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citadel, Fort Montgomery, and of the obstructions of chain,

boom, and chevaux de-frise between it and the opposite prom-

ontory of Anthony's Nose, with which it had been hoped to

barricade the Hudson. The chain had repeatedly given way
under the pressure of the tide, but the obstructions were still

considered efficient, and were protected by the guns of the

fort, and of two frigates and two armed galleys anchored

above.

Fort Clinton had subsequently been erected within rifle-

shot of Fort Montgomery, to occupy ground which com-

manded it. A deep ravine and stream called Peploep's Kill

Intervened between the two forts, across which there was a

bridge. The governor had his headquarters in Fort Mont-

gomery, which was the northern and largest fort, but its

works were unfinished. His brother James had charge of

Fort Clinton, which was complete. The whole force to gar-

rison the associate forts did not exceed six hundred men,

chiefly militia, but they had the veteran Colonel Lamb of

the artillery with them, who had served in Canada, and a

company of his artillerists was uistributed in the two forts.

The armament of Sir Henry Clinton, which had been

waiting for a wind, set sail in tho course of a day or two and

stood up the Hudson, dogged by American swift-rowing

whaleboats. Late at night of the 4th of October came a

barge across the river from Peekskill to Fcrt Montgomery,

bearing a letter from Putnam to the governor. "This morn-

ing," writes he, "we had information from our guard boats

that there were two ships of war, three tenders and a large

number of flat-bottomed boats coming up the river. They

proceeded up as far as Tarrytown, where they landed their

men. This evening they were followed by one large man-

of-war, five topsail vessels, and a large number of small


