
i PREFATORY NOTE.

(BY THE author's SON.)

IHE PARISIANS* and *Kenelm Chillingly' were

begun about the same time, and had their com-

mon origin in the same central idea. That idea

first found fantastic expression in 'The Coming Race;' and the

three books, taken together, constitute a special group distinctly

apart from all the other works of their author.

The satire of his earlier novels is a protest against false social

respectabilities; the humour of his later ones is a protest

against the disrespect of social realities. By the first he sought

to promote social sincerity, and the free play of personal charac'

ter ; by the last, to encourage mutual charity and sympathy

amongst all classes on whose inter-relation depends the charac-

ter of society itself. But in these three books, his latest fic^

tions, the moral purpose is more definite and exclusive. Each

of them is an expostulation against what seemed to him the

perilous popularity of certain social and political theories, or a

Warning against the influence of certain intellectual tendencies


