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To fay the truth, Rochcfort, the very

place wliich, from its fituation, fccmcd the

Icafi: to invite an attack, was confccjuently

the mod :ie'j;lcdlcd hy thxC French in their

plan of defence, and therefore bid the lair-

efl: for fuccefs again fl it, in cafe of its being

pra6lical>le to penetrate v/ith a body of

troops, fo far as to get before it j whiht the

diipcrfion of their forces, Rationed either in

the places judged more obvious to infult,

or within reach to fuccour them, fhould

give our's the fairer play for carrying it by

furprize. Confidering however its impor-

tance, efpecially in point of its being one of

the principal port? v.f equipment, implying

in courfe its containing docks, flores, arfe-

nals, nnd (hipping, the deftroying of which
would be cutting the very fmev/s of their

marine-force, which muil make it the more
a national objed: for us to attempt j it can-

not, reconcileably to common (cnie, be ima-

gined they would intirely leave it out of

their general plan of defence. They might

not indeed do all that would have been done

to put it into a condition of not fearing an

infult, if they had feared one ; but they un-

doubtedly made fomc difpofitions againft a

contingency, which if net probable, was not

however impoflible J or, no doubt, the great

wifdom of nur government would not have

pitch.ed upon it for its object.
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