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in 1939, since when, as honourable members
know, very marked increases have occurred.

The entire main estimates aggregate $1,985
million, and there are first supplementaryet-
mates of $197 million and further supplemen-
taries of $10, 0 00,000--a total of $2,192 million.
Compared with the total authorized expendi-
ture last year of $2,199 million, there is a s9light
decrease, amounting to roughly $7,000,000. In
the last ten years the sure required for national
expenditures has risen fromn $553 million to
$2,192 million. I do nlot need to enlarge on the
fact that this is a very aubstantial increase.

Rather than attempt a detailed analysis of
these estimates, I propose to divide thema into
six classifications, namely fiscal, military, social
security, public works, subsidies, and aIl others,
and to quote some comparative figures as I
go along.

Under the classification "fiscal" I include
interest on public debt and payments ta
provinces. Honour9ble senators will be inter-
ested to know that whereas in 1939 the total
expenditures under this head were $142 million,
the total of the main estimates and supple-
mentaries amouats this year ta $554 million.

The next classification is "military," coin-
prisiag national defeace and expenditures in
connection with ail ferrms of assistance ta
veterans. In 1939 the total was $77,000,000;
today it is $575 million, lacking only 82,000,000
of an increase of $500 million.

Under "social security" five items are
included, namely family allowances, old age
and blind pensions; unemployment insurance;
health grants; and other services. Our total
expenditure in 19M was 876,000,000; today
provision under the main and aupplementary
estimates amounts to $425 million.

In the category of "public works" is in-
cluded housing, other reconstruction, public
works and flood relief. The last-named
item, for which $10,000,000 is provided, ls
for assistantce in British Columbia. Public
works expenditures in 1939 were 821,000,000;
this year the amount ta be vrov'ided is $197
million, an increase of 3176 million. Housing
alone accouats for $69,000,000.

The Wartime Prices and Trade Board and
Agricultural Subsidies showed a blaak for
1939, but the estimated expenditures for this
year are 861,000,000.

In 1939 expeaditures for ordiaary fuactions
of goverament, with which honourable senators
are aIl familiar, amouated ta 8237 million,' as
compared with a figure of 8380 million for
1948.

The activities of certain government depart-
ments have been increased, as has the wage

scale, but the outstandiag feature ia relation
ta the total expeaditure la the increase ta
$2,192 million froin the relatively small figure
of $553 million. The maijor items of increase
are in connection with interest on the public
debt, payments ta provinces, national defence,
veterans affairs, social security, aad various
types of public works, including housiag.
Whether or not these figures should have been
materially less is a matter of opinion. Although
there is always demand for a material reduc-
tion in the cost of goverameat, it must be
remembered that there has been steady pres-
sure for an increase of many af these items.
It is questionable whether the estimate of
$251 million for national defence is enough.
Maay eminent public men with military
expericace dlaim that it should be much
larger. An amount of $324 millions has been
set aside for veterans affaira. Few would sug-
gest that it should be reduced, but there are
maay who think it should be increased. I
believe that in the later part of the session
representations were made ta the Veterans'
Committee in another place ta have the
already huge suma increased. And se it is
dowa the scale.

Ilonourable senators, I have not attcmptcd
ta go into any of the couatless dctails-with
many of which I am not too familiar-because
1 did not anticipate that we would have so
much time at aur disposai at this period of the
session. But I thought the house would like
ta have a brief reference ta pre-war expendi-
tures la those six classifications, with which ail
honourable senators are familiar.

Hon. W. M. ASELTINE: Honourable
senators, the figures which the leader of the
goverament has juat given us are startling, ta
say the least. We had aIl heen hopiag that
in the ycars following the end of the war the
governmcnt's expenditures would have de-
creased much more than they appear ta have
done. Howcver, this chamber seemiagly
cannot do much about the matter.

As the leader of the goverament stated,
these estimates have been hefore us in priatcd
forma for some weeks, and I have no doubt
that honourable senators have been studying
them. I have speat severai days goiag over
the long liat of items, and I find that some
of thema are very interesting. I evea noticed
anc of 825,000 for a public building at Rose-
town, Saskatchewan.

Hon. Mr. HORNER: Why build anything
there?

Hlon. Mr. ASELTINE: I hope that is for a
aew post office building, for we have none
there aow that is worthy of the naine. I have


