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found in the bowelt of the hills whero they meet,

and perhaps extending far beyond them.

On the evening of the 22d, Mr. Dunbar arriv*

ed at the Catahoola, where a Frenchman of the

name of Hebrard, who keeps the ferry across

Black river, is settled. Here the road from tlic

Washita forks, one branch of it leading to iho

fcttlement on Ked river, and the other up to the

post on the Washita. The proprietor of this place

has been a hunter and a great traveller up the

Washita into the western country : lie confirms

generally the accounts received from others. It

appears, from what they say, that in the neigh->

bourhood of the hot springs, but higher up, among

the mountains, and upon the Little Missouri, dur*

ing the summer season, explosions are very fre*

quently heard, proceeding from under the ground

and ,^ot rarely a curious phenomenon is seen,

which is termed the blowing of the mountains ; it

is confined elastic gas forcing a passage through

the side or top of a hill, driving before it a great

quantity of earth and mineral matter. During

the winter season the explosions and blowing of

the mountains entirety cease, from whence we

may conclude, that the cause is comparatively su*

perficial, brought into action by the increased

beat of the more direct rayir^of the summer sun.

The confluence of the Washita, Catahoola and ^

Tenza is an interesting place. The last of these

communicates with the Mississippi low lands, by

the iutervention of other creeks and lakes, and by

Que in particular, called " Bayau d' Argent," which


