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most potent of all influences, the Influence to deprive them of that franchise, without
of experience. He showed the Impression being able to advance a reason for his ae-
prevalled at the time that because the lu- tion, Is a thing for which you will search In
dians were wards of the Government they vain for a parallel all the world over. You
should not be enfranchlsed. The argument might find some fosslfized Tory who would
was followed up still more fully by the go back on Liberal principles and who would
hon. member for Lambton (Mir. Lister), who not regard the importance of maintaining
showed that the great danger felt in respect good faith with a large body of the elector-
to the enfranchisement of Indians was that ate ; but except in one memorable instance
they were wards of 'the Government, and it where a Liberal Government of Nova Seotia
was therefore supposed the Governmnent of tried to do somethIng of the same kind, you
the day would exercise an overwhelming cannot find in parliamentary history any at-
eontrolling influence over them and they tempt to take away the franchise from a
would not be in a position to give free votes section of the population to whom It had
and exereise the franchise freely and in- been entrusted, and who for many years had
telligently. Those hon. gentlemen went Into wisely exercised It.
the evidence on this point, and they proved This is a most significant illustration of
to the House conclusively, in my judgment, the vicious character of this measure, and
that all the fears entertained ln regard to to-night the Premier's own friends point It
the enfranchisement of the Indians had out to him. It is all very well to say that
proved to be delusive, that they exercsed the legislatures of the provinces shall have
the frandhise as intelligently and independ- the right to exercise their judgment as to
ently as any other class of the electors, that who shall have the franchise. They bave
instead of being entirely swayed by the Gov- shown in the different provinces that they
ernment, they had again and again, although differ very widely on that question, but so
sonewhat dependent on the Goverument. far as their own legIslature Is concerned,
shown 'their independence by dividing their they have an Indefeasible right to exercise
votes, in a great many cases, about equally their judgment and to say what class of the
between the two political parties. Those community shall eleet its members. But,
hon. gentlemen showed that the Indians Sir, it is an entirely different thing when
were perfectly quallfied to volte, and they you undertake to say that you are going to
proved by fmany long years' experience in turn over to the provincial legislatures the
those counties whtere the lncians, in Very power to say what shall be the franchise on
considerable flnumtNrs hive, -tlat they were which members of this great Federal Parlia-
well qualified to exeelise te franchise in a ment of the Dominion are elected. It is a
wise. judicious and independent manner. I very différent thîng when you core to legis-
pùt it to my hon. friend whetlher he eau find'tate here, that you shah commit to haif a
any Liberal Goverament ln the world, ex- dozen udependent legIsiatures la whlhyou
eept the Government of the province of have no voice. ail of them differing more or
Nova Scotia, where a IAberal party ever at- less one Irom the other on the question of
tempted to Induce Parliament to take away franchise; the contrel over the repreftnt
the franchise froun men to wlxom Ih had ee tlonI dthisF ederal Pariament. t would be
entrusted, who had been exercishxg . with- bad enoghIf it were to rest there, and If
nit ýbe1n< able Io show that those men had you were t o legate that the exlstlng iran-
in the sllghtest degree falled to 4flscharge lnchise faws of the provinces sould be tt e
an independent and Iintelligent manner thefranchise o! the Dominon, but under t e
dutiesimpoed on then. predwent Bif w you bave no security whatever

My right hon. friend Is in a very awkward as to that. You have not even the security
position when he finds his friends to the that in these provinces the franchise for this
right of him and to the left of him com- Dominion Parliament will be the same as
plaIning of this provision ln the BIll. It is they intend to use for themselves. If you
not these unforunate Tories whose opinions were to take the provincial franchises of to-
have no weight with my right hon. friend day it would be bad enougb, but It would at
who are now complaining, but it is his least have the merit of being permanent.
strongest supportfrs who tell hlm that they The members of this House and the men
would regard it as an outrage and as a com- who are to be candidates for seats ln this
plete abandonment of these great prInciples House in years to come, wll be in a fright-
of Liberalism for which they have long ful position Indeed If we in this Parliament
fouglt and of which they thought the right adopt a franchise law that enables a local
hon. gentleman was an exponent; if, as he legilaature, after a general election lin that
now proposes, he disfranchises a large class province has been held, to change the fran-
of the population. Long ago the question chise and to manufacture a special franchise
was decided as to whether the Indians law, not for the purpose of the representa-
should be enfranchised or not, and year af- tion In their own legislature, but for the
ter year they have proved that they poess- Purpose of controlling the Federal Parlia-
ed al the qualflcatlons nec earto exercise ment of Canada. If we pass this BIll we
the franchise ln a wise, independent, and I wlil give the local legislature the power of
judielous manner la the interests of the adopting a franehise without -the slightest
country. For the leader of the Government ,intention of using it themselves, but for the
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