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The Address—Mr. Hanson (York-Sunbury)

into force during the last session have
proven quite efficient. For this, the Canadian
people are grateful to their leaders, retaining
withal their constant vigilance in this regard.

While government contracts should not
insure what might be considered excessive
profits, it would nevertheless be contrary to
public interest that their financial basis be
such as to paralyse contractors and limit their
productive capacity.

We are confident that under firm and com-
petent direction Canadian industry will prove
equal to the task of ensuring maximum re-
sults from our war effort.

Hon. R. B. HANSON (Leader of the
Opposition) : Mr. Speaker, when I came to
Ottawa this week I had hoped to be able
to make my contribution to this debate
immediately after the mover (Mr. Claxton)
and the seconder (Mr, Jutras) had concluded
their addresses. But we are living in a
changing world where things change from
day to day, and I find myself unable to
proceed this afternoon. I shall therefore ask
leave to adjourn the debate and take
my seat after congratulating my hon.
friend from St. Lawrence-St. George (Mr.
Claxton) upon the very fine contribution
which he has made in this House of Commons
to-day, and my young friend from Proven-
cher (Mr. Jutras), who has, I think, distin-
guished himself so creditably in both
languages.

I move the adjournment of the debate.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.

On motion of Mr. Mackenzie King the
house adjourned at 4.20 p.m. until Tuesday,
November 12, at 3 p.m.

Tuesday, November 12, 1940.
The house met at three o’clock.

RIGHT HON. NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN

DEATH OF FORMER PRIME MINISTER OF GREAT
BRITAIN—TRIBUTES T0O HIS MEMORY

Right Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Prime Minister) : Mr. Speaker, hon. members
of the house have learned with deep regret
of the death of the Right Hon. Neville
Chamberlain. It is fitting that I should place
upon the records of this house some few words
in honour of his memory.

Mr. Chamberlain left the scenes of his
labours in circumstances made especially
poignant by the sufferings of his closing days.
Canada will not soon forget the fortitude with
which he faced, and met, and endured, the
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terrors and horrors of war; nor, in the preced-
ing years, his long and earnest fight for peace
—a peace which he once described as one
which will enable mankind “to live their
lives without fear, and to devote their energies
and their gifts to the development of their
culture, the pursuit of their ideals, and the
improvement of their material prosperity.”

With the permission of the house, I should
like to repeat within these walls the substance
of a public tribute I have already paid to his
memory.

As the tragedy of Europe and the world
began to unfold, Mr. Chamberlain as the
Prime Minister of his country bore the great-
est burden of all. He found himself the
vietim of conditions which he did not create,
and of circumstances which he could not
control. In a world rushing headlong to war,
for which Britain was not prepared, peace
had been placed in his keeping. From the
compelling burdens of those conditions he did
not flinch. He fought those circumstances
with all the virtues of his race and, above
all, with what has been called the greatest
of all the virtues—unwavering patience. The
judgment of time will determine the responsi-
bility for the conditions and the circumstances
which he inherited. It is no less certain
that as those who follow us gaze in retrospect
upon these tragic scenes, they will see in the
late Prime Minister of Great Britain a forth-
right, fearless, honest, Christian gentleman,
who laboured for peace because he loved his
fellow men, and who led his country into
war as the only means left to preserve their
freedom.

When the testing time came at Munich in
1938, he, hating war, found himself opposed
by men who were determined to wage it.
Whatever may be the present opinion of the
pact of Munich held by some, at the time
when it was made it was hailed with joy in
Britain, in France, in Canada, in the United
States, and also by the people in Italy and
in Germany. In fact, the world sighed with
profound relief as Mr. Chamberlain gave to
the hearts of mankind a new lease of hope.
To-day the memory of Munich has no doubt
been embittered by the apparent failure to
fulfil its promise. That was not the fault of
Mr. Chamberlain.

Many men in public life have suffered, often
undeservedly, from the fickleness of public
opinion, and the forgetfulness of public
gratitude; but few men have had the experi-
ence of these vicissitudes of fortune crowded
more dramatically into so short a period of
time. Mr. Chamberlain enjoyed prosperity in
humility, and suffered adversity with silent
dignity. He moved steadfastly towards peace,
when peace was possible. He did not flinch



