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regarded, he next year caufed three Britifh traders

to be arrefted. Their efFedts were confifcated and

their perlbns fent, by the way of Quebec, to Ro-

chelle in Oid France, and there imprifoned : As

already related more at large ".

This grant produced another unlucky effeft *.

The new company not only negledted to gain the

confent of the native Indians, on the back of the

royal patent, which might have been done at a

trifling expence, and what has been ufual on like

occafions •, but they fent a perfon to fiirvey their

country in fuch a dark myfterious manner, as gave

a people, naturally jealous, too much room for

fufpicion and difcontent. Which difpofed them

to receive any overtures, with more willingnefs

from the French, offered by way of protection.

Befides, the jealoufy of the Indians was greatly

heightened by the traders from Penfylvania and

Virginiai, who foreiaw that they themfelves would

be great lofers, in that valuable branch of traffic,

from which they were ro be excluded by the royal

privilege of a new monopoly.

The adlion at Fort Neceflity being tranfmitted

court's be- to London ; it was reprefented by the Britilli Am-
haviour at

. , • r i

the com- ballador at Fans, as an open violation or the

bmlt^Fort
peace. Which did not meet with the fame de-

NVceflity. gj-ee. of refpc^, as on former occafions of com-

plaint ; the time now nearly approaching for the

French to pull off the mailc of moderation and

peace. For, inftead of difavowing the conduct

French
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c On page 44, &c. ^. Ibid.
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