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ency were hounding the government here
for months to get protection, and stating
that if they did mot get protection their mills
would be closed idown.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Cape Breton). And they
got it.
Mr. REID (Grenville). The government

gave a remedy to a certain extent by grant-
ing a bounty, but if this clause is retained
in the Bill, these mills in Sydney will pro-
bably rclose down, because they cannot com-
pete with the foreign manufacturers who
are ready to unload their surplus stock on
the Canadian market.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Cape Breton), That isnot
answering my question. I asked the hon.
gentleman what protection the people operat-
ing at Sault Ste. Marie asked on steel rails.

Mr. REID (Grenville). The hon. gentle-
man can answer that himself when he is
making his speech. In addition to steel
rails, there will be enormous quantities of
nails and spikes used in the construction of
this road, and if this clause is retained in
thie Bill, the mills at Montreal and perhaps
in Sydney, will not be able to supply these
articles to those constructing the road. I
object to this clause because it will have
an injurious effect on the condition of every
workingman in Canada. If the employees
in Canadian manufactories are obliged to
take a small wage, they will not be able to
pay good prices for their clothing and other
necessaries of life, and so every mechanic
engaged in supplying these necessaries will
be injuriously affected. I cannot under-
stand why this clause was inserted in the
Bill, execept it was done at the instance of
the Grand Trunk solicitor, who, looking
far ahead saw that the privilege to import
free of duty, would effect an enormous sav-
ing to the Grand Trunk Company. I believe
that the government are mot doing their
duty by the workingmen of this country, if
they retain this clause, and I am satisfied
that when they appeal to the country the
result will be disastrous to them.

Mr. M. K. RICHARDSON (South Grey).
There is abundant evidence that there is a
very important element of doubt as to the
legal construction which may be put upon
this section. While that element of doubt
exists, it must have a very damaging effect
on the manufacturing and other industries
of this country. If the government have it
in their power, as I believe they have by ac-
cepting this amendment, to eliminate that
element of doubt, thus giving a degree
of stability to the industries of Canada
which would tell immediately and for years
to come on the advancement of the country
in various directions, why cannot they ac-
cept it ? It is evident that this provision
has been imported into the contract entirely
in the .interest of the Grand Trunk people,
that it has been put there at the instance
and by the action of their own solicitors.

It is clear, from the evidence produced in
this debate, that while this element of doubt
exists, it will bave a depressive effect upon
all the industries of Canada, not only in
manufacturing, but in mining and agricul-
tural industries. We have in section 37 of
the contract a provision that:

The company shall purchase all material and
supplies required for the construction of the
western division and the equipment of the
whole of the said line of railway from Canadian
producers—

But the conditions following that are such
as to nullify it almost entirely. It just
means this, that Canadian manufacturers
and producers shall have the great privilege
of competing on equal terms with the manu-
facturers and producers of any other coun-
try in the world, nothing more or less :

—when the same are produced in Canada, and
when such material and supplies can be pur-
chased in desired quantities and of equal qual-
ity suitable for the purpose required and for
prices and upon terms equally advantageous
with those procurable elsewhere.

And only on these conditions will it ap-
ply. The conditions are so onerous as to
nullify the very pretense which the section
makes of protection to manufacturers and
all Canadian producers. It would appear
to me to be almost imperative on the part
of the government to accept any amend-
ment which would eliminate this element
of doubt in this section, which must have a
very injurious effect on Canadian indus-
tries, Canadian wealth, and Canadian ad-
vancement. I do not intend to occupy any
time on this matter. I simply desire to
point out that Canadian manufacturers and
producers should not merely be put upon an
equal basis with those of other countries.
If we are to get nothing else out of this rail-
way project, which involves such an enor-
mous outlay of public, money and such an
enormous increase in the debt of the coun-
try, we ought at least to have this much
out of it, to give Canadian industries that
stability which is so much needed and which
would warrant the investment of -capi-
tal in this country in many directions. The
government profess at times to have an
interest in protecting our home industries ;
and here is a great opportunity for them.
If this railroad project is to be of any use
to this country at all, here is the way and
the only way which I can see at present by
which we can get any good out of it, and
that little modicum we ought to have at
least.

House divided on amendment of Mr.
Osler.
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