
COMMONS DEBATES.
f an a few mirutes. The hon. member for Norfolk (Mr.
Tisdale) has taken a stran go position to-night. Hie convoys
the insinuation that the fi iends of this Bih impute acts of
cruelty to farmers. Nothing is more remote from my in-
tention than that Farmers are most kind to their animals.
It is in the large cities that acts of cruelty exist, and it is
there tbat the humane societies are working to get amend-
ments to the law. I stai d hcre as the spokesman of the
various bumane societies in Canada. When my hon. friend
tells this Housr that I got the petitions printed in Ottawa,
and sent them Io Toronto to get them signed, ho is very far
astray. I sent no petitions to Toronto, or to Hamilton, or
anywhere. They have come to me, and they have been
numerously sigred by good and kind-hearted people in
every part of lhe count, y, and the only opposition to the
Bdl bas emanated from some of the gun clubs. I am rather
proud of the charge which my hon. friend threw across in
thisdirection, that ho bad been assailed by ladies in the
l, by to vote for my Bill. If we were to entrust ail mea-
sures of kindness and humanity in regard to dumb animais
to the lad es, the good cause would be safe.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.

Mr. BROWN. You may laugh if you like, but it is true
I do not envy the hon. gentleman who thinks that the sym-
pathy of the women of Canada is a thing which ho bas a
1ight to sneer ut. I leave the cplanation O the Bill in the
able hands of the Minister of Justicé, but I state that acte
of cruelty have been practiced for which the present law
does not provide, and that ibis Bill, which I tiave intro-
duced, and which I hope will bcome law, makus such pro.
vision as will effectually put a stop to mgny barbarous aets
of cruelty, which, not only in regard to those who are con-
cerned, but in regard to the surroundings in connection
with these debasiog sports, so called, are calculated to do
harm to the people of Canada. I waut the House to know
the motives which led me to bring this Bill forward. The
subject is exciting attention throughout the whole land.
My hon. friend spoke of my spreading these petitions, among
members of the House; I did so, and had 1 iot a right to do
so ? These petit:ons carne from Toronto and were pro ented
by the members for that cIty aRd otherp, and to-day a peti-
tion was presented from the Women's Humane Society of
Ibis city. Appended Io that petition are names of ladies
who would be an ornament to any country in the world.

Some hon. M EMBE RS. Rear, hear. Name!
Mr. BROWN. I may tell hon. gentlemen that the name

of the patroness of that society is the Lady Stsnley of
Preston, and the ladies who are on the mainaging com-
mittee of that society are ladies of which any country or
any city might well be proud. The hon. membor
for Ottawa to-day had the honor of unrolling, in pres-
ence of the members here, a petition signed by a large
number of the leading people of this city. I stand in my
place bore to-night and I say that of ail the gun clubs in
Canada, perhaps the St. Hubert's Gun Club of Ottawa is
the most influential, and I venture to assert that the
majority of the gentlemen composing that club are humane
mon, and they would support my Bill individually. My hon.
friend bas said that there was no cruelty in killing pigeons
for food. I only object to killing them for the more sake of kill-
ing. I tell him that I have known of cases of cruelty at pigeon
matches where money was put up; and, as a rule, at these
pigeon matches money is put up, and wherever there ia a stake
of that kind there is a general desire to see that the trapper is
of the right sort, and if the birds do not get lively the trap
per makes them lively. I have on my desk now the high-
est authority for stating that, at a match shot in Canada, one
of the trappers had cayenne pepper in his pocket to put in
the eyes of the poor birds to make them lively. There was
cruelty, and it is to prevent nob cruelty that this Bill is
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introduced. I could go on for an hour giving you similar
instances. I appeal to the House to þiupport this measur3,
calculated as it is to reflect great credit upon the members
and much goid to the country. My bon. friend says ho is
a hurnane man, but yet he se-s defects in this bill, the
very object of which is to enourage humane actions.
if ho is of opinion that it will do no harm and
is in the right direction, why should ho object to it? Ie
is the champion of a few gun clubs; ho haï a weil knowo
still hanter whosits beside him who does not speak mach, but
ail the same ho is a good hanter. Sir, I venture to hope that
the gyood sense of this House will support this measure and
pass it. The passage of this Bill will show the people of Canada
that the sentiments of their representatives are in f tvor of
further prevention of cruelty to animals.

Mr. BE RG I N. I am afraid that the hon. gentleman who has
last spoken and the Minister of Justine, have fallen under
the flatteries, and the persuasions, and the blanlishments
of the ladies in the lobby, and I wouild not be at ail surprised
to find upon investigation that the fair ladies who se won
the hearts of the susceptible Miniîter of Jastice and the
member for Hamilton (Mr. Brown) hal on their bonnets
wings taken from birds for the purpose of adornment Sir,
I do not helieve that ail the kindness of heart in this coun-
try is centered in the so.called humane societie-. We have
in this country various associationq, and we fi-d that in
the so.called humanitarian associations the cranks gen-
erally rule. Now, Sir, we in this country are the
descendants of the sons and daughters of Great B;itain; our
fathers came to this couintry from EuglInd, Ireland and
Scotland, inheriting a taste for sport which overy true
born Briton lves, and we hope to continue to perpetuate
in this country the sports which our fathers loved and which
they introduced hore.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. They did not introduce this.
Mr. BE RGIN. I do not know what the hon. gentleman

means by introducing this, but if ho means that we did not
introduce trap shooting from the old country then ho is
very much mistaken. Thore were pigeons shot in the old
country by men of as kind hearts, aye, ani as strrng brain,
and as traly loval, as are any in Canada to-day. Sir, Ire-
peat that this Bill is a cbarge of cruelty against the farmers
of this country. The fariers, in almost every courty in
this country, almost imnediately after the crops are in,
every year have their turkey shooting matches, and is it not
as cruel to shoot turkeys, aye, and more so, for they are maph
larger and may be suppose4 to suffer more ? [s it not as cruel
to shoot turkeys as it is to shoot-pigeons ? Are we. by passing
th is Bill,to deprive the young far mers of this costry ot their
favorite pastime? Bocause under this Bill ‡bey will not
be permitted to shoot turkeys at the usual season of the
year; and besidei you will deprive other pe ple of their
sport outside of the mon who shoot pigeons and tur-
keys. Is it right to worry a fox ?-I am spe4king now as
if 1 belong to one of the humane societis-is it right te
worry a fox? Yet large sams of money are expended
every year in keeping up our hunt clubi in Torontp and
Montreal, whieh are a credit to this country. Ithis sport
to be put an eod to becauso somo people think that it 1
cruel to shoot pigeons from a trap ? It is a thousand times
more cruel to worry a fox to death with dogs. Sir, I have
no doubt that the hon. member for familton who to-day
placed himself before this country as the man of the kind
heart, who would scorn to be guilty of any cruelty, has
torgotten that there is such a sp >rt as fi,hing. He is, I
beelive, one of the most ardent fisherm.en in this country.

Mr. LANDE£RKIN. He fishes with butterfdies.
Mr. BERGIN. I have not the least doubt of it. Yet if

the hon. member for Hamilton is fot a fisherman himself,
I know the majority of his neighbors are, and that there are
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