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fecretary Cecil and all his friends, who wera In the prince

pal pofts of the government, had been for a long time fe*

crelly in icing James's intereft, though, to avoid the filfpi-

cion of the!/ miftrefs, they had fometimes pretended an

inclination to the Infanta*^ title " ; which I fufpe^l to have

been the caufe, why fome perfons of great quality, who
iided with the Cecils againft EJfcx, came afterwards to fall

into intrigues with the court of Spain. On the other hand,

the potent family of the Howards^ with all fuch of the

nobilit/ and gentry as were inclined to the old religion, had

an unfeigned aftedtlon for the king of Scots^, The bulk of

the people too were inclined to wi(h him for their king, out

of refped: to the memory of EJJex, who was held to be his

martyr, as well as out of dillike to fome of queen Eliza-

heth's miniftry, who they believed would be inftantly dif-

caided, when he (hould be once feated on the throne.

Yet there wanted not many powerful en^rnies to this fuc-

cefTion both abroad and at home. '

. Spaniards had

views for themfelves % the French kin^ .lad an avcrfion

mixed with contempt for king James^ and the pope had

many projeds for relloring his power here, by bringing in

fome prince of his own religion ^, There were, befides,

fome EngliJI) pretenders, viz, fuch as claimed under the

houfe of Suffolk, and had been competitors againft queen

Mary " j and fome again, as the BaJJets, who affedted to

derive themfelves from the houfe of PlantageHet ^-; (o

that no fmall precaution was neceflary to prevent any diftur-

bancc

» Sir Henry Wotton's remains, p. 21 1. Naunton's fragmenta

regalia, Oflnrnc's work?, vol. ii. p. 104. ^ Stow;-, Speed,
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