
IIOAV TO t^ETTLE 0\ THE rR.VI!i[i:.

Av ;i riiDO Avlioii peat iiuiuliers are anxiously discussing the (jn<'s-

ti(m (if lictteiiDLi' their ciicunisfances ]>}' Knn\<iTation. the tollowiiiu'

hints arc thrown our \vith a \\e\v to tlie diroction of intondiiiu

scttK'is ill the Canadian Xnrtli-W'cst. There is a eousiderahlc

class of setrlei's, to]' whom ceitaiii teniiioiarv arranpnnents and

expeilieiits would l»e of incalculahle henefit in coimnencinu' life on

the iirairie, no niatttn' where, and the ohjeet here is to snu'gcst

those arranu'eiiients and e.\|H'di(.'nts, and render them a-^ intelliiiihle

as ])Ossilile.

Tliere ai'e some for whose Itenefit it may Ik.' still neeessaiy to

say a word or f.vo as to how lamls are laid out and held in the

North -West. \\'(> ha\e adoptt'il the American system of la\in,L;'

out the land in s([uare hloeks of one mile s([uare, called sectioirs,

and containing;' (UO acres each. These are all further divideil into

fotn smallersl^ares, called (juarter sections, containiiiij; llKJ acres

1) each. W e lunt' also copied the American system of uiviiiL;' our

lands away In alternate sections, that is. A\hen j^raiits of land

luive heen made to help to huild lailways thiduuh the country,

these grants are always in alternate order, one section cotneiin"-

with another, not lying alongsid(> each other. A railwav helt,

therefore, means a tract of land through the ceiitic of which runs

the line of railway, the half of the land belonging to the lailwav.

the other half to the (^)^erllment. 'i'hns the la!id< in a iaii\\a\-

helt will resend)le the hlack and white >(|nares in a draught-hoard,

the one kind Ijcing I'ailway, the other (ioNei nn.ent sipiares. 'I he

land policy of these two ditl'erent projirietors i< a little dillerent

the raihvay will sell their lands to anyhody at fr<un Ids. to iSs.

per acre, though they jirefer selling to actual settlers. mIk. will

lieeonie their custonnn's, and to such they otl'er an ahatemeni of

onedialf the price foi' eidtivalion, The ( ioxcnnnent. on the other

lianil, otVer the onedialf of their lands free to actual -eiileis. and

the other half to the same class at Ids. pei' acre, that is, within the

raihvay l>elt. A settler entering a railway helt finds this arrajiK -

ment a little confusing at Hi'st. It is true he might step outride


