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the Minister of Railways asks what we can being the case, I hope there -will be an im-

do in this case. I do not say that I can provement this session; and if any money

niake that road run. It is not for me to is granted, though I do not wish to see any

make it run. I am a private mem- granted, I hope steps will be taken to pro-
ber of the House. The government of the tect the public, and wlien franchises are

country are responsible for the conduct of given, we shall take some kind of contract

public affairs. I do not know whether there for performance. We have given banks

is any law under which the Department of great powers and privileges, but have never

Railways and Canals could interfere. I amn taken the means to compel them to serve

not prepared to argue that point at all. All the public. Nor have we doue so in the case

I kuow is that it is within the knowledge of railway companies or telephone or tele-

of all the members from the district of Mont- graph companies. Until recently the banks

real that this road is of great importance, did not think it was incumbent upon them

and that the subsidy has been miappliod. to try and serve the public. aud for many

If I caill the attention of parliament to the 1a day. w-heu asked to establish agencies
inatter, it is to prevent future nilstakes. |here and there, they said that they were

not in that business and there was no way
The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS ANI) of compelliug them to do se. so that many

CANALS. Let me ask my lon. friend one tow-ns had to do without banking facilities.
more question. Is he aware whether or not Te-day. however, that treuble bas disap-
the people who own this road are financially pe;ared becauae the banko bappened to ho

strong and responsible ? competing for business. But what I con-
Hon. Mr. TARTE. My bon. friend can tend for is this. that when we give these

judge of their financial standing. They are franchises, we should taike some meanus of
the same people who came before the Rail- compelling these people to carry out their

way Committee last year hended by Mr. obligations and serve the public and not al-

Meyer. They failed in New York and they low them to divert the funds supplied by
have failed bere. These are the same group Ie public into the hands of private parties,

of men w-ho are fighting to-day over the Hon. Mr. TARTE. I am1 told that ou
ownership of the South Shore Railway and those roads there are several dozen cars
the South-eastern Valley Railway. There loaded with perishable freight. This is a
are all kinds of complications into w-hici I very lamentable state of affairs.
do not mean to enter at all. ve lame staTE R.f Noffaubt.

The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS AND The PRmeE MINISTER. No deubt a
CANALS. I an not sure, if tha people wlo int lamentable coditioa of thing exista
own the road were financially responsible for perhaps six wTeeka, but I w-il calliec
and could be made to answer to any judicinl attention of my hon. friend fren St. Mary's
tribunal in damages, whether or not, under division (HIon. Mr. Tarte) to the fact that
the contract of subsidy, they could be tho i is a ate to that this
held under an obligation to operate the road, though it la a matter e utorrixty that this

or else have the road taken from them, and sa the first informatien we have et the fact.
be made subject te damages besides. I ain The road traverses a very fertile section of
not sure as to that. But if they are not country, quite capable of supporting a rail-
financially responsible, it is perfectly clear w
flînt there %vould be ne reuîedy w-îîntever in w-ny. No doubit the iawi limiperfect auJ
sntha thee woud y hono fremd satever should be anmended in some way so that
such a case as my hon. friend states. precautions may be taken, w-hen we are

Mr. W. F. MACLEAN (East York). Mr. giving assistance to railway construction,
Speaker, enough bas come out of this de- to obtain some assurance that not only the
bate to establish two things : that not only road will ho constructed but that it will
is there a responsibility on the government he operated.
to try to compel the owners of this road to
operate it and serve the publie, but there lmr. RODOLPE LEMIEUX (Gaspé). I

is also a responsibility on the governmeint abn ifornid by a lettor received frov Que-

to take steps that herenfter such things will ment ias tano an action in this cenuection.
not recur. I believe that a large part of an a pttn s tion i pres o-dayor
flic sisidies veted te railways lu the past auJi a petition la te ho pro,;entod te daiy or
thae subsidbee voted te raiwys bthvet to-morrow to the Superior Court at Mont-
have not been applied to rillways.,, but hiave ra ohv eusrtrapitd
been exploited by men who have )ecome ral, te bave n sequestrater appited.
rich by those means. The whole tendency |\Mr. A. W. PUTTEE (Winnipeg). This

of legislation in this country is in that direc- discussion, -Mr. Speaker. affects mueli more

tion. We grant franchises, powers. subsi- tlan simply the rond under consideration.

dies of money and land, and we do not make 9ossion after session we vote largo subsidies

provision for performance or naninst mal- to rail-nys. Session after sessio we take

versation of funds; and it is high time thiat mnoney lu this way out of the public troasury
lie lîd in this country legislation of thnt ii-d put it iito privato bands. The ex-Min-

kind. We have an ex-minister of the Crown i iter of Public Works (Hon. Mfr. Tarte) lins

saying now that our policy in the past lias : old us tliat he knows. nd ill the mniebers
been wrong. and ought to be corrected. TT ,n thc district li nostion know, that the

is saying that te old friends of bis; and tlat !subsidies have beon diverted, misapplied and

Hon. Mr. TARTE.


