
speaking, the captain understood how to sail under foot the franchises and privileges of
the pirate ship, but sometimes lie hiad men Parliamtent, and why ? Because the Mann-
on board who thought themselves better sea- Mackenzie contract had been signed with-
men than he, or thought themselves vested out our being consulted on the matter. Sir,
with more force of character. There was If I read aright what is stated on the mat-
no bond of law and authorlty, only that of ter by writers on parliamentary government,
plunder. Looking across the House, It seems I hold that the Governiment is simnply a
to me that there is there something like committee of this House, to which we dele-
what used to be wituessed on board the gate our powers. Now, the Government
pirate ship. You have the first mate from have thought it fit to agree to the proposals
Quebec, and the second mate from Manitoba, miade tu them by Mann & Mackenzie, on
and now they have hoisted the black flag. grounds to which I shall refer later on.
I think that originally the captain had bet- Who can blame them for that ? To believe
ter intentions because I can never believe that men of such high standing as the mem-
that the captain of that ship yonder would bers of the Cabinet would deliberately sanc-
have originally allowed his men to bear tion a corrupt bargain, is the height of ab-
down upon this magnificent galleon ; no sur. That the Government, consisting
galleon that ever went out of Cadiz could of hionest en, should have considered it
compare with it ini wealt- their duty, and a matter of urgency to agree

What I would like to see, Sir, and what I to the proposais made to them, is no such
hope to see is enough of public spirit in this extraordinary departure. Under suchi cr-
country to send out a f.igate or ship of war, cunstances. when thousands of gold-seekers
like the rescuer of other days, floating an are preparing to wend their way into the
English flag, which will bear down upon Yukon region, what useful purpose, I ask,
the pirate ship, take her and her prize, and 1 would an executive council serve, did they
lead both safely to English justice, so that hesitate t assume the responsibility of a
the pirates may be sent where they ought similar action, and prepare a mteasure like
to be, whli certalnly would not be a place the Bill under discussion ? But, Sir. at all
from whici they could rule a country. events. the contract entered into by the

Mr. LEMIEUX. (Translation.) Mr. o n ntstesaetiond by this
Speaker. at this late stage of the debate, I House. The charges icvelled against the
do not rise to participate at any great length Governinent. heforelte openilg of the
in the discussion of the Important neasure sion, arc now out of place. The people of
placed before Parliament, and whilch lihas lUis - eonîry now'knov that their repre-
been so thoroughly threshed out on the floor sentatives are free' itlher lu endorse or 10
of this Ilouse ; but, as one of the repre- tejeet this measure. aecordlfg as they (edm
sentatives of one of the great e:stein pro- liG favourable or contrary tbeate best inter-
vinees, I feel it nHy dutyo under the circu- s ofle horg va

stnehente interess of the coGn- Previous nt enforing into theingosio s
try are at slake, to give exprestion 10 my the ontrae onIts pmerits. allow ine. pS to
vlews, wlth nufialtering vole'. And at the offier a view of te matter whirh is quite
very oulset*. Sir, 1 may say that if there is personal. It is an opinion whichn ay re
a tact upon whil there exiss a perfect disputed, but, .1 an sure it wil eoadthe
consensus of opinionln th graouse, i is thtn respect v en of those bon, gentlemen who do
absonte neessbty of providng the c n-rPiers e not sustribetin. Upon an ecasion like
posrible eans of railway communies ation this, cannot foret ihat the very meir ho
with t e extensive gold fieds f that Yukon opened up those immense territories ofute
region; and on that polly, Sir i tho it Nort-wSt luiviization, were fellow-
thnk there is a single dissentient voice ta r couitryuen of mine frt ille province of
chsenouse. oan nfree to say Huere tta It repeee. In was fro the provinee of Que-
wouldte a suicidai povieydi0 negleet-adolt- be that wcent forth te missinoarios. te

inb very measure neeessary not nly to trappers of te tudson Bay Copany. teh
falitate the access of t fe Canadian terri- efe factorusk of t e Nor-west oi aty,
tory nhose who are going , tUe Yukon, and the voyageurs of old who werethe flirst
butt also tu put down In a prompt and elti- tlo venture across lte prairies antd 10 piteh
talous manner the troubles and disorders: theirrents on the cast of ithe Paciie Ocean.
whil are of su frequent occurrence u min- Later on. among fe hardy adventurers and
ing distriets. Shoud we not be ackIng In exporers who nended their way nt the
public spirIt ourseves were we uo sur- Yukon regon, are o ole found again e ir-
render with wantonness, by a policy of patriots of mine, and If you look over the
inaction, and allow to be diverted from map of that country, you will find many
us the immense trade to which the French names of places such as Juneau,
discovery of these gold fields wlll un- Labarge, Mercier, Ladue, whIch bear testi-
doubtedly give a fresh Impetus ? WIth- nony to this fact. The measure now before
in a faw days of the opening of Parlia- the House, although it assumes a purely
ment it was stated in the publie prints by commercial formi, aiming at connecting -those
pessimists that Parlament had been de- northera territories with the rest of the
throned and had abdicated its powers, or country, Is also, In my opinion, an official
rather that the Governmtent had tramnpled consecration of the pluck and hteroism dis-

1230,[MARCH 4, 1898]1229


