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explicit, an<i clear from all ambiguity. Tliey fiiould

al(o fully and erjuitably meet the fubjcft matter in

controvcrry,and,ifpoirible,the wifhes of the people

to whom they are mide. Now none of the terms

offered to the Americans came within thefcdefcrip.

tions, as I have before fhewn. If then we have

been guilty of mlftakes through the want of right

information, we certainly ought not to lufTcr tliofc

midakcs to prevent our taking fuch meafures as we
ought to have taken at firft. Rome at length found

it neceffary to her fafety to be juft, and to do that in

her diftreis, with little credit to herfelf, which fhe

might and ought to have done in her profperity,

with greater advantage and better grace. Had
Rome continued obftinatc, or had (he ultimately

offered to her Colonies equivocal and inadequate

Kropohtions, her glory, if not her exiftence, muft
ave been facrificed to her obftinacy and folly.

Why then fhould not Great-Britain, when in-

volved in the fame difficulties, attended by the fame

circumftances, and having the fame profpeft of

fuccefs before her, follow a precedent which pro-

mifes fuch beneficial confequences? Is it becaufe

theearnc' ifli of the people of America is not

known? s cannot be the cafe, becaufe it is fully

aflerted in their inftruftions to their delegates in

Congrefs, and a variety of other public documents,
and declared to be a conjiitutional union in polity toith

Great-Britain* Is it becaufe the Congrefs have art-

fully avoided to gratify the defires of tlie people in

explicitly aflcing for that union, or becaufe they
have infolently r^fufed to treat with this country,
contrary to the general fenfe of their conftitucnts?

Both thefe realbns are the ftrongeft that can be of-

fered in favour of the meafure. Is it becaufe a
mcafure, which evidently tends to break the con-
federated force and union of the colonies—to re-

move the fears of the loyalifts, and to gratify their

reafonable deftres, which perfeftly'coincidc with
the true intereft and permanent fafety of both coun-
tries, is unworthy of the ferious deliberations of a

Britifli


