 said, and must prevail; and the end of
investigation must be, to clear away all arrer.
And go it will, when with purified hearts and
minds we fuollaw the light of nature, of
revelation, and of grace. Buch however, was
not the case with Langley,

“Things proceeded thus, till one memorable
day, when my fascinating friend, tapping ms on
the shoulder, said, ¢ You will spend the cvening
with ma, [fanmer? ¢ Not this evensng,” I re-
phed, ¢ I have takon a considerable sum of mo-
ney for my father to-day, and should not foe)
justified in betng out late.> Itso happened, how.
ever, that unexpected business detained the
clerks longor than nsual; and as it was the depth
of winter, darkness had overtaken me before ]
reached home. The road about three quarters
of a mile from our residence was exceedingly
lonely; and to the right lay a still more lonely
lane. As [ passed l%xis lane, 1 heard the quick
trampling of & horse; and in a moment my bridle,
was seized, and the words, ¢ Tour money or your
life,” hastily uttered. The tone in which they
wera spoken was disguised; but no disguise
could conceal from me - voice, to which I had
8o often listened with delight, It might have
been more prudent not to betray my knowledge,
but surprise ard anguish rose too bigh to be con-
trolled. ¢Langley!® I oxclaimed, tare you in
jest, or uas veason deserted your brain?’ ¢You
know me then,’ he replied desperately, ‘and }
am undone.” Then grasping the reins more
firniy, he added, ¢You mugt give me vour
ward of honor, Haonmer, never to breathe this
affair to any one, till1 am past the power of in-
jury; ntherwise [ shall be under a fatal necessi-
ty—you know the act fo which I shall be com-
pelled.’ . N

“[ie presenced a pisto] as He spoke; but |
was too much excited by confliéting emotions to
be much under the influence of fear, Summeon.
ing ull the digmity I could master; X #aid coolly,
¢ Langley, relinquish your hold. T 2m not to
be threatned into a promise whigh, if left to my-
&ell, for the seke of formor fricﬁdehip, I am
most willing to moke.” He complicd, with an
cvident feeling of doubt; afd being left free, [
continued, ¢The hooty for which you have
violated all prineiple, is sale with our employer:
I wauld not venture it at this hour. Buot to al
my purse contains you are welcoma, and you
may command a further supply from me to-mor-
row. O, how should I rejoice, If by reheving
your pressing embarrassment, I could win you
backto the poth of rectitude. In retracing
vour fearful steps, all the advantage of my s.
lence shall be yours, And I enly request in
return, that you will ride with me a little way,
and receive advice from one, who in mental en-
dowments, is greatly your inferior.’

# The infateated man hieard me with a groan
of disappointment. 1le hud proved humselfa
villom, fand what was ins reward?—a trifling
sum, which would have been readily granted to
hiis request.  And thus, sooner or later, doeg sin
always dupe its followers. Ve rode on side by
si’e, a8 we had often done before; but ob, with

what difiersit foelings! Auacon as I felt abie
to bre vk sileriaw, 1 inquired, * Langley, from the
elevstion you stice possesaed, how ean you have
fallen to this fearful depth? Surely the virte
you adored nust be forgotten; aud neiher sense
of duty, nor & desire of happincss. can be your

guide at present.’

“ His bettar feelingo scemed 10 struggle fors
moment; and in_softened accents he exclaimed,
* Happiness, indeed! no, I am not happy; and
the odds are fearfully against my ever being so.
But'—and he resumed all his former determing.
tion,—~*I cannot sink, I will wet steop. Hunmar
I have bid adiew to thoss high sounding fnames.
Virtue, honor, happiness, are mere chimerss:
phantoms, about which men flourish and declyim,
but whose realities they neitheir find nor seck
You have the misfortune te feel what you ima.
gine, sad to inean what you say. It is not g0
with others; and to thiy difference you owe
your hfe te-night: for whom else couvld 1 heve
trusted? Moen talk of noble actions, emanatiog~
from pure principles: but believe me, Hanmer,
be who enters society determined to rise abore
his seeming fellows, must consider interast the
source, necessity the Iaw, and circumstancs the
guide ofhis conduct. Where they lead I follow:
why have I desires if not to gratify them; aad
why should I shrink from the necessary meaqs:
My destiny may be execrable; it siiall net be
mean: hor will I with the wesk devotee, sacri.
fice present opportunity to future snticipation,
That future ia at best uncertain, and-enters pot
into my calculations.?

“ 0 Charles and Horaee! I shuddered ag 1
listened; and trembled at the awju) precipice an
which | had stood blindfold. X nved not tell
you that I'renounced the guidance of fhis neble
spirit; and mought elsowhers the treasure of 2
friend. But 1 find my lirst experiment has filled
the sheet, and cxhausted my present leisure.
Should you be sufficiently interested by itto
wish for a recital of two subsequent ones, they
shall form the subject of another Jetter,

« ‘ And, now, my young {riends, what improve.
ment will you draw from the feregoing history?
Shali I advise you to beware of exercising your
reason, and to abstain from science and learning:
O noj; reason is 8 useful servant to religion, and
a cultivated mind harmoniously agsista the reno-
vated sonl. But beware of the prids of huwsa
intellect; of the arrogant assumption of hums
rectitude.j Lican got to your own understanding;
trust not to your own strength. Consult the
page of ingpiration, in humbie dependence o
divine illumination; contemplate ‘the way of
faith, Jove, and holiness, there laid down, with
earnest prayer for grace that you mey walk in.

Thus truth shall be established in your minds,
christion virtye in your hearts, Beware jex
any man spotl you through vain philosophy, -
ter the rudiments of the world, snd not afier
Christ. Yet, while I warn you, I would not be
understood to imply, that every self snfficier!
reasoner plunges into the same vortex of impiely
sud guilt with Langley: dowbtless, many have
passed through life with outward credit. But
this I do say,—when divine light js rejected, and
man follows his qwn, bewilgeré'd imagination,
perverted will, and de;rave& affections, thereis
no answering wherethey may lead hizv. Dan-
gers surround him on ali sides; he hasrenounced
the only security; and wa can sse an boundary,
of which t may be said, Thus far shalt thou go,
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