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-* VISIT TO MONTREAL,

MARIA MONK'S " AWFUL DISCLOSbRES ! I"

EXAMINATION OP THE HOTEL DIEU. ' '

In the comse of u recent rtyin^ excursion tliroii<;;Ii a portion

of Lower Cmmda, bordering upon tho bt. Lawrence, it waa
both cJesiral)lo and convenient to pass a few days in ^lontrcal.

The sojourn, in good wealhur,upon that rich and beauiil'iil island

of which the city bears the naine,coidd scarce be otiierwiso than

pleasant to the ininring traveller, under any cinunistanccs.

—

Doubly so was it reiulercd to us by the hind allentions and
hospitalities of intelligent fritMids, who spared no pains in con-

tributing to our comfort, and ministering to our curio:-ity. ' !

To an American who h.is not " been abroad," and whose
eye is accu-tomed only to the light and airy towns and cities of

our own coiuitry, t!)o narrow streets, and dark, massivi built

stone dwellings and store-houses, erected with an eye t. 'jcr

to use, conveniiine and C';i,ifuit, tluui to tho gratitiration of

taste, or any coni'ct principles of architecture, the city itself

presents few external attraction?. IJnt its loci: ion id very

beaulit'ul. 'J'he island upon llio soulli-eaatern f-ide of which

the city is built, is lormed by the St. La.vrencc on the south,

and bj a branch of the Ottawa on the north. It is fliirty miles

in length, l)y ten and a half in breadth—constituting a very

large sei^iiory, and bidongitig to the lloinan (,'atholic Seminary.

\Vith tlie exception of a siiigle mountain rising n(<ar the cen-

tre, to the height of from five to ci-ht hundred fci;t, the island

is perfectly level, and for the mo-i part, in a high state of cul-

tivation. The ba:)e ;ind siilc^ of the mountain arc adorned by
orchards, gardens, villas, and subslauti d country seals of tho

most opulent citizens, \\liile it h crested with a noblo ar-

ray of primitive ibri-st trees. Tlie orch;irds are mimerous
and thrd'iy—producing an abundance of ap|dc.5 of the liuest

varieties, s(!veral ol' which wc-re entirely new to me. All tho

usual garden fruits are produced in great abundaneo and per-

fection. In riding upon the side of the moimtain, and at the

left, as wo were climbing the road that passes over it, among
other fine country estates, my attention was directed to an an-

cient stone edifice, on the skirt of the ascent, surrounded by a

wall, formerly distinguished by tho appellation of tho Chateau

des Seii^neiirs de Montreal, but now generally called La Mai-
ton des Petres, or the Priest's Farm, as it belongs to the semi-

nar^) and 19 occupied aa i^ sumpier retreat and place of r»*
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