
Adapting to their stable environment, the lroquoian Indians became
superb farmers and developed early systems of democratic government.
They lived in "longhouses," large dwellings that housed extended families.
Constructed of poles and slabs of bark, a typical longhouse was 10 m wide,
10 m high and 25 m long.

Plains Indians

The Plains Indians occupied a vast territory of grasslands, or prairies
(parts of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta), that was once home to
thriving herds of antelope and buffalo. These tribes - the Blackfoot,
Blood, Piegan, Gros Ventre, Plains Cree, Assiniboine, Sioux and Sarcee
- were greatly dependent on the buffalo for food and clothing. Thus,
they lived a nomadic lifestyle, following the buffalo herds on their migra-
tions across the prairies.

Plains Indians lived in "tipis," slightly tilted, cone-shaped dwellings
constructed of poles covered with buffalo hides. Before the introduction
of the horse to North America, dogs were used to pull the disassembled
homes and possessions of Plains Indians from one temporary living site
to another. The arrivai of horses (about 1730) made travel f aster and easier
for these trîbes, and they quickly became skilled riders.


