
/
1

Africa] a f r i c
The commodities they receive by commercial means 

are brought to them by Turkilh, Moorilh, Arabian, 
Egyptian, &c. merchants. Their traffic, however, is 
much decayed lince the Europeans have formed Inch 
powerful commercial connections in thc-Cafi Indies,as 
the merchants above alluded to naturally remir to the 
belt mart, andjeek the molt profitable mode of vend­
ing their cornniodities. '

Where gold allures the lu^rt and charms the eye, 
Molt men towards its bright effulgence Hy ;
Forlakc old friends, new riches to acquire,
And m the a Ans ol avarice expire.

The inhabitants of ;hb ifland are admired by all who 
have traded in thofe les lor their un vcrfal philan­
thropy, and are peculiar lor thetr.lingular bcirevolen ■ 
to each other, and their very humane treatment tod.i- 
mclttc and other annuals. It were to lie uilhed that 
Rich virtues were more general, and that thofe who 
ellcem thenililves pnlyrr peoj I , and bualt ol amure 
re lined tdueaiion won d copy the ihming parts of all 
characters, however différé l. from them in political or 
religious fcntinicnts.er remote with rclpca to tnu loca­
lity of lituatiun.

Thcfe ideas naturally turn our thoughts on the wan­
ton cruelty and inhumanity often unneccfianly excr- 
cifed towards the brute creation by Europeans, and too 
frequently extended even to our own IpecKsf and fuch 
reflections induce us to tranlcribe firme exco lient ouler- 
vations on the fubjcct made by a reverend divine, as at 
the fame time that thcfe obit nations ditplay thole cru- 

. cities in their proper colours, with refpect lo ourlelves, 
they apply withgreat p.opricty to fume dillmctions too 
frequently made With leipict to the generality of the 
inhabitants ol that pait ol the globe now under conli- 
dcration.

" 1 prefumc (fays he) there is no man trf feeling, 
that has any idea of juftice, but would contels, upon 
the principles of rcafon and common fen le, that n he 
were to lx- put to unncceilary and unmerited pain hy 
another man, his tormentor would do him an a t ol in- 
juliroc ; and In m a lcnlc ol ti c injutliee m his own 
cafe, now that lie is the fuffeicr, he mull nituralb in- 
f r, t at il he were to | i.t another man ol hi ling lo the 
fame i nncc.llary and unmerited pain w hu h he now 1 ul- 
fcrs, the injulfuc in himfcll to the other Ihnultl Ire ex­
actly the lame as the injulticcin his tormentor to linn. 
Therefore the man ol lecling and jullice will not put 
another man to unmerited pirn, Irccuufc he will not do 
that to another which he is uirw illing Ihould lie done to 
himfelf. Nor w iU he take any advantage ol his own 
fuperiority of ITrength, vr of the accidents of fortune, 
tpabulcthcin to the opprellion ul Ins mienor: bc- 
caulc he knows that in the article of feeling all men arc 
equal ; and that the dill rentes of lirvngth or Radon arc 
as much tljcgilts and appointment» ol God^as~ihc dit— 
fercnccs of undcrlland mg, colour or Rature. Superi­
ority of rank or llation may give ability to communi­
cate happinvfs, (and li en s lo intended; but it can give 
no right to inflict unnctcffiiry, or unmerited juin. A 
wife man would impeach his own uildom, and be un­
worthy of the bldling of a good undcrltnndiiig, il he 
were to infer from thence that he had a right to dcfpilc, 
or n akc game of a fool, or put him to any degree ol 
pain. The weaknefs ol the tool ought lather to ex­
cite his companion, and demands the wile mail's care 
and attention to one that cannoftakc care ot himlelt.

“ It hath plealed God to cover Ionic men with white 
fkins, and others w ith blac k Ik ns : bui us there is nci- 
UrxHHqeiit nor demerit in conq lexion, the white man 

/fnotwltitllanding the barbarity ofV ullomand prciud.ee) 
can have no right, by virtue of his eol .nr, to cnllave 
and tyrannize over a black man ; nor has a lair man 
any right to defpife a brute, or infult a brown min. 
Nor do 1 believe that a tall man, hy viitue of his Ra­
ture, has any legal right to trample a dwarl under his 
feet. For, whether a man is wile or loulilh, white or
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black, fair or brown, tall or Ihort, fuch he is by God's 
appointment ; and, extrade.! 1 y confidcrcd, is neither a 
fubjeCt for pride, nor an object of contempt.

“ Now il amongft men the differences of their pow­
ers of the mind, anjl ol thcir..complexiun, Rature and 
accidents of fortune, do not give to any one man a 
right to abufe or infult any other man on account of 
thclc differences; for the fame rcafon a man can have 
no natural right to abufe and torment a bcaR, merely 
bccaufc a bcalt has not the mental powers of a man. 
l or fuch as the man is, he is but as God made him; 
and the very fame is true of the bcaR.

" A brute is an animal no lefs fcnfible of pain than 
a man. He has limilar nerves and organs of fenfa- 
tion ; and his cries and groans, in cafe of viohnt im- 

I! prellions on his body, though lie canc.ot utter his com- 
I plaints hy Ipccch or human voice, are as llrong iialica- 
I tions to us of his fcniibility of pain, as the cries and 
1 groins of a human being, whofc language we do not 

|| undcrRand. Now as pain is what wc arc all averfe to,
I our own fcniibility of pain Ihould teach us toconmri- 

i ferate it in others, to alleviate it if pollible, but never 
! wantonly or unmeritedly to inflict it.

“ As the differences among men in thcfe particulars 
i arc no bars to their feelings, fo neither does the dift'c- 
| rencc of the lhape of a brute from that of a man cx- 

j| empt the brute from feeling; at lcaR, wc have no ground 
j to fuppofe it. but lhape or ligure is as much tire ap- 
j pointment of God as complexion or flaturc. And if 
| the difference of complexion or Rature does not coR- 

! vcy to one man a right to defpife and abufe another 
man, the difference of lhape between a man and a brute

II cannot give to a man a right to abufe and torment a 
brute. For He that made mail and man to differ in

j complexion or Rature, made man and brute tn differ in 
I lhape and figure. And in this calç there is neither 

1\ merit or demerit : every creature, whether man or brute, 
i bearing that lhape which the Supreme Wifdom judged 

molt expedient to anfwcr the end for which the creature 
was ordained.

“ With regard to the modification of the mafs of 
matter of which an animal is formed, it is accidental as 
to the creature itfelf; 1 mean, it was not in the pow er 
or will of the creature to choofe, whether it Ihould luf- 
tain the fliape of a brute or a man ; and yet, whether 
it be of one lhape, or of the other, the matter ol w hich 
the creature is comp.did would be equally fuf'cptible 
of feeling. It is folely owing to the will of G ;d that 
we are created men. For l Ic that “ formed man ol the 
duff of the ground, and breathed into his nollrils the 
breath of life," that lie mght become a living 1'juI," 
.and endued him with the lenfc of feeling, could, it he 

| (had fo plealed, by the fame plaftic power, have calt 
(the very fame dull into the mould of a bealt ; which, 
being nmxnxtixl by the laic-giving breath of its Maker,* 
would have become a "living loul," in that form ; 
and, m that Ibrm, would have been as fufccptiblc of 
pain as in the form of a man.

" If, then, in brutal lhape, wc had been endued 
with the fame degree o1" rcafon and reflection which we 
now enjoy ; and other beings, in human lhape, Ihould 
take upon them to torment, abufe, and barbarouflv 
ill-treat us, bvcaufc wc were nut made in their lhape, 
the liiiuliiec anu ciuclty of their behaviour to us would 
be fetf-evident : and we Ihould naturally infer, that, 
whether wc walk upon two legs or four; whether our 
hearts are prone or erect ; w hether wc are naked or co­
vered with hair; whether we have horns or no horns, 
long cars or round ears; or, whether we bray like an 
STs, Ipcak like a man, whittle l,ke a bird, or arc mute 
as a lilli, nature neve r intended thcfe diftindtions as 
foundations for right of tyranny and oppreffion.

“ II;.:, perhaps, it will he faid, it is abfurd to make 
fuch an infer.nve from a nicer fuppoution that a man 
might have been a brute, and a brute might have been 
a man : lor the luppolition itfelf is chimerical, and has 
no foundation in nature; and all argumcnis Ihould be 
drawn from lacL.ar.d not from fancy of what might be

or


