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g.'Vernig Dominions as w cll as by Brit-
a~ Mlnitere. They wore ail equalUy

plenipotentiaries of H.M. the King, who
waa the. "High Contracting Party"' for
thie whole Empire.

This proeedure illustrateB the new
constitution of the Empire, whichb las
been gradually growing up for many
years pa8t. The United Kingdom and
the. Dominions are partner nations; not
yet, indeed, of equal power, but for
good and ail of equal statua. A timo
rmay corne when one or more of these
Dominions wilI eqilal or even surpass
the, United Ki.ngdom in wealth and
population, as they already surpass it
in geographical extent.
While this change in our constitu-

tional position was elearly recognized
by Great Britain and the other por-
tions of the Empire before the meet-
ing o! the Peace Conference in Paris,
it wvas flot until the meeting of the
Conference that this change was
reýeognized by the other nations of the
world. If some outside our borders
have been slow to appreciate its sig-
nifleanee, it may be due to, the fact
that the Britishi Empire, as now con-
stituted, îs something new in humain
history. It is a constitutional experi-
ment iu free democratie government
for which there is no precedent, and
if it iucceeds, as we confidently anti-
cipate it will, it wiil express the great-
est triuimph of the Anglo-Saxon gen jus
in the realm of government. The Brit-
lsl Commonwealth is itself a Meagne of
nations.

The participation of Canada and
the other Dominions in the Peace Con-
ference was naturally and inevitably
followed by the recognition of the
riglit o! Canada and the other Do-
minions to become meinhers o! the
League of Nations with ail the riglits,
privileges and obligations o! member-
ship.

Since the signing of the Treaty the
position o! Canada and the other Do-
minions in the League lias been chai-
lenged in the United States and their
riglit to a vote has been denied. Can-
ada initiated the movement which re-
sulted in the representation of the Do-
minions in the League and she aeeptai
full responsibility for ail the couse-
quences of sucli action. We confident-

ly submit there is absolutely no just
ground for opposition to the treaty on
this score.

Let me remind yeu that there are
no less than seventeen other American
nations named in the treaty cither as
members of the League or as neutrals
who are entitled to become members
and not one of these lias raised any
objection to the participation of Can-
ada or the other Dominions. I
would go further and in view
o! the experience gained at the Wash-
ington Conference, would say that 1
believe everyone of these nations not
only recognized Canada's right to re-
presentation, but would welcome Can-
ada's presence in the League. No other
nation in America, and no nation ini
Europe, Asia or Africa, has offered
objection, from whieh we are justified
in concluding that in the opinion of
men of ail races Canada is entitled
to the position granted to lier in the
Leggue of Nations. 1 do flot believe
that any nation wîll finally deny ta
Canada the right won for lier by lier
sons on the field o! battie and un-
animously accorded to lier by the
Peace Conference at Paris.

The members o! the United States
Senate who supported the Adminis-
tration recognized the riglit of the Do-
minion and supported the treaty as
submitted to the Senate. The Repuib-
lican minority on the Comxnittee o!
Foreig-n Relations in the report pre-
sent" to the Senate by Senator Me-
Cumber, strongly supported the riglit
of the Dominion to, representation aud
to a vote in the Assembly and pointedl
out that the United States, in viewý
o! lier relation to Panama, Cuba and
thie Central and South American
States was not in a position to ques-
tion tlie votes iu the Assembly of the
self-governing Dominions of the Brit-
isli Empire.

The treaty lias been ratîilled and is
uow iu effeet and the statua of the Do-
minion members lias been definîtely
and finslly established. Stripped of
ail diplomatie verbiage, therefore, the
question which we face îs, shall the
Dominion lie forced out o! distinctive
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